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DaVinci in detail: Leonardo'slife and work — all pictures, all drawings!

One of the most fully achieved human beings who has ever lived, L eonardo da
Vinci (1452-1519) is recognized the world over as afigure of infinite curiosity,
feverish imagination and sublime artistic ability.

This updated edition of our XL title provides the most comprehensive survey
of thelifeand work of thismaster painter, sculptor, architect, scientist, and
inventor. Its catalogue raisonné of Leonardo’s paintings covers both his
surviving and his lost painted works. With full-bleed details of many paintings,
the reader is able to inspect the subtlest facets of brushworksthat cameto
revolutionize Art History.

A further catalog of L eonardo's drawings arranges nearly 700 of his drawings
by category (architecture, technical, proportion, cartography, etc) and showcases
his fabulous observationa finesse, from anatomical studiesto architectural
plans, from complex engineering designsto pudgy infant portraits. It
includes a fresh chapter exploring the artist's mesmerizing manuscripts.

The accompanying account of Leonardo's life and work includes a special in-
depth exploration of his masterworks The Annunciation and The Last Supper.
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recognized the world over as afigure of infinite curiosity, feverish imagination and sublime artistic
ability.

This updated edition of our XL title provides the most comprehensive survey of thelife and work of this
master painter, sculptor, architect, scientist, and inventor. Its catalogue raisonné of Leonardo’ s paintings
covers both his surviving and hislost painted works. With full-bleed details of many paintings, the reader is
able to inspect the subtlest facets of brushworksthat cameto revolutionize Art History.

A further catalog of L eonardo's drawings arranges nearly 700 of his drawings by category (architecture,
technical, proportion, cartography, etc) and showcases his fabul ous observational finesse, from anatomical
studiesto ar chitectural plans, from complex engineering designs to pudgy infant portraits. It includes a
fresh chapter exploring the artist's mesmerizing manuscripts.

The accompanying account of Leonardo's life and work includes a special in-depth exploration of his
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Lying open, this unutterably wonderful book is almost the size of the Mona Lisa and about as hefty asa slab
of The Last Supper's monastery wall. All 34 paintings are here (including what we know of the lost ones),
many with huge and immensely illuminating details, plus 663 drawings. The reproductions are stunning, on
paper sturdy enough to serve as wings on some of the flying machines depicted on pages 644 to 671. The
precision of the images amazes: the delicate petals fingered by the larger-than-life-size baby Jesusin
Madonna of the Carnation; the wailing, dismembered victims of Leonardo's scary scythed chariots; Mary's
transparent drapery in the Annunciation; the bands of sunlight streaking each swirling curl of Ginevrade
Benci; Mona Lisa's gossamer veil and intricately embroidered gown; even, unless my eyes deceive me, one
of the fingerprints Leonardo famously left while daubing paint by hand.

The text by Frank Zollner (and Johannes Nathan, who discusses the drawings) teases out meanings and
sketches historical context without overloading his scholarly brush. Without it, one might have overlooked
the dim crucifix on which St. Jerome fixes his blazing gaze, and quite misunderstood the sexist Hippocratic
delusions that inform The Sexual Act in Vertical Section: "A tube-like duct leads from the woman'’s breasts
to her womb, while the male organ is directly linked not only to the testicles but also...to the brain."
(Zollner' s discussion of the erotic subtext of some of the artwork suggests that Leonardo's male passion was
not necessarily so rational.) The brief accounts of Leonardo's esthetic combat with Michelangelo and
Raphael suggest that you don't need a scythed chariot to cut off an opponent at the knees. The famous quotes
by everyone from Nietzsche to Warhol are well selected, especially Freud diagnosing Leonardo's genius as
residing in his childlike sense of play. That's a key to the spirit of this book: it's more fun than aweek in the
Louvre. —Tim Appelo

Review
"...the wealth of Leonardo's surviving drawings provide an extraordinary direct and intimate view of the
artist's hand...." -- World of Interiors, London

"A scholarly work and a sensual delight...offering a moth's-eye-view and the ability to "enter" the works of
art..." -- Associated Press, New York

"Sumptuously made and beautifully produced, is the most thorough Leonardo comprehensive survey ever
published." -- Soloarte, London

"[N]o better catalogue raisonné of the paintings - scrupulousin every respect - it has no equal currently in
print." -- Brian Sewell, The Evening Standard, London

"[S]tart making serious room on your bookshelf. The XXL tome features supersized blowups of Leonardo's
works.... A truly sumptuous undertaking." -- artnet.com, New York

About the Author

Johannes Nathan studied art history at New Y ork University and the Courtauld Institute of Art in London,
where he earned his Ph.D. in 1995 with a dissertation on the working methods of Leonardo daVinci. Heis
the author of numerous art publications, director of Nathan Fine Art (Berlin and Zirich) and ateacher of art
history at the Technische Universitét, Berlin.



Frank Zollner wrote his doctoral thesis on motifs originating from Antiquity in the history of art and
architecture of the Medieval and Renaissance periods (1987). He is also the author of a postdoctoral treatise
on motion and expression in the art of Leonardo da Vinci, published in 2010. He has published numerous
works on Renaissance art and art theory, and on 20th-century art. Since 1996 he has been Professor of
Medieval and Modern Art at the University of Leipzig. For TASCHEN he has authored the XL monographs
on Leonardo da Vinci and Michelangelo.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Gina Gregg:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly
because just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Leonardo da Vinci: Complete Paintings and
Drawings to read.

Alma Brady:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for awhile is reading.
That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Leonardo da Vinci:
Complete Paintings and Drawings book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Tiffany Reyes:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like comic,
brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Leonardo da Vinci: Complete
Paintings and Drawings that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then
how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky man but for al of you who wants to be success person. So , for al of you who want to start looking at
as your good habit, you could pick Leonardo daVinci: Complete Paintings and Drawings become your own
Starter.

VernaKrel:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Leonardo da Vinci: Complete Paintings and



Drawings reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt Leonardo da Vinci:
Complete Paintings and Drawings as good book but not only by the cover but also through the content. This
isone publication that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth
sense to pick that! ? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.
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