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An ex–Wall Street trader improved on Moneyball’s famed sabermetrics and
beat the Vegas odds with his own betting methods. Here is the story of how
Joe Peta turned fantasy baseball into a dream come true.
 
Joe Peta turned his back on his Wall Street trading career to pursue an
ingenious—and incredibly risky—dream. He would apply his risk-analysis skills
to Major League Baseball, and treat the sport like the S&P 500.
 
In Trading Bases, Peta takes us on his journey from the ballpark in San Francisco
to the trading floors and baseball bars of New York and the sportsbooks of Las
Vegas, telling the story of how he created a baseball “hedge fund” with an
astounding 41 percent return in his first year. And he explains the unique methods
he developed.
 
Along the way, Peta provides insight into the Wall Street crisis he managed to
escape: the fragility of the midnineties investment model; the disgraced former
CEO of Lehman Brothers, who recruited Peta; and the high-adrenaline
atmosphere where million-dollar sports-betting pools were common.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Peta, a successful Wall Street trader, found himself confined to a wheelchair in early 2011—he had suffered
multiple injuries after being struck by an ambulance as he was walking in Lower Manhattan—and then fired
by his employer, Nomura Securities. Reengaging with the world by joining his love of statistical analysis to
baseball, Peta created a reliable system for beating Vegas odds throughout the 2011 Major League season. It
would be easy to call out Peta for cynically using sport for financial gain—and he can be unnervingly
detached when crunching numbers—but it’s clear that he loves the game itself as much as the winnings.
Moreover, he asks a number of salient questions, such as: How can businesses on Wall Street and beyond
apply the thinking used by baseball sabermetricians to strengthen their own organizations? The answers, and
how Peta arrived at them, make for great reading. --Alan Moores

Review
“Fascinating…reads like a mash up of Liar’s Poker and Moneyball.”—Publishers Weekly

“[A] swaggering story from frantic stock trader to professional sports bettor....Even casual baseball fans
could learn from it. Serious fans should slurp it up like ballpark beer.”—Los Angeles Times
 
“He reminds me of Nate Silver—he’s able to blend different worlds (in this case, baseball and finance) using
his intense knowledge of each to give us a very entertaining read.”—Play-by-Play Announcer for the San
Francisco Giants and ESPN National Sportscaster Dave Flemming

“Peta created a reliable system for beating Vegas odds throughout the 2011 Major League season…but it’s
clear he loves the game as much as the winnings. Moreover, he asks a number of salient questions, such as:
How can businesses on Wall Street and beyond apply thinking used by baseball sabermetricians to
strengthen their own organizations? The answers, and how Peta arrived at them, make for great
reading.”—Booklist
 

From the Back Cover
"Fascinating. . . . The deftly explained math only enhances the ballpark drama. . . . Peta's hardheaded but
warmhearted narrative reads like a mash-up of Liar's Poker and Moneyball peppered with besotted
evocations of emerald-green outfields and sports-bar camaraderie. His is that rare finance saga that's both
smart and loads of fun." -- Publisher's Weekly 

"Joe Peta has a wonderful story to tell and precious insights into the evaluation of talent, investments, and
risk. This is a great book for anyone with capital to allocate. But if you love baseball half as much as Peta
does, you will find Trading Bases absolutely irresistible." -- Tyler Cowen, author of The Great Stagnation
and An Economist Gets Lunch 

"Joe Peta has joined the new wave of baseball analysts who are changing the way many of us look at the
game. He is taking a rightful place alongside guys like Jonah Keri, Jay Jaffe, and Dave Cameron as must-
reads for me in the baseball landscape. He reminds me in some ways of Nate Silver -- he's able to blend
different worlds (in this case, baseball and finance) using his intense knowledge of each to give us a very

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


entertaining read." -- Dave Flemming, play-by-play announcer for the San Francisco Giants and ESPN
national sportscaster

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia McGuire:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Trading Bases: How a Wall Street Trader Made a Fortune Betting on
Baseball. Try to stumble through book Trading Bases: How a Wall Street Trader Made a Fortune Betting on
Baseball as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside
those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book
makes you much more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to
make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Agustin Byler:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the
item for a while is reading. Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay
than other is high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Trading Bases:
How a Wall Street Trader Made a Fortune Betting on Baseball book as starter and daily reading publication.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Susan Gaier:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Trading Bases: How a Wall Street Trader Made a Fortune Betting
on Baseball book is readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here
are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that
want to supply to you. The writer involving Trading Bases: How a Wall Street Trader Made a Fortune
Betting on Baseball content conveys thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-
book are not different in the content material but it just different available as it. So , do you still thinking
Trading Bases: How a Wall Street Trader Made a Fortune Betting on Baseball is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

Lila Costillo:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Trading Bases: How a Wall Street Trader
Made a Fortune Betting on Baseball can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are



consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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