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We know that trees improve living conditions in cities by filtering and cooling
the air, absorbing excess rainwater, and making neighborhoods more attractive.
But little has been said about their role as keepers of a city's past. In this
collection of personal narratives, historical observations, and color photographs,
Benjamin Swett focuses on trees with stories to tell, adding a warm and welcome
narrative that is unique to New York City and its cosmopolitan character. The
stories of these trees from all five boroughs--some dating back to the
Revolutionary era and before--link the living with the past in an unusual,
engaging way.

A show of the photographs from the book will take place at the Arsenal Gallery
in Central Park, March 6 through April 26, 2013.
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We know that trees improve living conditions in cities by filtering and cooling the air, absorbing excess
rainwater, and making neighborhoods more attractive. But little has been said about their role as keepers of a
city's past. In this collection of personal narratives, historical observations, and color photographs, Benjamin
Swett focuses on trees with stories to tell, adding a warm and welcome narrative that is unique to New York
City and its cosmopolitan character. The stories of these trees from all five boroughs--some dating back to
the Revolutionary era and before--link the living with the past in an unusual, engaging way.

A show of the photographs from the book will take place at the Arsenal Gallery in Central Park, March 6
through April 26, 2013.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap

"If you love New York and you love trees, then you must read Benjamin Swett's beautiful book, New York
City of Trees. Swett describes the city's trees with the perceptiveness of an accomplished naturalist and the
artistry of a gifted photographer."

--Edward S. Barnard, author of New York City Trees: A Field Guide for the Metropolitan Area

From the Back Cover

"New York is a city built atop a forest. And in a forest, every tree has a story. As this wonderfully personal
account of the trees of New York City amply demonstrates, the trees are still here, idiosyncratic,
communicative, full of personality, standing for the ages with a resolute perseverance that does our forest-
city proud. Through Benjamin Swett's photographs and text, you will come to know your neighbors, make
new friends, hear their tales, tell them yours, and expand your notion of what it means to be a New Yorker. I
heartily recommend it."

--Eric Sanderson, Senior Conservation Ecologist at the Wildlife Conservation Society,
and author of Mannahatta: A Natural History of New York City

About the Author
Benjamin Swett worked as a photographer and writer for the New York City Parks Department for thirteen
years. His previous books include The Hudson Valley: A Cultural Guide (2009), Route 22 (2007), and Great
Trees of New York City: A Guide (2000). He lives in Manhattan with his wife and sons.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Todd Crain:

The event that you get from New York City of Trees will be the more deep you looking the information that
hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be
aware of but New York City of Trees giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in
specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-
known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this
particular New York City of Trees instantly.

Roy Brown:

This New York City of Trees usually are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person,
why. The reason of this New York City of Trees can be one of the great books you must have is usually



giving you more than just simple examining food but feed a person with information that might be will shock
your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever
your conditions in the e-book and printed types. Beside that this New York City of Trees forcing you to have
an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Bethany Christiansen:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled New York City of Trees can be fine book to read. May be
it can be best activity to you.

Julie Boyle:

Beside this specific New York City of Trees in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to
the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh through the
oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing
to have New York City of Trees because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at
times have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have
this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book as well as read it from right now!
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