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Anderson Lake is a company man, AgriGen's Calorie Man in Thailand. Under
cover as a factory manager, Anderson combs Bangkok's street markets in search
of foodstuffs thought to be extinct, hoping to reap the bounty of history's lost
calories. There, he encounters Emiko. Emiko is the Windup Girl, a strange and
beautiful creature. One of the New People, Emiko is not human; instead, she is
an engineered being, creche-grown and programmed to satisfy the decadent
whims of a Kyoto businessman, but now abandoned to the streets of Bangkok.
Regarded as soulless beings by some, devils by others, New People are slaves,
soldiers, and toys of the rich in a chilling near future in which calorie companies
rule the world, the oil age has passed, and the side effects of bio-engineered
plagues run rampant across the globe.
What Happens when calories become currency? What happens when bio-
terrorism becomes a tool for corporate profits, when said bio-terrorism's genetic
drift forces mankind to the cusp of post-human evolution? In The Windup Girl,
award-winning author Paolo Bacigalupi returns to the world of "The Calorie
Man" (Theodore Sturgeon Memorial Award-winner, Hugo Award nominee,
2006) and "Yellow Card Man" (Hugo Award nominee, 2007) in order to address
these poignant questions.

Skyhorse Publishing, under our Night Shade and Talos imprints, is proud to
publish a broad range of titles for readers interested in science fiction (space
opera, time travel, hard SF, alien invasion, near-future dystopia), fantasy
(grimdark, sword and sorcery, contemporary urban fantasy, steampunk,
alternative history), and horror (zombies, vampires, and the occult and
supernatural), and much more. While not every title we publish becomes a New
York Times bestseller, a national bestseller, or a Hugo or Nebula award-winner,
we are committed to publishing quality books from a diverse group of authors.
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Anderson Lake is a company man, AgriGen's Calorie Man in Thailand. Under cover as a factory manager,
Anderson combs Bangkok's street markets in search of foodstuffs thought to be extinct, hoping to reap the
bounty of history's lost calories. There, he encounters Emiko. Emiko is the Windup Girl, a strange and
beautiful creature. One of the New People, Emiko is not human; instead, she is an engineered being, creche-
grown and programmed to satisfy the decadent whims of a Kyoto businessman, but now abandoned to the
streets of Bangkok. Regarded as soulless beings by some, devils by others, New People are slaves, soldiers,
and toys of the rich in a chilling near future in which calorie companies rule the world, the oil age has
passed, and the side effects of bio-engineered plagues run rampant across the globe.
What Happens when calories become currency? What happens when bio-terrorism becomes a tool for
corporate profits, when said bio-terrorism's genetic drift forces mankind to the cusp of post-human
evolution? In The Windup Girl, award-winning author Paolo Bacigalupi returns to the world of "The Calorie
Man" (Theodore Sturgeon Memorial Award-winner, Hugo Award nominee, 2006) and "Yellow Card Man"
(Hugo Award nominee, 2007) in order to address these poignant questions.

Skyhorse Publishing, under our Night Shade and Talos imprints, is proud to publish a broad range of titles
for readers interested in science fiction (space opera, time travel, hard SF, alien invasion, near-future
dystopia), fantasy (grimdark, sword and sorcery, contemporary urban fantasy, steampunk, alternative
history), and horror (zombies, vampires, and the occult and supernatural), and much more. While not every
title we publish becomes a New York Times bestseller, a national bestseller, or a Hugo or Nebula award-
winner, we are committed to publishing quality books from a diverse group of authors.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. Noted short story writer Bacigalupi (Pump Six and Other Stories) proves equally adept at
novel length in this grim but beautifully written tale of Bangkok struggling for survival in a post-oil era of
rising sea levels and out-of-control mutation. Capt. Jaidee Rojjanasukchai of the Thai Environment Ministry
fights desperately to protect his beloved nation from foreign influences. Factory manager Anderson Lake
covertly searches for new and useful mutations for a hated Western agribusiness. Aging Chinese immigrant
Tan Hock Seng lives by his wits while looking for one last score. Emiko, the titular despised but impossibly
seductive product of Japanese genetic engineering, works in a brothel until she accidentally triggers a civil
war. This complex, literate and intensely felt tale, which recalls both William Gibson and Ian McDonald at
their very best, will garner Bacigalupi significant critical attention and is clearly one of the finest science
fiction novels of the year. (Oct.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From School Library Journal
Adult/High School—In a future Thailand, calories are the greatest commodity. Anderson is a calorie-man
whose true objective is to discover new food sources that his company can exploit. His secretary, Hock Seng,
is a refugee from China seeking to ensure his future. Jaidee is an officer of the Environmental Ministry
known for upholding regulations rather than accepting bribes. His partner, Kanya, is torn between respect for
Jaidee and hatred for the agency that destroyed her childhood home. Emiko is a windup, an engineered and
despised creation, discarded by her master and now subject to brutality by her patron. The actions of these
characters set in motion events that could destroy the country. Bacigalupi has created a compelling, if bleak,
society in which corruption, betrayal, and despair are commonplace, and more positive behavior and
emotions such as hope and love are regarded with great suspicion. The complex plot and equally complex
characters require a great deal of commitment from readers. Even the most sympathetic people have darker
sides, and it is difficult to determine which character or faction should triumph. This highly nuanced, violent,
and grim novel is not for every teen. However, mature readers with an interest in political or environmental
science fiction or those for whom dystopias are particularly appealing will be intrigued. If they are able to
immerse themselves completely into the calorie-mad world of a future Bangkok, they will not be
disappointed.—Karen E. Brooks-Reese, Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, PA
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Bookmarks Magazine
Reviewers seemed to struggle with The Windup Girl, but in the same way one struggles with a great work of
art. All were bewildered by the world Bacigalupi has created and by his ability to create characters that
effectively dramatize its many differences from (as well as crucial similarities to) our own. Yet all felt the
need to dwell upon some aspect of the book that did not quite sit right with them--whether it was the intense
(though not gratuitous) violence or the sleights of hand Bacigalupi uses to craft the plot. Perhaps such
reactions were not surprising, though, for a book that many hailed as a masterpiece of the unsettling.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000242451


George Gomez:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book The Windup Girl. You can choose the best book if you
want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book The Windup Girl. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you
can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
study.

Kelly Spinney:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Windup Girl book written by well-
known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty The Windup Girl as good book but not only by the cover but
also through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you
so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Nancy Harris:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us
novel, comics, as well as soon. The The Windup Girl provide you with new experience in studying a book.

Shaun Sae:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Windup Girl can give you a lot of
buddies because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and make an individual more
like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer
you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be
great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Windup Girl.
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