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This book provides insightsinto the archaeological context of the Nok Culturein
Nigeria (West Africa). It was first published in German accompanying the same-
titled exhibition Nok - Ein Ursprung afrikanischer Skulptur at the Liebieghaus
Skulpturensammlung in Frankfurt (30th October 2013 - 23rd March 2014) and
has now been translated into English. A team of archaeol ogists from the Goethe
University Frankfurt/Main has been researching the Nok Culture since 2005. The
results are now presented to the public. The Nok Culture existed for about 1500
years - from around the mid-second millennium BCE to the turn of the Common
Era. It is mainly known by the elaborate terracotta scul ptures which were
likewise the focus of the exhibition. The research of the archaeol ogists from
Frankfurt, however, not only concerns the terracotta figures. They investigate the
Nok Culture from a holistic perspective and put it into the larger context of the
search for universal developmentsin the history of mankind. Such a development
- important because it initiated a new era of the past - is the transition from small
groups of hunters and gatherers to large communities with complex forms of
human co-existence. This process took place almost everywhere in the world in
the last 10,000 years, although in very different ways. The Nok Culture
represents an African variant of that process. It belongs to a group of
archaeological cultures or human groups, who in part subsisted on the crops they
were growing and lived in mostly small but permanent settlements in the savanna
regions south of the Sahara from the second millennium BCE onwards. The
discovery of metallurgy isthe next turning point in the development of the first
farming cultures. In Africathe first metal used was not copper or bronze asin the
Near East and Europe, but iron. The people of the Nok Culture were among the
first that produced iron south of the Sahara. This happened in the first millennium
BCE - about 1000 years after the agricultural beginning. While iron metallurgy
spread rapidly across sub-Saharan Africa, the terracotta scul ptures remained a
cultural monopoly of the Nok Culture. Nothing comparable existed in Africa
outside of Ancient Egypt and the Mediterranean coast. The oldest, securely dated
clay figures date back to the early first millennium BCE. Currently, it seems as if
they appeared in the Nok Culture before iron metallurgy, reaching their peak in
the following centuries. At the end of the first millennium BCE they disappeared
from the scene. There is hardly any doubt about the ritual character of the Nok
sculptures. Y et, central questions remain unanswered: Why did such an
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apparently complex world of ritual practices develop in an early farming culture
just before or at the beginning of the momentous invention of iron production?
Why were the elaborate scul ptures - as excavations show - intentionally
destroyed? And why did they disappear as suddenly as they emerged?
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This book provides insights into the archaeol ogical context of the Nok Culture in Nigeria (West Africa). It
was first published in German accompanying the same-titled exhibition Nok - Ein Ursprung afrikanischer
Skulptur at the Liebieghaus Skulpturensammlung in Frankfurt (30th October 2013 - 23rd March 2014) and
has now been trandated into English. A team of archaeologists from the Goethe University Frankfurt/Main
has been researching the Nok Culture since 2005. The results are now presented to the public. The Nok
Culture existed for about 1500 years - from around the mid-second millennium BCE to the turn of the
Common Era. It is mainly known by the elaborate terracotta scul ptures which were likewise the focus of the
exhibition. The research of the archaeol ogists from Frankfurt, however, not only concerns the terracotta
figures. They investigate the Nok Culture from a holistic perspective and put it into the larger context of the
search for universal developmentsin the history of mankind. Such a development - important because it
initiated a new era of the past - is the transition from small groups of hunters and gatherersto large
communities with complex forms of human co-existence. This process took place almost everywhere in the
world in the last 10,000 years, although in very different ways. The Nok Culture represents an African
variant of that process. It belongsto a group of archaeological cultures or human groups, who in part
subsisted on the crops they were growing and lived in mostly small but permanent settlements in the savanna
regions south of the Sahara from the second millennium BCE onwards. The discovery of metallurgy isthe
next turning point in the development of the first farming cultures. In Africathe first metal used was not
copper or bronze asin the Near East and Europe, but iron. The people of the Nok Culture were among the
first that produced iron south of the Sahara. This happened in the first millennium BCE - about 1000 years
after the agricultural beginning. While iron metallurgy spread rapidly across sub-Saharan Africa, the
terracotta scul ptures remained a cultural monopoly of the Nok Culture. Nothing comparable existed in Africa
outside of Ancient Egypt and the Mediterranean coast. The oldest, securely dated clay figures date back to
the early first millennium BCE. Currently, it seems asif they appeared in the Nok Culture before iron
metallurgy, reaching their peak in the following centuries. At the end of the first millennium BCE they
disappeared from the scene. There is hardly any doubt about the ritual character of the Nok sculptures. Y et,
central questions remain unanswered: Why did such an apparently complex world of ritual practices develop
in an early farming culture just before or at the beginning of the momentous invention of iron production?
Why were the elaborate scul ptures - as excavations show - intentionally destroyed? And why did they
disappear as suddenly as they emerged?
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Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Courtney Cook:

The book Nok: African Sculpture in Archaeological Context give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare
time. Y ou should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book Nok: African
Sculpture in Archaeological Context to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own
personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. Y ou may know everything if you like
wide open and read a book Nok: African Sculpture in Archaeological Context. Kinds of book are alot of. It
means that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So, how do you think about this publication?

Margaret Conley:

Beside this Nok: African Sculpture in Archaeological Context in your phone, it can give you away to get
nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from
your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It is good
thing to have Nok: African Sculpture in Archaeological Context because this book offers to you readable
information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you
have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring
beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!

Richard Russell:

This Nok: African Sculpture in Archaeological Context is brand new way for you who has intense curiosity
to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Nok:
African Sculpture in Archaeological Context can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books develop itself in the form which
can be reachable by anyone, sure | mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in e-book form
make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So thereis no in reading a e-book especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So, don't missthe item! Just read
this e-book kind for your better life as well as knowledge.

Theresa Callins:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen require book to know the change information of year to help year. Aswe know those books have



many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With the book Nok:
African Sculpture in Archaeological Context we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative
people? To get creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your
aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book Nok: African Sculpture in Archaeological
Context. Y ou can more attractive than now.
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