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Anthropology is a disciplined inquiry into the conditions and potentials of human
life. Generations of theorists, however, have expunged life from their accounts,
treating it as the mere output of patterns, codes, structures or systems variously
defined as genetic or cultural, natural or social. Building on his classic work The
Perception of the Environment, Tim Ingold sets out to restore life to where it
should belong, at the heart of anthropological concern.

Being Alive ranges over such themes as the vitality of materials, what it means to
make things, the perception and formation of the ground, the mingling of earth
and sky in the weather-world, the experiences of light, sound and feeling, the role
of storytelling in the integration of knowledge, and the potential of drawing to
unite observation and description.

Our humanity, Ingold argues, does not come ready-made but is continually
fashioned in our movements along ways of life. Starting from the idea of life as a
process of wayfaring, Ingold presents a radically new understanding of
movement, knowledge and description as dimensions not just of being in the
world, but of being alive to what is going on there.
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Editorial Review

Review

"For three decades, Tim Ingold’s has been one of the most consistently exploratory and provocative
voices in contemporary scholarship. This book leads us, in prose that is exactingly lucid and charged
with poetic eloquence, on a journey through, amongst other things, Chinese calligraphy, line drawing,
carpentry, kite flying, Australian Aboriginal painting, native Alaskan storytelling, web-spinning
arachnids, the art of walking and, not least, the history of anthropology, none of which will ever look
quite the same again! The work is at once a meditation on questions central to anthropology, art
practice, human ecology and philosophy, a passionate rebuttal of reductionisms of all kinds, a
celebration of creativity understood in the broadest possible sense and a humane and generous manual
for living in a world of becoming."

- Stuart McLean, University of Minnesota, USA

"Simultaneously intimate and all-encompassing, Tim Ingold’s second landmark collection of essays
explains how it feels to craft an existence between earth and sky, among plants and animals, across
childhood and old age. A master of the form, Ingold shows how aliveness is the essential resource for
an affirmative philosophy of life."

- Hayden Lorimer, University of Glasgow, UK

"In these iconoclastic essays, Ingold breaks the dichotomies of likeness and difference to show that
anthropology’s subject, and with it that of the human sciences more generally, is not constituted by
polarities like that of space contra place, but by a movement along paths that compose a being that is
as alive to the sentient world as this world is to its human inhabitants."

- Kenneth Olwig, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences

About the Author

Tim Ingold is Professor of Social Anthropology at the University of Aberdeen, UK. He is the author of The
Perception of the Environment and Lines.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Debbie Jones:

The publication with title Being Alive: Essays on Movement, Knowledge and Description has a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist
new knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world right



now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will
bring you within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can
read this anywhere you want.

Corinna Edwards:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Being Alive: Essays on Movement, Knowledge and
Description, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading
friends.

Aubrey Newsome:

This Being Alive: Essays on Movement, Knowledge and Description is new way for you who has curiosity
to look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge
more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Being Alive: Essays on
Movement, Knowledge and Description can be the light food in your case because the information inside this
book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which is reachable by anyone,
yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even
dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better
life as well as knowledge.

Debra Davin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know that
little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. Amount types of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra Being Alive: Essays on Movement,
Knowledge and Description.
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