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In eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Britain, books of travel and exploration
were much more than simply the printed experiences of intrepid authors. They
were works of both artistry and industry—products of the complex, and often
contested, relationships between authors and editors, publishers and printers.
These books captivated the reading public and played a vital role in creating new
geographical truths. In an age of global wonder and of expanding empires, there
was no publisher more renowned for its travel books than the House of John
Murray.

Drawing on detailed examination of the John Murray Archive of manuscripts,
images, and the firm’s correspondence with its many authors—a list that included
such illustrious explorers and scientists as Charles Darwin and Charles Lyell, and
literary giants like Jane Austen, Lord Byron, and Sir Walter Scott—Travels into
Print considers how journeys of exploration became published accounts and how
travelers sought to demonstrate the faithfulness of their written testimony and to
secure their personal credibility. This fascinating study in historical geography
and book history takes modern readers on a journey into the nature of
exploration, the production of authority in published travel narratives, and the
creation of geographical authorship—a journey bound together by the unifying
force of a world-leading publisher.
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In eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Britain, books of travel and exploration were much more than simply
the printed experiences of intrepid authors. They were works of both artistry and industry—products of the
complex, and often contested, relationships between authors and editors, publishers and printers. These
books captivated the reading public and played a vital role in creating new geographical truths. In an age of
global wonder and of expanding empires, there was no publisher more renowned for its travel books than the
House of John Murray.

Drawing on detailed examination of the John Murray Archive of manuscripts, images, and the firm’s
correspondence with its many authors—a list that included such illustrious explorers and scientists as
Charles Darwin and Charles Lyell, and literary giants like Jane Austen, Lord Byron, and Sir Walter
Scott—Travels into Print considers how journeys of exploration became published accounts and how
travelers sought to demonstrate the faithfulness of their written testimony and to secure their personal
credibility. This fascinating study in historical geography and book history takes modern readers on a
journey into the nature of exploration, the production of authority in published travel narratives, and the
creation of geographical authorship—a journey bound together by the unifying force of a world-leading
publisher.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Travels Into Print is a study of both how these narratives were written and published, and how readers came
to understand Britain’s place in an expanding world through their consumption of these works. The authors
argue that Murray was not simply reproducing travel diaries; the publisher often had a good deal of
influence on how narratives were shaped and presented, including the maps and illustrations that were
reproduced from field sketches with varying degrees of accuracy. Analyses of the texts themselves show
how writers strove to present themselves as credible and authoritative, and how government sponsorship
perhaps affected the motive and message of exploration narratives. John Murray's prominence in the field
permits wider conclusions to be drawn about the history of publishing and the production and reception of
travel writing. The interdisciplinary nature of this treatment makes the work accessible and relevant to
scholars in many fields. . . . Recommended.”
(H. Corbett, Northeastern University Choice)

“This is a work solidly based on extensive research in the John Murray Archive, now made more accessible
since becoming a jewel in the crown of the National Library of Scotland. . . . As is the custom with the
University of Chicago Press, production standards are of the highest and at a price much more favourable
than is the norm for British publishers. The coloured plates, and black and white illustrations in the text are
all carefully chosen to add to the narrative. . . . Readers with an interest in nineteenth-century publishing
without a specialist interest in discovery and exploration will find much of interest in the developments of a
major publishing house.”
(Library: The Transactions of the Bibliographical Society)

“Travels into Print provides a crucial textual back story, as it were, to more theoretically inflected studies of
nineteenth-century travel writing, one that sheds new light on the complex ways colonial encounters and
narratives made the journey into print. . . . Travels into Print has much to offer scholars of nineteenth-
century literature, history, and print culture. Meticulously researched, the book also forms a fine introduction
to the interdisciplinary nature of travel studies and to the current state of scholarship in the field. . . . One
hopes that Travels into Print marks the beginning of still deeper forays into questions of textual production
and history, a rich and largely unchartered corner of travel writing studies.”
(Nineteenth-Century Contexts)

“Opens up a world of travel writing. The link between a world-leading publisher and two centuries of
exploration is . . . celebrated.”
(Discover: The Magazine of the National Library of Scotland)

