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Antonio Gramsci (1891–1937) was one of the most original political thinkers in
Western Marxism and an exceptional intellectual. Arrested and imprisoned by
the Italian Fascist regime in 1926, Gramsci died before fully regaining his
freedom, yet he wrote extensive letters while incarcerated, rich with insight into
the physical and psychological tortures of prison. In meticulous detail, Gramsci
records how political prisoners, himself included, contend with the fear of illness
and death and the rules and regulations that threaten to efface their individuality.
Forming an incomparable link between Gramsci's intellectual passion and his
emotional vulnerability, Letters from Prison shows a man reconstructing his life
while being separated from it, struggling to recapture the primary relationships
that once defined his identity. Frank Rosengarten divides more than four hundred
Gramsci letters into two companion volumes, complete with a chronology of the
thinker's crucial life experiences, an introduction that sheds light on the main
experiences and themes in the letters, biographical notes on his correspondents,
and a bibliography of works cited in his letters.
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Editorial Review

Review

The most complete and authoritative edition of Antonio Gramsci's prison letters available in any language.
Raymond Rosenthal's translation... is reliable and gives a good sense of the colloquial style of the original.
Frank Rosengarten's extensive notes, together with his introduction, represent a significant piece of Gramsci
scholarship.

(Journal of the History of Philosophy)

These volumes are laced with political insight. They are also shrewd, humorous, brave, and resourceful.

(Terry Eagleton The Guardian)

Painstakingly edited by Frank Rosengarten and movingly translated by Raymond Rosenthal... the letters are
illuminated by critical commentary that highlights the contrast between the material conditions of Gramsci's
confinement and the extraordinary spaciousness of his intellectual concerns.

(Socialism and Democracy)

A credit to publisher, translator, and editor.

(Radical Philosophy)

Invaluable.... The Letters serve to confirm Gramsci's remarkable intellectual stature.... Equally apparent is
the depth of his commitment to his beliefs.

(The Journal of the Historical Association)

One of the most poignant human stories of our century.

(Joseph A. Buttigieg, editor and translator of Gramsci's Prison Notebooks, Volumes 1, 2, and 3)

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Italian

About the Author

Frank Rosengarten is professor emeritus of Italian and comparative literature at the Graduate Center, City
University of New York. He is the author of The Italian Anti-Fascist Press; The Writings of the Young
Marcel Proust (1885-1900): An Ideological Critique; and Urbane Revolutionary: C.L.R. James and the
Struggle for a New Society.



Raymond Rosenthal (1915–1995) was a world-renowned translator of Italian literature.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kenneth Roberts:

The book Letters from Prison (Volume 1) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book Letters from Prison (Volume
1)? A few of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many data
for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for
that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Letters from Prison (Volume 1)
has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous
world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Mohammed Thomas:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded
place and notice by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand
than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Letters
from Prison (Volume 1) book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Kermit Diaz:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its protect may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Letters from Prison (Volume 1) why because the fantastic
cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is
definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.

Andrew Hulbert:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend
on what types of book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, as well as soon. The Letters from Prison (Volume 1) offer you a new experience in examining a
book.
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