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This book tells the sweeping story of the role that East African savannas played
in human evolution, how people, livestock, and wildlife interact in the region
today, and how these relationships might shift as the climate warms, the world
globalizes, and human populations grow.

Our ancient human ancestors were nurtured by African savannas, which today
support pastoral peoples and the last remnants of great Pleistocene herds of large
mammals. Why has this wildlife thrived best where they live side-by-side with
humans? Ecologist Robin S. Reid delves into the evidence to find that herding is
often compatible with wildlife, and that pastoral land use sometimes enriches
savanna landscapes and encourages biodiversity. Her balanced, scientific, and
accessible examination of the current state of the relationships among the
region’s wildlife and people holds critical lessons for the future of conservation
around the world.
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Our ancient human ancestors were nurtured by African savannas, which today support pastoral peoples and
the last remnants of great Pleistocene herds of large mammals. Why has this wildlife thrived best where they
live side-by-side with humans? Ecologist Robin S. Reid delves into the evidence to find that herding is often
compatible with wildlife, and that pastoral land use sometimes enriches savanna landscapes and encourages
biodiversity. Her balanced, scientific, and accessible examination of the current state of the relationships
among the region’s wildlife and people holds critical lessons for the future of conservation around the world.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A tremendous amount of personal experience and research has gone into this book..."
(Ian Martin Biological Conservation 2013-10-01)

"Refreshing -- perhaps even inspiring . . . Reid's inclusive analysis is one of the most comprehensive and
well-balanced examinations of human-environment interactions in African savanna ecosystems . . . an
exceptional project."
(Eric J. Lovell and Mara J. Goldman Pastorialism 2014-09-11)

From the Inside Flap

"Ultimately, we can all trace our origins back to the savannas of Africa. Robin Reid's book provides an
eloquent introduction into the biology of the savannas that shaped us as humans; simultaneously, she
provides an insightful and comprehensive overview of current and future threats to East African savannas
and the steps that need to be taken to conserve the world we first lived in. Don't go to East Africa without
first reading this book; it will enhance your safari and empower your research."–Andrew P. Dobson, author
of Conservation and Biodiversity

"Savannas of Our Birth provides a balanced, scientific, and accessible examination of the current state of
East African savannas and the relationships among the wildlife and people who live there. Reid examines
how savannas came to be and what alternative futures may be possible by trying to chart a middle ground in
contentious debates about conservation and local rights."–J. Terrence McCabe, author of Cattle Bring Us to
Our Enemies: Turkana Ecology, History, and Raiding in a Disequilibrium System

"Reid's research focusing on pastoralists has reminded me that wildlife and domestic livestock co-existed to
their mutual benefit for the last 2000 years. With reopened eyes, I've even seen it for myself in the case of
the Masai and the savanna wildlife I study. There is an extraordinary wealth of information in this
book."–Richard D. Estes, author of The Behavior Guide to African Mammals

About the Author

Robin S. Reid is Director of the Center for Collaborative Conservation and Senior Research Scientist in the
Natural Resources Ecology Lab at Colorado State University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nathan Ware:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Savannas of Our Birth: People,
Wildlife, and Change in East Africa that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading
this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world



much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit
only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to
start studying as your good habit, you could pick Savannas of Our Birth: People, Wildlife, and Change in
East Africa become your starter.

Rita Dubois:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to be go
through. Savannas of Our Birth: People, Wildlife, and Change in East Africa can be your answer since it can
be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Lisa Potter:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you read a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Savannas of Our Birth: People, Wildlife, and Change in East Africa provide you with new
experience in examining a book.

Lorraine Bryant:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you
also know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Savannas of Our Birth: People,
Wildlife, and Change in East Africa.
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