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The first English translation of Mipham Rinpoche's commentary on the
"wisdom" chapter of Shantideva's classic text, in which Mipham explains
Madhyamaka philosophy from the perspective of the Dzogchen tradition of
Tibetan Buddhism.

Sh?ntideva’s guide to the training of a Bodhisattva is one of the most important
and beloved texts in the Tibetan tradition. The ninth chapter, however, dealing
with Madhyamaka, the Middle Way, the most profound wisdom view of
Mahayana Buddhism, has always posed unique challenges to readers.

This commentary by the great scholar Mipham Rinpoche presents in quite
straightforward terms Sh?ntideva’s exposition of emptiness, the essential
foundation of all Buddhist doctrine, demonstrating that it is not only compatible
with, but in fact crucial to, the correct understanding of other important Buddhist
teachings such as karma, rebirth, and the practice of compassion. Mipham
interprets Sh?ntideva according to the view of the Nyingma school, which in
some respects was at variance with the religiously and politically dominant
interpretation of the text in Tibet at that time. As a result, his commentary stirred
up a furious debate. With the addition of a critique of Mipham Rinpoche’s view
by a prominent scholar of the time, along with Mipham’s response, that debate is
beautifully captured in this volume.
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The first English translation of Mipham Rinpoche's commentary on the "wisdom" chapter of
Shantideva's classic text, in which Mipham explains Madhyamaka philosophy from the perspective of
the Dzogchen tradition of Tibetan Buddhism.

Sh?ntideva’s guide to the training of a Bodhisattva is one of the most important and beloved texts in the
Tibetan tradition. The ninth chapter, however, dealing with Madhyamaka, the Middle Way, the most
profound wisdom view of Mahayana Buddhism, has always posed unique challenges to readers.

This commentary by the great scholar Mipham Rinpoche presents in quite straightforward terms
Sh?ntideva’s exposition of emptiness, the essential foundation of all Buddhist doctrine, demonstrating that it
is not only compatible with, but in fact crucial to, the correct understanding of other important Buddhist
teachings such as karma, rebirth, and the practice of compassion. Mipham interprets Sh?ntideva according to
the view of the Nyingma school, which in some respects was at variance with the religiously and politically
dominant interpretation of the text in Tibet at that time. As a result, his commentary stirred up a furious
debate. With the addition of a critique of Mipham Rinpoche’s view by a prominent scholar of the time, along
with Mipham’s response, that debate is beautifully captured in this volume.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Shantideva’s ‘Wisdom Chapter’ essentializes the Madhyamika teachings. With reasoning that precisely
elucidates all of Nagarjuna’s subtle points, this single chapter has provided a doorway to the Middle Way
teachings for many great masters, including Jamgön Mipham Rinpoche, author of the Ketaka Jewel.
Mipham’s commentary and his subsequent debate with Drakar Tulku of the Riwo Gadenpa school show us
the potential of deep debate. This dialogue about the nature of phenomena between two of the preeminent
scholars and meditation masters of the nineteenth century has moved and inspired many, including myself. I
hope this translation serves in the same manner that their original discussion has, ever since it came into
being. I am delighted to see that Wulstan Fletcher and the Padmakara Translation Group have accomplished
such a great feat, and dedicate the merit of their undertaking to the blossoming of prajna in all
beings.”—Dzigar Kongtrul, author of The Intelligent Heart

“It is important to understand that the Buddha never taught because of his knowledge but always through his
compassion—according to the needs of his hearers. That’s why he didn’t really mean what he said in some
teachings and did really mean it in others. That distinction is very important, because Shantideva’s ninth
chapter is a commentary on what the Buddha really meant! It’s also most important to understand that the
reasoning Buddhists use to investigate ultimate truth cannot be used to examine relative truth. And yet,
unconsciously, we always do that—which creates the huge pitfall of underestimating relative truth and
exaggerating ultimate truth, or the reverse.

If you truly want to understand this, then read Shantideva’s ninth chapter again and again. In fact, never stop
reading it. To that end, Mipham Rinpoche’s commentary is like a magnifying glass and telescope
combined—for those who are farsighted and nearsighted.” —Dzongsar Jamyamg Khyentse, author of The
Guru Drinks Bourbon?

“The Padmakara Translation Group has made yet another major contribution to Buddhist scholarship with
this compilation of beautiful and accessible translations of important Tibetan Buddhist texts. The Wisdom
Chapter presents a major debate that has been going on for centuries on the nature of ultimate truth, and a
debate with continued relevance for living Buddhist traditions in the contemporary world. The introduction
and translations here guide the reader through the dynamic and complex world of Buddhist commentarial
tradition as it charts the contours of two major lines of interpretation of Madhyamaka in Tibet.”—Douglas S.
Duckworth, author of Jamgön Mipam: His Life and Teachings

About the Author
Jamgön Mipham (1846–1912) is one of the most extraordinary figures in the history of Tibetan Buddhism of
the modern age. An important member of the nonsectarian movement of nineteenth-century Tibet, he was a
scholar of outstanding brilliance whose writings are eagerly sought after by present-day teachers and
students of the practice of Dzogchen and the Nyingma tradition.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Esmeralda Rossman:

The book The Wisdom Chapter: Jamgön Mipham's Commentary on the Ninth Chapter of The Way of the
Bodhisattva can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
So just why must we leave the great thing like a book The Wisdom Chapter: Jamgön Mipham's Commentary
on the Ninth Chapter of The Way of the Bodhisattva? A number of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of
these. Book The Wisdom Chapter: Jamgön Mipham's Commentary on the Ninth Chapter of The Way of the
Bodhisattva has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Suzanne Macdougall:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this The Wisdom Chapter:
Jamgön Mipham's Commentary on the Ninth Chapter of The Way of the Bodhisattva book as beginner and
daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Kenneth Roland:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Wisdom Chapter: Jamgön Mipham's
Commentary on the Ninth Chapter of The Way of the Bodhisattva reserve written by well-known writer who
knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within
good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
question The Wisdom Chapter: Jamgön Mipham's Commentary on the Ninth Chapter of The Way of the
Bodhisattva as good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break
don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come
on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Miguel Lynch:

The book untitled The Wisdom Chapter: Jamgön Mipham's Commentary on the Ninth Chapter of The Way
of the Bodhisattva contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy
approach. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read
that. The book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new time of literary works.
You can actually read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or product, so you can
read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available
their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.
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