“A significant interdisciplinary study that makes contributions not just to the history of geographical
exploration and of the book trade, but also to the history of science, art, and cartography, as well as to
popular culture, literary studies, and theories of the meaning and reception of ideas. . . . In summary, this is a
well-researched, in-depth analysis of a relevant and interesting subject. It is recommended for those
interested in historical geography, the history of books, or the relation between popular culture and
exploration.”
(Beau Riffenburgh Polar Record)



“A landmark in the study of travel literature.”
(Ab Imperio)

“This methodologically sophisticated study is a landmark in interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary
scholarship. . . . The authors’ thorough exploration of the John Murray archive and their astute deployment
of contextual material make Travels into Print an invaluable contribution to the fields of geography, history
of science, and history of the book. It will be a benchmark against which the value of further
interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary studies will be measured.”
(Eleni Loukopoulou, independent scholar British Journal for the History of Science)

“Astute and valuable. . . . Though Travels into Print is concerned with a specific genre of writing which
appeared from one publishing house at a well-defined moment in time, the intervention it makes is an
important one to remember for all students of authorship.”
(Jasper Schelstraete, Ghent University Authorship)

“The originality of the book’s focus lies in its attention to the whole process of publishing, from the writer’s
original notebooks through to the end product and its marketing. It moves from the facts of travel and
geographical exploration to consider how the accounts of these travels appeared in print—a journey that
turns out to have been rich in complications. This kind of attention is made possible by the uniquely full
records that survive in the John Murray Archive. In this sense, the book is a case study; but the issues raised
are so wide-ranging that it turns itself into a much more ambitious analysis. Each of the three authors has
clearly brought different strengths to the project, broadening and deepening the book’s range. But they have
worked together so effectively that the book reads as if it had been written by a single author: there is only
one voice. A triumph for the virtues of collaboration and a novel, needed, and groundbreaking contribution,
this is a truly original and major work, arguably the most important yet to appear in the burgeoning field of
travel writing studies.”
(Peter Hulme, University of Essex, UK author of "Cuba’s Wild East: A Literary Geography of Oriente")

“No one did more to transform travel writing into one of the nineteenth century’s most popular genres than
the publishing firm of John Murray, and no one has done more to reveal the significance of that project than
the authors of this important new book.  Making meticulous use of the Murray archives, Keighren, Withers,
and Bell have written a rich and penetrating account of how, as they put it, ‘the world was put into words.’ 
Their study offers fresh insights into the premises and practices of travel and exploration, the struggle to give
credibility to travelers’ tales, the highly mediated process by which travelers became authors, the social and
economic forces that shaped print culture, and much more, making it a work that scholars in a range of
disciplines will want to read.”
(Dane Kennedy, George Washington University author of "The Last Blank Spaces: Exploring Africa and
Australia")

“Travels into Print offers an original and nuanced approach to book history that exposes the rich
interdisciplinary nature of the field. While the work claims neither to be a house history nor an exhaustive
exploration of the Murray Archive, its three authors interweave perspectives from historical geography,
history of science, art history, material culture, and literary studies to examine travel, topography, and the
book trade. In the process, they demonstrate the complex technical, intellectual, political, cultural, and moral
negotiations and interventions that bring printed works into the public sphere. Written in a highly engaging,
accessible style, Travels into Print gives a fascinating glimpse into the multivariate worlds of travel and
exploration narratives and how they have been fashioned in and out of the imaginations of authors,
publishers, and their audiences.”
(Sydney Shep, Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand)



About the Author
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Maria Tate:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you should have this Travels into Print: Exploration, Writing, and
Publishing with John Murray, 1773-1859.

Donald Lester:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your own
free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the book untitled Travels into Print: Exploration, Writing, and Publishing with John Murray,
1773-1859 can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Sandra Conaway:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Travels into Print: Exploration,
Writing, and Publishing with John Murray, 1773-1859 e-book written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
question Travels into Print: Exploration, Writing, and Publishing with John Murray, 1773-1859 as good book
but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by
its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.



Clifford Harris:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. Through the book Travels into Print: Exploration, Writing, and Publishing with John Murray, 1773-
1859 we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must love to
read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your
life with that book Travels into Print: Exploration, Writing, and Publishing with John Murray, 1773-1859.
You can more pleasing than now.
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