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Brazil has undergone transformative change since the 1980s, from an
authoritarian regime to a democratic society advancing on all fronts—political,
social, economic, and diplomatic. In Starting Over, Albert Fishlow traces the
evolution of this member of the BRICS group over the last twenty-five years and
looks toward the future as the newly elected president, Dilma Rousseff, follows
her very popular predecessor, Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva, or "Lula."

The transformation of the country began with the founding of the Nova
República and the Constitution of 1988, which established a strong executive and
encased key social principles such as a citizen's right to education and health
care. Then the Real Plan of 1994—initiated under President Fernando Henrique
Cardoso—set the stage for economic growth and a stable economy. There were
setbacks, especially in the mid-1990s with the Mexican devaluation, Asian
financial crisis, Russian default, and Argentine collapse, and, later, the U.S.
recession. But changed economic policies in the late 1990s put Brazil on the right
path to future economic growth, which resumed during the Lula years.

With popular participation in the electoral process at an all-time high, politics has
been profoundly altered in Brazil. Economic rules are now more permanent, and
economic advance more regular. A healthier and longer life is now available to a
broader swath of the population, and there is opportunity for social advancement.
In addition, its foreign policy has greater consequence internally as well as
externally.

Dilma's two immediate predecessors—Cardoso and Lula—are tough acts to
follow. Their influence has been profound, and Brazil is now a very different
nation than it was in the 1980s. But she is working from their template to move
the country forward. This insightful book clearly explains how and why the
country has progressed to its current standing and what the future portends.
Starting Over is essential reading for anyone trying to grasp what is happening in
this dynamic nation.
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Brazil has undergone transformative change since the 1980s, from an authoritarian regime to a democratic
society advancing on all fronts—political, social, economic, and diplomatic. In Starting Over, Albert Fishlow
traces the evolution of this member of the BRICS group over the last twenty-five years and looks toward the
future as the newly elected president, Dilma Rousseff, follows her very popular predecessor, Luiz Inácio
Lula da Silva, or "Lula."

The transformation of the country began with the founding of the Nova República and the Constitution of
1988, which established a strong executive and encased key social principles such as a citizen's right to
education and health care. Then the Real Plan of 1994—initiated under President Fernando Henrique
Cardoso—set the stage for economic growth and a stable economy. There were setbacks, especially in the
mid-1990s with the Mexican devaluation, Asian financial crisis, Russian default, and Argentine collapse,
and, later, the U.S. recession. But changed economic policies in the late 1990s put Brazil on the right path to
future economic growth, which resumed during the Lula years.

With popular participation in the electoral process at an all-time high, politics has been profoundly altered in
Brazil. Economic rules are now more permanent, and economic advance more regular. A healthier and
longer life is now available to a broader swath of the population, and there is opportunity for social
advancement. In addition, its foreign policy has greater consequence internally as well as externally.

Dilma's two immediate predecessors—Cardoso and Lula—are tough acts to follow. Their influence has been
profound, and Brazil is now a very different nation than it was in the 1980s. But she is working from their
template to move the country forward. This insightful book clearly explains how and why the country has
progressed to its current standing and what the future portends. Starting Over is essential reading for anyone
trying to grasp what is happening in this dynamic nation.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Albert Fishlow is professor emeritus at both the University of California–Berkeley and Columbia
University. He also served as Paul Volcker Chair in International Economics at the Council on Foreign
Relations. He was deputy assistant secretary of state for Inter-American affairs (1975–76), and he received
the National Order of the Southern Cross from the government of Brazil in 1999. He has written extensively
since the 1960s on the nation's continuing evolution.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Antoine Dejean:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Starting Over: Brazil Since 1985 (A Brookings
Latin America Initiative) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Timothy Brown:

The particular book Starting Over: Brazil Since 1985 (A Brookings Latin America Initiative) has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you
can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Bessie Barrett:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better to share.
You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
your account is Starting Over: Brazil Since 1985 (A Brookings Latin America Initiative) this publication
consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how
do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all
of you.



Margaret Parker:

This Starting Over: Brazil Since 1985 (A Brookings Latin America Initiative) is brand new way for you who
has attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto
it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Starting
Over: Brazil Since 1985 (A Brookings Latin America Initiative) can be the light food to suit your needs
because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form that
is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in
reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a
reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So ,
don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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