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In the past, scholars have tended to dismiss the mathematics of the ancient
Egyptians as "child's play," compared with the achievements of the Greeks and
other later civilizations. Nevertheless, in a society that achieved the marvelous
accuracy of construction revealed in the Pyramids, extensive systems of
irrigation canals, the erection of large granaries, levying and collecting of taxes,
and other evidences of a well-organized and highly developed culture,
mathematics must have played a major role.
In this remarkably erudite work, the first book-length study of ancient Egyptian
mathematics, Professor Gillings examines the development of Egyptian
mathematics from its origins in commercial and practical computations to such
accomplishments as the solution of problems in direct and inverse proportion; the
solution of linear equations of the first degree; determining the sum of
arithmetical and geometrical progressions, and the use of rudimentary
trigonometric functions in describing the slopes of pyramids. Drawing on all the
extant sources — Egyptian Mathematical Leather Roll, the Reisner Papyri, the
Moscow Mathematical Papyrus, and, most extensively, the Rhind Mathematical
Papyrus, a training manual for scribes- the author shows that although the
mathematical operations of the ancient Egyptians were limited in number, they
were adaptable to a great many applications. Professor Gillings is also at pains to
debunk such myths as the numerical mysticism that arose in connection with the
construction of the great Pyramids, and the oft-repeated assertion that the
Egyptians were conversant with the Pythagorean Theorem.
Enhanced with photographs of age-old papyri and other artifacts, as well as the
author's own calligraphic renderings of hieroglyphic and hieratic words and
numerals, this carefully researched and well-presented study will fascinate
Egyptologists, mathematicians, engineers, archaeologists, and any student or
admirer of the remarkable civilization that flourished on the shores of the Nile so
many centuries ago.
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In the past, scholars have tended to dismiss the mathematics of the ancient Egyptians as "child's play,"
compared with the achievements of the Greeks and other later civilizations. Nevertheless, in a society that
achieved the marvelous accuracy of construction revealed in the Pyramids, extensive systems of irrigation
canals, the erection of large granaries, levying and collecting of taxes, and other evidences of a well-
organized and highly developed culture, mathematics must have played a major role.
In this remarkably erudite work, the first book-length study of ancient Egyptian mathematics, Professor
Gillings examines the development of Egyptian mathematics from its origins in commercial and practical
computations to such accomplishments as the solution of problems in direct and inverse proportion; the
solution of linear equations of the first degree; determining the sum of arithmetical and geometrical
progressions, and the use of rudimentary trigonometric functions in describing the slopes of pyramids.
Drawing on all the extant sources — Egyptian Mathematical Leather Roll, the Reisner Papyri, the Moscow
Mathematical Papyrus, and, most extensively, the Rhind Mathematical Papyrus, a training manual for
scribes- the author shows that although the mathematical operations of the ancient Egyptians were limited in
number, they were adaptable to a great many applications. Professor Gillings is also at pains to debunk such
myths as the numerical mysticism that arose in connection with the construction of the great Pyramids, and
the oft-repeated assertion that the Egyptians were conversant with the Pythagorean Theorem.
Enhanced with photographs of age-old papyri and other artifacts, as well as the author's own calligraphic
renderings of hieroglyphic and hieratic words and numerals, this carefully researched and well-presented
study will fascinate Egyptologists, mathematicians, engineers, archaeologists, and any student or admirer of
the remarkable civilization that flourished on the shores of the Nile so many centuries ago.
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Editorial Review
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From reader reviews:

Linda Christopher:

With other case, little people like to read book Mathematics in the Time of the Pharaohs. You can choose the
best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important some sort of book
Mathematics in the Time of the Pharaohs. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by
just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this
era, we can open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel
bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Frank Cockerham:

The book with title Mathematics in the Time of the Pharaohs has lot of information that you can understand
it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the the
positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Leslie Woodson:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a book you
can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon.
The Mathematics in the Time of the Pharaohs offer you a new experience in looking at a book.

Lily Terry:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Mathematics in the Time of the Pharaohs can
give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't and make
you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make
you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have Mathematics in the Time of the Pharaohs.
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