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Since the Second World War ended, America has performed like a gyroscope
losing its balance, wobbling this way and that, unable to settle into itself and its
own great promise. Wendell Berry has been a voice for that promise, a voice for
reason and hope and urgent concern.

As the United States prepares to leave its long war in Afghanistan, it now must
contemplate the necessity of sending troops back to Iraq, recalling General Colin
Powell’s advice to President Bush: “If you break it, you own it,” as
the world’s hot spots threaten to spread over the globe with the ferocity of a war
of holy terror and desperation.

The planet’s environmental problems respect no national boundaries. From soil
erosion and population displacement to climate change and failed energy
policies, American governing classes are paid by corporations to pretend that
debate is the only democratic necessity and that solutions are capable of
withstanding endless delay. Late Capitalism goes about its business of finishing
off the planet. And we citizens are left with a shell of what was once proudly
described as The American Dream.

In this new collection of eleven essays, Berry confronts head-on the necessity of
clear thinking and direct action. Never one to ignore the present challenge, he
understands that only clearly stated questions support the understanding their
answers require. For more than fifty years we’ve had no better spokesman and no
more eloquent advocate for the planet, for our families, and for the future of our
children and ourselves.
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Since the Second World War ended, America has performed like a gyroscope losing its balance, wobbling
this way and that, unable to settle into itself and its own great promise. Wendell Berry has been a voice for
that promise, a voice for reason and hope and urgent concern.

As the United States prepares to leave its long war in Afghanistan, it now must contemplate the necessity of
sending troops back to Iraq, recalling General Colin Powell’s advice to President Bush: “If you break it, you
own it,” as
the world’s hot spots threaten to spread over the globe with the ferocity of a war of holy terror and
desperation.

The planet’s environmental problems respect no national boundaries. From soil erosion and population
displacement to climate change and failed energy policies, American governing classes are paid by
corporations to pretend that debate is the only democratic necessity and that solutions are capable of
withstanding endless delay. Late Capitalism goes about its business of finishing off the planet. And we
citizens are left with a shell of what was once proudly described as The American Dream.

In this new collection of eleven essays, Berry confronts head-on the necessity of clear thinking and direct
action. Never one to ignore the present challenge, he understands that only clearly stated questions support
the understanding their answers require. For more than fifty years we’ve had no better spokesman and no
more eloquent advocate for the planet, for our families, and for the future of our children and ourselves.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Asking hard questions and providing even harder answers, Berry never disappoints. Our Only World is
worth a nice, slow, contemplative read."—Circe Institute

"Stern but compassionate, author Wendell Berry raises broader issues that environmentalists rarely focus
on.... In one sense Berry is the voice of a rural agrarian tradition that stretches from rural Kentucky back to
the origins of human civilization. But his insights are universal because "Our Only World" is filled with
beautiful, compassionate writing and careful, profound thinking."—Associated Press

"Even at age 80, Wendell Berry continues to be one of the most compelling social critics of our age. This
new collection of essays enhances the basic themes of his previous work, including local economies,
conservation of energy, and opposition any powers that destroy land, creatures, and human life. If you are
weary of the injustice embedded in daily American life, Berry offers here not easy answers, but rather a
vision of a rich and sustainable way of life." —Relevant Mag

"“Our Only World” is quintessential Berry....When you pick up this volume, be prepared to spend some time
with it because the Big Ideas it holds within its pages are ones you will ruminate on for a long, long time to
come." —Leo Weekly

About the Author

Essayist, novelist, and poet, Wendell Berry has written more than thirty books. He lives and works in his
native Kentucky with his wife, Tanya Berry, and their children and grandchildren.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Steven Maravilla:

This Our Only World: Ten Essays are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why.
The explanation of this Our Only World: Ten Essays can be one of several great books you must have is
actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that maybe will
shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Our Only World: Ten Essays
forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking
that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Teresa Bradshaw:

Typically the book Our Only World: Ten Essays will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book.
The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book very
ideal to you. The book Our Only World: Ten Essays is much recommended to you to read. You can also get



the e-book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Yolanda Sartain:

The reserve with title Our Only World: Ten Essays includes a lot of information that you can discover it.
You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the information that
exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to know how
the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of the the positive effect.
You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Stanley Cooper:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Our Only World: Ten Essays was colourful and
of course has pictures around. As we know that book Our Only World: Ten Essays has many kinds or style.
Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you
are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun
and relax. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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