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Thoroughly researched, Rodney Castleden's Minoans: Life in Bronze Age Crete
here sues the results of recent research to produce a comprehensive new vision of
the peoples of Minoan Crete.

Since Sir Arthur Evans rediscovered the Minoans in the early 1900s, we have
defined a series of cultural traits that make the ‘Minoan personality’: elegant,
graceful and sophisticated, these nature lovers lived in harmony with their
neighbours, while their fleets ruled the seas around Crete. This, at least, is the
popular view of the Minoans. But how far does the later work of archaeologists
in Crete support this view?

Drawing on his experience of being actively involved in research on landscapes
processes and prehistory for the last twenty years, Castleden writes clearly and
accessibly to provide a text essential to the study of this fascinating subject.
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recent research to produce a comprehensive new vision of the peoples of Minoan Crete.

Since Sir Arthur Evans rediscovered the Minoans in the early 1900s, we have defined a series of cultural
traits that make the ‘Minoan personality’: elegant, graceful and sophisticated, these nature lovers lived in
harmony with their neighbours, while their fleets ruled the seas around Crete. This, at least, is the popular
view of the Minoans. But how far does the later work of archaeologists in Crete support this view?

Drawing on his experience of being actively involved in research on landscapes processes and prehistory for
the last twenty years, Castleden writes clearly and accessibly to provide a text essential to the study of this
fascinating subject.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
In this companion to The Knossos Labyrinth (Routledge, 1990), Castleden gives us an outline of the Minoan
culture that, he alleges, is more consistent with recent archaeological evidence: that Knossos was a temple,
not a palace, in which occurred not only athletic games and graceful rites, but also human sacrifice and other
behaviors pointing to a previously unsuspected dark side to the Minoan personality; and that the Minoan
world view and distinctive artistic vision were stimulated by the widespread eating of opium. His revision is
not implausible. In early cultures the line between church and state tended to be hazy; so with its
architecture. On the other hand, in his zeal to reexamine all traditional theories Castleden frequently proposes
scenarios drawn more from psychosocial inference than evidence, yielding arguments less compelling than
the originals. A nation of addicts could scarcely have had the energy to execute drug-induced creativity,
much less to develop the commercial empire that was ancient Crete under the Minoans. Thought-provoking
nonetheless.
-Jo-Ann D. Suleiman, Sanad Support Technologies, Rockville, Md.
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"Displaying sound scholarship, Castleden cites excavations and theories in detailed but accessible prose. . . .
A more complex, even contradictory, image of the Minoans than appears in other works."
-"Booklist
"Strongly recommended for all ancient history collections."
-"Choice
"Well researched, well illustrated, and bang up to date as far as recent discoveries are concerned."
-"Minerva

About the Author
Rodney Castleden has published widely on landscape processes and prehistory. His books include The
Knossos Labyrinth, The Stonehenge People and Neolithic Britain, all published by Routledge.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Trisha Sherman:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Minoans: Life in Bronze Age Crete. You can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a book
Minoans: Life in Bronze Age Crete. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just
a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can
open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's study.



Mary Bingham:

This Minoans: Life in Bronze Age Crete book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in
your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information inside this e-book incredible
fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This kind
of Minoans: Life in Bronze Age Crete without we realize teach the one who reading through it become
critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry Minoans: Life in Bronze Age Crete can bring
whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it
inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Minoans: Life in Bronze Age Crete having excellent
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Cheryl Thornton:

Here thing why this kind of Minoans: Life in Bronze Age Crete are different and reputable to be yours. First
of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as yummy
as food or not. Minoans: Life in Bronze Age Crete giving you information deeper and different ways, you
can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with Minoans: Life in Bronze Age Crete. It
gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is
maybe can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
way home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
Minoans: Life in Bronze Age Crete in e-book can be your choice.

Stacy Knarr:

Minoans: Life in Bronze Age Crete can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author giving
his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing Minoans: Life in Bronze Age Crete yet
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information
that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of
crucial pondering.
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