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In The Informant, historian Gary May reveals the untold story of the murder of
civil rights worker Viola Liuzzo, shot to death by members of the violent
Birmingham Ku Klux Klan at the end of Martin Luther King's historic Voting
Rights March in 1965. The case drew national attention and was solved almost
instantly, because one of the Klansman present during the shooting was Gary
Thomas Rowe, an undercover FBI informant. At the time, Rowe' s information
and subsequent testimony were heralded as a triumph of law enforcement. But as
Gary May revealsin this provocative and powerful book, Rowe's history of
collaboration with both the Klan and the FBI was far more complex.

Based on previously unexamined FBI and Justice Department Records, The
Informant demonstrates that in their ongoing efforts to protect Rowe's cover, the
FBI knowingly became an accessory to some of the most grotesgue crimes of the
Civil Rights era-—-including a vicious attack on the Freedom Riders and perhaps
even the bombing of the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church.

A tale of arenegade informant and an intelligence system ill-prepared to deal
with threats from within, The Informant offers a dramatic and cautionary tale
about what can happen when secret police power goes unchecked.
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In The Informant, historian Gary May reveals the untold story of the murder of civil rights worker Viola
Liuzzo, shot to death by members of the violent Birmingham Ku Klux Klan at the end of Martin Luther
King's historic Voting Rights March in 1965. The case drew national attention and was solved almost
instantly, because one of the Klansman present during the shooting was Gary Thomas Rowe, an undercover
FBI informant. At the time, Rowe' s information and subsequent testimony were heralded as atriumph of law
enforcement. But as Gary May revealsin this provocative and powerful book, Rowe's history of
collaboration with both the Klan and the FBI was far more complex.

Based on previously unexamined FBI and Justice Department Records, The Informant demonstrates that in
their ongoing efforts to protect Rowe' s cover, the FBI knowingly became an accessory to some of the most
grotesque crimes of the Civil Rights era--including a vicious attack on the Freedom Riders and perhaps even
the bombing of the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church.

A tale of arenegade informant and an intelligence system ill-prepared to deal with threats from within, The
Informant offers a dramatic and cautionary tale about what can happen when secret police power goes
unchecked.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Starred Review. May, whose previous explorations of American history in works such as Un-American
Activities: The Trials of William Remington were critically acclaimed for their vivid writing and painstaking
research, has turned his formidabl e talents to restoring a controversial episode in the civil rights struggle.
While dain activist Viola Liuzzo is far from a household name today, her murder in 1965 at the hands of the
Ku Klux Klan immediately after the Selma, Ala., voting rights march was a national sensation. President
Johnson kept close tabs on the investigation. When suspects were taken into custody almost immediately, it
seemed that J. Edgar Hoover's FBI was doing its job brilliantly; federal informant Gary Thomas Rowe, who
fingered the suspects, had infiltrated the Alabama Klan five years earlier. But as May lucidly describes,
Rowe's own role in the murder was suspicious, and his experiences with the KKK, which often crossed the
line dividing observer from participant, linked him with other notorious race crimes of the era, including the
Birmingham church bombing. May succeeds brilliantly at weaving his threads into an engrossing narrative,
even while maintaining the three-dimensional humanity of both Liuzzo and Rowe. Contemporary resonance
is provided by linking the FBI's handling of Rowe with the challenges today's bureau facesin the war on
terror, which must also rely on unscrupulous and violent informants. Thisis popular history at its best and
shines along overdue light on adark chapter in the FBI's past. (June)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

“Gary May’s page-turner is a demonstration that truth can be stranger than fiction. His book is a cautionary
tale about secret government in general and the misuse of secret agentsin particular. Part biography, part
history, May’s book is awindow on personalities and events essential to our understanding of the Civil
Rights era of the 1960s.”—Robert Dallek

“The Informant is a gripping and suspenseful account of an enormously important event in American history.
Based on unprecedented access to internal FBI documents, it offers fresh revelations about the Ku Klux
Klan, the FBI, and the Civil Rights movement. Thisis agreat book and, incidentally, areal page-
turner.”—Richard Gid Powers, author of Broken: The Troubled Past and Uncertain Future of the FBI

"The Informant is an important book. As awonderful storyteller and historian, Gary May uses adramatic
1965 Civil Rights murder to tell the fascinating account of an FBI informant system that had careened out of
control. Breaking new ground with his prodigious research, May takes readers back to the 1960s, inside the
violent world of the Ku Klux Klan and the strife that was splitting America. May vividly demonstrates the
danger of fighting today’ s terrorists by relying on violent informants operating in a criminal netherworld
with no fear of arrest. The Informant is ariveting and cautionary tale for modern times."—Gerald Posner,
author of Why America Sept: The Failureto Prevent 9/11

(Gerald Posner)

"The Informant is a gripping and suspenseful account of an enormously important event in American history.
Based on unprecedented accessto internal FBI documents, it offers fresh revelations about the Ku Klux



Klan, the FBI, and the Civil Rights movement. Thisis a great book and, incidentally, areal page-
turner."—Richard Gid Powers, author of Broken: The Troubled Past and Uncertain Future of the FBI

(Richard Gid Powers)

"Gary May’ s page-turner is a demonstration that truth can be stranger than fiction. His book is a cautionary
tale about secret government in general and the misuse of secret agentsin particular. Part biography, part
history, May’s book is awindow on personalities and events essential to our understanding of the civil rights
era of the 1960s."— Robert Dallek

(Robert Dallek)
About the Author

Gary May is professor of history and director of the Master of Artsin Liberal Studies Program, University
of Delaware. His previous books include China Scapegoat: The Diplomatic Ordeal of John Carter Vincent
and Un-American Activities: The Trials of William Remington.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Terri Wiggins:

This The Informant: The FBI, the Ku Klux Klan, and the Murder of Viola Liuzzo is great e-book for you
because the content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can
declare no rambling sentencesinside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole factsin it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having The Informant: The FBI, the Ku Klux Klan, and the Murder of ViolaLiuzzo in
your hand like finding the world in your arm, datain it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no
reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this can be
good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?

Jessica Jones:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Informant: The FBI, the
Ku Klux Klan, and the Murder of Viola Liuzzo which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this



book? Let's notice.

Bruce Mull:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific The Informant: The FBI, the Ku Klux
Klan, and the Murder of Viola Liuzzo can give you alot of friends because by you looking at this one book
you have factor that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We
should have The Informant: The FBI, the Ku Klux Klan, and the Murder of Viola Liuzzo.

Rafael Perez:

Asascholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or
rea their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photos on there. Y eah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that
on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore, this The Informant: The FBI, the Ku Klux Klan, and the Murder of Viola Liuzzo can make you
feel more interested to read.
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