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The cult classic fantasy of manners, now with three bonus stories

“ Swordspoint has an unfor gettable opening and just gets better from
there”—GeorgeR. R. Martin

Hailed by critics as “a bravura performance” (Locus) and “witty, sharp-eyed,
[and] full of interesting people” (Newsday), this acclaimed novel, filled with
remarkable plot twists and unexpected humor, takes fantasy to an unprecedented
level of elegant writing and scintillating wit. Award-winning author Ellen
Kushner has created aworld of unforgettable characters whose political
ambitions, passionate love affairs, and age-old rivalries collide with deadly
results.

On the treacherous streets of Riverside, aman lives and dies by the sword. Even
the nobles on the Hill turn to duels to settle their disputes. Within this elite,
dangerous world, Richard St. Vier is the undisputed master, as skilled asheis
ruthless—until a death by the sword is met with outrage instead of awe, and the
city discoversthat the line between hero and villain can be atered in the blink of
an eye.
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The cult classic fantasy of manners, now with three bonus stories
“ Swordspoint has an unfor gettable opening and just gets better from there” —George R. R. Martin

Hailed by critics as “a bravura performance” (Locus) and “witty, sharp-eyed, [and] full of interesting people”
(Newsday), this acclaimed novel, filled with remarkable plot twists and unexpected humor, takes fantasy to
an unprecedented level of elegant writing and scintillating wit. Award-winning author Ellen Kushner has
created aworld of unforgettable characters whose political ambitions, passionate love affairs, and age-old
rivalries collide with deadly results.

On the treacherous streets of Riverside, aman lives and dies by the sword. Even the nobles on the Hill turn
to duelsto settle their disputes. Within this elite, dangerous world, Richard St. Vier is the undisputed master,
as skilled as he is ruthless—until a death by the sword is met with outrage instead of awe, and the city
discoversthat the line between hero and villain can be altered in the blink of an eye.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

In the highly stratified world of Kushner's nameless old city, the aristocrats living in fine mansions on the
Hill settle their differences by sending to the thieves den of Riverside for swordsmen who will fight to the
death for apoint of someone else's honor. Y oung Lord Michael Godwin is so taken by these romantic figures
that he studies the art himselfuntil challenged by the best of them. Master of the Sword, Richard St. Vier is
picky in his contracts and precise in hiskilling but he nevertheless becomes embroiled in the nobility's
political, social and sexual intrigues. When hislover Alec is kidnapped by Lord Horn, St. Vier must take
drastic action. Kushner's authorial voice may be somewhat smug and self-conscious but that suits her
subject. Her novel isintelligent, humorous and dramatic, with afine, malicious feeling for the operation of
gossip in aclosed society.

Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

“[Kushner] draws you through the story with such lucid, powerful writing that you come to trust her
completely--and she doesn’t et you down...Watch this woman--she’ s going to be one of the great ones.”
--Orson Scott Card

"Thereis an element of high romance to Kushner’swork, but it is honed to a bleeding edge by a deep
appreciation of what motivates men and women. These are fantasies for adults, with the pang of real love
and loss in them, sometimes surprisingly violent, sometimes breathtakingly tender, and sometimes very
passionate indeed." --Realms of Fantasy

From the Paperback edition.

From the Inside Flap

The classic forerunner to The Fall of the Kings now with three bonus stories.

Hailed by critics as "a bravura performance” ("Locus) and "witty, sharp-eyed, [and] full of interesting
people" ("Newsday), this classic melodrama of manners, filled with remarkable plot twists and unexpected
humor, takes fantasy to an unprecedented level of elegant writing and scintillating wit. Award-winning
author Ellen Kushner has created aworld of unforgettable characters whose political ambitions, passionate
love affairs, and age-old rivalries collide with deadly results.

Swordspoint

On the treacherous streets of Riverside, aman lives and dies by the sword. Even the nobles on the Hill turn
to duelsto settle their disputes. Within this elite, dangerous world, Richard St. Vier is the undisputed master,
as skilled as heis ruthless--until a death by the sword is met with outrage instead of awe, and the city
discovers that the line between hero and villain can be altered in the blink of an eye.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jon Farris;

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now,



people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for awhile is reading.
Y ep, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Swordspoint (The World of
Riverside Book 1) book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Peter Zimmer man:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the erawhich is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to an individua is you don't know what type you should start with. This Swordspoint (The
World of Riverside Book 1) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this
book serves what you want and want in this era.

LisaMartin:

Now aday individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resourcesin it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How people have
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at
abook can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Swordspoint (The World of
Riverside Book 1) book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the detailsin this
book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Diana Johnson:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt thiswhen
they get a half areas of the book. Y ou can choose often the book Swordspoint (The World of Riverside Book
1) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Y our own skill of reading talent is devel oping when you
like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression
about book and examining especialy. It isto beinitialy opinion for you to like to wide open a book and
examine it. Beside that the e-book Swordspoint (The World of Riverside Book 1) can to be your friend when
you're really fedl alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of thistime.
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