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The human mind is both extraordinary and compelling. But thisis more than a
collection of case studies; it is a selection of stories that illustrate some of the
most extreme forms of human behaviour. From the leader who convinced his
followersto kill themselves to the man who lost his memory; from the boy who
was brought up as a girl to the woman with several personalities, Geoff Rolls
illustrates some of the most fundamental tenets of psychology. Each case study
has provided invaluable insights for scholars and researchers, and amazed the
public at large. Several have been the inspiration for works of fiction, for
example the story of Kim Peek, the real Rain Man.

This new edition features three new case studies, including the story of Charles
Decker, who was tried for the attempted murder of two people but acquitted on
the basis of aneurological condition, and Dorothy Martin, whose persisting
belief in an impending alien invasion is an illuminating example of cognitive
dissonance. In addition, each case study is contextualized with more typical
behaviour, while the latest thinking in each sub-field is also discussed.

Classic Case Studies in Psychology is accessibly written and requires no prior
knowledge of psychology, just an interest in the human condition. It is a book
that will amaze, sometimes disturb, but above al enlighten its readers.
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The human mind is both extraordinary and compelling. But thisis more than a collection of case studies; itis
aselection of stories that illustrate some of the most extreme forms of human behaviour. From the leader
who convinced his followers to kill themselves to the man who lost his memory; from the boy who was
brought up as a girl to the woman with several personalities, Geoff Rolls illustrates some of the most
fundamental tenets of psychology. Each case study has provided invaluable insights for scholars and
researchers, and amazed the public at large. Several have been the inspiration for works of fiction, for
example the story of Kim Peek, the real Rain Man.

This new edition features three new case studies, including the story of Charles Decker, who was tried for
the attempted murder of two people but acquitted on the basis of a neurological condition, and Dorothy
Martin, whose persisting belief in an impending alien invasion is an illuminating example of cognitive
dissonance. In addition, each case study is contextualized with more typical behaviour, while the latest
thinking in each sub-field is also discussed.

Classic Case Studiesin Psychology is accessibly written and requires no prior knowledge of psychology, just
an interest in the human condition. It is abook that will amaze, sometimes disturb, but above all enlighten its
readers.
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Editorial Review
Review

"First published in 2005, this volume can be appreciated by a wide audience. Readers will appreciate the
clarity of writing, appositive definitions, and the clear glossary. Historical and social contexts are vividly
evoked. Many chaptersinclude photos. A compelling textbook or reader for introductory, clinical, or history
of psychology courses, the book should also be of significant interest to sociologists and historians. The third
edition includes three new chapters. Summing Up: Recommended” - C. T. Fischer, emeritus, Duquesne
University, USA, in CHOICE, July 2015

"This book gives a wonderful flavour of the wide variety of topics within psychology, and features some of
the most well-known and influential case studies alongside those which have received |ess attention. Rolls
demonstrates a deep understanding of his subject matter, and his clear style of presentation ensures the key
aspects of each case study are covered in an accessible and engaging way without losing academic
substance. | thought | was familiar with many of the case studies but | learned something new from each
chapter and especially appreciated the unique focus on the personal stories of the people at the centre of
each case study.” — Dr Mandy Robbins, Glyndwr University and University of Warwick, UK

"This engaging new edition gives valuable insight into the lives and worlds of the famous names encountered
by every student of psychology. It provides a greater context to the individual cases by illustrating their
impact on psychology, and by explaining what happened to the individuals throughout the course of their
lives." —Jamie Davies, Teacher of Psychology, Wyke Sixth Form College, Hull, UK, and editor of
psychoblog

About the Author

Geoff Rollsis Head of Psychology at Peter Symonds College in Winchester and formerly a Research Fellow
at Southampton University, UK.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kim Scott:

Have you spare time for aday? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Y es, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Classic Case
Studiesin Psychology: Third edition? Maybe it is being best activity for you. Y ou know beside you can
spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or
you have other opinion?



Joshua Dunleavy:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usualy prefer to decide on book
like comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Classic Case Studiesin
Psychology: Third edition that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how
they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for al of you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, you could pick Classic Case Studiesin Psychology: Third edition
become your own personal starter.

Helen Woodson:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day every day. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Classic Case Studiesin
Psychology: Third edition which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Billy Migliore:

As ascholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or
rea their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. Aswe know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Classic Case Studiesin Psychology: Third edition can make you
experience more interested to read.
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