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A Decade of Dark Humor analyzes ways in which popular and visual culture
used humor--in avariety of forms--to confront the attacks of September 11, 2001,
and, more specifically, the aftermath. This interdisciplinary volume brings
together scholars from four countries to discuss the impact of humor and irony on
both media discourse and tangible political reality. Furthermore, it demonstrates
that laughter is simultaneously an avenue through which social issues are
deferred or obfuscated, away in which neoliberal or neoconservative rhetoric is
challenged, and a means of forming alternative political ideologies.

The volume's contributors cover a broad range of media productions, including
news parodies (The Daily Show with Jon Stewart, The Colbert Report, The
Onion), TV roundtable shows (Politically Incorrect with Bill Maher), comic
strips and cartoons (Aaron McGruder's The Boondocks, Jeff Danzinger's
editorial cartoons), television drama (Rescue Me), animated satire (South Park),
graphic novels (Art Spiegelman's In the Shadow of No Towers), documentary
(Fahrenheit 9/11), and other productions.

Along with examining the rhetorical methods and aesthetic techniques of these
productions, the essays place each in specific political and journalistic contexts,
showing how corporations, news outlets, and political institutions responded to--
and sometimes co-opted--these forms of humor.
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A Decade of Dark Humor analyzes ways in which popular and visual culture used humor--in avariety of
forms--to confront the attacks of September 11, 2001, and, more specificaly, the aftermath. This
interdisciplinary volume brings together scholars from four countries to discuss the impact of humor and
irony on both media discourse and tangible political reality. Furthermore, it demonstrates that laughter is
simultaneously an avenue through which social issues are deferred or obfuscated, away in which neoliberal
or neoconservative rhetoric is challenged, and a means of forming alternative political ideologies.

The volume's contributors cover abroad range of media productions, including news parodies (The Daily
Show with Jon Stewart, The Colbert Report, The Onion), TV roundtable shows (Politically Incorrect with
Bill Maher), comic strips and cartoons (Aaron McGruder's The Boondocks, Jeff Danzinger's editorial
cartoons), television drama (Rescue Me), animated satire (South Park), graphic novels (Art Spiegelman's In
the Shadow of No Towers), documentary (Fahrenheit 9/11), and other productions.

Along with examining the rhetorical methods and aesthetic techniques of these productions, the essays place
each in specific political and journalistic contexts, showing how corporations, news outlets, and political
institutions responded to--and sometimes co-opted--these forms of humor.
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Editorial Review

Review

“ A Decade of Dark Humor explores the uncertain intersections of trauma, power, and dissent that have
defined the United States following 9/11. Impressive for its depth and breadth, it makes a major contribution
to our understanding of the complex role irony and satire play during decidedly unfunny times.”

?Geoffrey Baym, associate professor of media studies at the University of North Carolina Greensboro and
author of From Cronkite to Colbert: The Evolution of Broadcast News and co-editor of the collection Not
Necessarily the News? News Parody and Palitical Satire across the Globe

From the Inside Flap
Essaysthat illustrate how humor transformed 9/11 politics and 9/11 transformed humor

About the Author

Ted Gournelos, Orlando, Florida, is assistant professor of critical mediaand cultural studies at Rollins
College, and the author of Popular Culture and the Future of Politics: Cultural Sudies and the Tao of
"South Park."

Viveca Greene, Northampton, Massachusetts, is visiting assistant professor of cultural studies at Hampshire
College. Her work has appeared in The Nation, In Media Res, and We the Media: A Citizen's Guide to
Fighting for Media Democracy.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Owen Ray:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled A Decade of Dark Humor: How Comedy, Irony, and
Satire Shaped Post-9/11 America. Try to face the book A Decade of Dark Humor: How Comedy, Irony, and
Satire Shaped Post-9/11 America as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone
and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The
book makes you much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we should make
new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Thomas Carlson:

Book iswritten, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a book. Book
has adifferent type. Asit isknown to us that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve A Decade of Dark Humor: How Comedy, Irony, and
Satire Shaped Post-9/11 Americawill make you to possibly be smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more



confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a book make
you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
appropriate book with you?

Bert Martinez;

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even a praoblem. What people must be
consider if those information which iswithin the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which oneis suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the
unstabl e resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take A Decade of Dark Humor: How Comedy, Irony,
and Satire Shaped Post-9/11 America as your daily resource information.

Harold Scott:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping A Decade of Dark Humor: How
Comedy, Irony, and Satire Shaped Post-9/11 Americathat give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly
that reading addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for al of you who wants to become success
person. So, for al you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick A Decade of Dark
Humor: How Comedy, Irony, and Satire Shaped Post-9/11 America become your own personal starter.
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