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The murderous search for Josef Stalin's personal notebook takes an American
professor to the vast forests of northern Russia, where Stalin's final, shocking
secret waits to be discovered...

"A gratifying reminder that it is possible to write popular fiction with intelligence
and grace."--The Washington Post

"His best plotted and most absorbing."--Philadelphia Inquirer

"Beautifully blends fact and fiction."--Chicago Tribune

"Intriguing."--USA Today

"A MASTER...at his best."--Time

"Sizzling."--Newsweek

"POWERFUL...will keep you on edge."--New York Times
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Archangel is a remarkably literate novel--and simultaneously a gripping thriller--that explores the lingering
presence of Stalin amidst the corruption of modern-day Russia. Robert Harris (whose previous works include
Enigma and Fatherland) elevates his tale by choosing a narrator with an outsider's perspective but an
insider's knowledge of Soviet history: Fluke Kelso, a middle-aged scholar of Soviet Communism with a
special interest in the dark secrets of Joseph Stalin. For years, rumors have circulated about a notebook that
the aging dictator kept in his final years. In a chance encounter in Moscow, Kelso meets Papu Rapava, a
former NKVD guard who claims that he was at Stalin's deathbed and says that he assisted Politburo member
Beria in hiding the black oilskin notebook just as Stalin was passing. Before Kelso can get more details,
Rapava disappears, but the scholar is energized by the evidence Rapava has provided. As Kelso begins to
pursue his historical prize, however, his investigation ensnares him in a living web of Stalinist terror and
murder. It soon becomes clear that the notebook is the key to a doorway hiding many secrets, old and new.

Harris's understanding of Soviet and modern Russian is impressive. The novel rests on a seamless blend of
fact and fiction that places real figures from Soviet history alongside Kelso and his fictional colleagues.
Especially disturbing are the transcripts from interrogations and the excerpt from Kelso's lectures on Stalin;
the documents provide chilling evidence to support Kelso's claim: "There can now be no doubt that it is
Stalin rather than Hitler who is the most alarming figure of the twentieth century." --Patrick O'Kelley

From Publishers Weekly
As in his first thriller, Fatherland, Harris again plunders the past to tell an icy-slick story set mostly in the
present. Readers are plunged into mystery, danger and the affairs of great men at once, as, outside Moscow
in 1953, Stalin suffers a fatal stroke, and the notorious Beria, head of Stalin's secret police, orders a young
guard to swipe a key from the dictator's body, to stand watch as Beria uses it to steal a notebook from Stalin's
safe and then to help bury the notebook deep in the ground. These events unfold not in flashback proper but
as told to American Sovietologist C.R.A. "Fluke" Kelso by the guard, now an old drunk. Following a lead
from the old man's story as well as other clues, Kelso, soon accompanied by an American satellite-TV
journalist, goes in pursuit of the notebook and, later, the explosive secret it contains; others, including those
who cherish the days of Stalin's might, are on the chase as well. With this hunt as backbone, the plot fleshes
out in muscular fashion, fed by assorted conspiratorial interests and a welter of colorful, if sometimes too
obvious (Stalin as madman; Beria as sadist), characters. The crumbling ruin that is today's Moscow comes
alive in the details, which continue as Kelso's search moves north into the frozen desolation of the White Sea
port of Archangel. Sex, violence and violent sex all play a part in Harris's entertaining, well-constructed,
intelligently lurid tale, which, along with his first two novels, places him squarely in the footsteps not of
"Conrad, Green and le Carre," as the publisher would have it, but of Frederick Forsyth. And, like Forsyth,
Harris has yet to write a novel without bestseller stamped on it?including this one. Simultaneous audio book;
optioned for film by Mel Gibson.
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Harris's first novel, Fatherland (LJ 4/1/92), an international best seller, supposed that Hitler had won World
War II. His second, Enigma (LJ 10/1/95), another success, hinged on code-breaking in the same war. In
Archangel, Harris switches to modern, unstable Russia and raises another what-if?suppose a very real pro-
Stalinist cult wanted to bring "back" to power one of Stalin's sons. A discredited Oxford historian and an
American TV journalist stumble over papers suggesting such a possibility. They stay barely one jump ahead



of sinister competing forces in pursuing a twisting tale that keeps the reader turning pages almost past the
bizarre surprises at the end. A former journalist and author of several nonfiction works, Harris skillfully
mixes historical detail and fiction. This is likely to be as big a hit as the earlier two suspense tales, and
libraries everywhere should be prepared.
-?Roland C. Person, Southern Illinois Univ. Lib., Carbondale
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Annette Morrison:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading whatever they get
because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like examining a book?
Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you'll
have this Archangel.

Thomas Bedwell:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the guide untitled Archangel can be very good book to read. May be it
could be best activity to you.

Lori Thomas:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Archangel reserve written by well-
known writer who knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who have read the
book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate
your current hunger then you still uncertainty Archangel as good book not simply by the cover but also by
the content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing a different
sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to one more sixth sense.

Bonnie Thorp:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Archangel was multi-colored and of course has
pictures around. As we know that book Archangel has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teens.
For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not



at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the
best book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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