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Analyzing emerging practices of collaboration in planning and public policy to
overcome the challenges complexity, fragmentation and uncertainty, the authors
present a new theory of collaborative rationality, to help make sense of the new
practices. They enquire in detail into how collaborative rationality works, the
theories that inform it, and the potential and pitfalls for democracy in the twenty-
first century. Representing the authors’ collective experience based upon
over thirty years of research and practice, this is insightful reading for students,
educators, scholars, and reflective practitioners in the fields of urban planning,
public policy, political science and public administration.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Anyone who works in the public policy arena needs to know what Innes and Booher have to say
about collaborative rationality." - Professor Lawrence Susskind, Department of Urban Studies and
Planning, Massachusetts Institute of Technology   www.theconsensusbuildingapproach.blogspot.com

"...a wonderful bringing together of 15 years work... the best thing to come out in our field in the past
decade" - Professor Leonie Sandercock, School of Community and Regional Planning, The University of
British Columbia

"‘[this] book captures the theory and practice of collaborative governance in an accessible way that
students can relate to and helps them to begin to reflect on how to incorporate some of this wisdom
into their own thinking, practice, and research.’" - Professor Will Butler, Florida State University

"They illustrate [their theory of collaborative rationality] primarily with reference to six diverse case
studies of attempts at collaborative planning approaches across the United States. These case studies
cover issues relating to water resources, community policing, decommissioning of military sites,
comprehensive planning at state level, and growth management, and are discussed in a sequence that
flows from the most to the least successful, allowing the authors to develop some key theoretical and
practical insights into what works and what does not." - Environment and Planning

"Innes and Booher have provided an important book for those interested generally in the design and
practice of policymaking processes, which gives particular attention to the microdynamics of the
interactive practices of policy making. It should help those many researchers who are examining
particular instances of collaborative policy making, to help them position their work as a contribution
to advancing understanding of such processes. And it should be required reading for all those in the
planning theory field interested in the debates surrounding communicative planning theory and
collaborative planning." – Patsy Healey, Journal of Planning Theory & Practice

"It is not often that one can describe a planning book as really imparting wisdom, but Planning with
Complexity is an exception to the rule... This book not only contributes to contemporary planning
theory - by grounding it in practice evidence - but also is highly relevant to work on environmental
justice and on science and environmental planning more generally. It is to be profoundly hoped that it
will be taken up across disciplines to get its message across." - Yvonne Rydin, Journal of Planning
Education and Research

About the Author

Judith E. Innes is Professor in the Department of City and Regional Planning at the University of
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David E. Booher is Senior Policy Advisor and Adjunct Professor at the Center for Collaborative Policy,
California State University, Sacramento, USA.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Chapman:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Planning with Complexity: An Introduction to Collaborative Rationality for Public Policy your head
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but
surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one web form
conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just before. The Planning with Complexity: An
Introduction to Collaborative Rationality for Public Policy giving you a different experience more than
blown away the mind but also giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us
explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are
finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time
activity?

Rita Campanelli:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Planning with Complexity: An Introduction to
Collaborative Rationality for Public Policy why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in
regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the
outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Carla Spiegel:

Beside that Planning with Complexity: An Introduction to Collaborative Rationality for Public Policy in your
phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live
in narrow town. It is good thing to have Planning with Complexity: An Introduction to Collaborative
Rationality for Public Policy because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen
if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from right now!

Marylouise Potter:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can
know everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Planning with Complexity: An Introduction to Collaborative
Rationality for Public Policy was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your
knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a



book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era
like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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