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Oscar Wilde had one of literary history's mostexplosive love affairs with Lord
Alfred "Bosie"Douglas. In 1895, Bosie's father, the Marquessof Queensberry,
delivered a note to the Albemarle Clubaddressed to "Oscar Wilde posing as
sodomite." WithBosie's encouragement, Wilde sued the Marquess forlibel. He
not only lost but he was tried twice for "grossindecency" and sent to prison with
two years' hard labor.With this publication of the uncensored trial
transcripts,readers can for the first time in more than a century hearWilde at his
most articulate and brilliant. The Real Trialof Oscar Wilde documents an
alarmingly swift fall fromgrace; it is also a supremely moving testament to the
rightto live, work, and love as one's heart dictates.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In 1895, Oscar Wilde was sentenced to two years of hard labor for "committing acts of gross indecency with
other male persons." Wilde's story became a cautionary tale for homosexuals in Victorian England; in the
century since, he has come to be celebrated as a martyr of the gay struggle for recognition. This volume, with
an introduction and commentary by Wilde's grandson, Holland, publishes for the first time the unabridged
transcript of the first of the three infamous trials that resulted in Wilde's destruction. The irony, as Holland's
introduction makes abundantly clear, is that Wilde courted his imprisonment, suing his inamorata's father,
the Marquess Queensberry, John Douglass, for libel when Queensberry left a card for him at the Albemarle
Club that read, "For Oscar Wilde, posing sodomite." Wilde might have been best served by tearing up the
card and forgetting it; instead, he pressed charges. But Wilde's riskiest step was treating the witness stand as
a theatrical stage. When a prosecutor asked him if he had kissed a certain young man, Wilde joked, "Oh no,
never in my life. He was a peculiarly plain boy." With that one flippant comment, Holland's text suggests,
the die was cast. But the transcript and Holland's judicious notes also reveal how ill-served Wilde was by his
counsel. Some of the same letters that were later used to convict Wilde were introduced by his own lawyers
in this first trial as evidence. The general reader might find a work that condenses all three trial transcripts
into one narrative, such as Moises Kaufman's stage adaptation, Gross Indecency: The Three Trials of Oscar
Wilde, more accessible, but this volume is invaluable for the Wilde enthusiast, the legal scholar, the
champion of human rights and the student of English literature.
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
“Brilliant.” (Seattle Weekly)

“Tantalizing.” (Los Angeles Times)

“Inordinately gripping.” (New York Times)

“A fascinating document for anyone interested in the law or literature…as compelling as a Shakespearean
tragedy.” (Legal Times)

“Invaluable for the Wilde enthusiast, the legal scholar, the champion of human rights, and the student of
English literature.” (Publishers Weekly)

“A gripping and fascinating volume [that]...ranks with the Apology, Plato’s account of the trial of Socrates.”
(Daily Telegraph (London))

“An essential for aficionados...at times it is easy to forget that this is not one of Wilde’s own playscripts.”
(The Observer)

“This narrative remind[s] us what an extraordinary man his grandfather was—and how much he influenced
the 20th century.” (New York Times Book Review on The Wilde Album)

“The author has a wry lucid style that moves along briskly...an excellent little book.” (Sunday Boston Globe
on The Wilde Album)



“Sharp, unillusioned and free from family piety.” (Daily Telegraph (London) on The Wilde Album)

“Marvellous … a feast.” (The Independent on The Wilde Album)

“Touching … sharp, unsentimental … an expectedly vivid portrait.” (London Times on The Wilde Album)

About the Author

Merlin Holland is Oscar Wilde's only grandson. He has been researching Wilde's life for the last twenty
years. He is the coeditor of The Complete Letters of Oscar Wilde.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Rios:

With other case, little people like to read book The Real Trial of Oscar Wilde. You can choose the best book
if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the book The Real Trial of Oscar
Wilde. You can add information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due
to the fact from book you can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you
may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open
a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to
go to the library. Let's examine.

Carmen Fields:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important normally. The book The Real Trial of Oscar Wilde was making you to know
about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The
book The Real Trial of Oscar Wilde is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to
become your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book.
Try to make relationship together with the book The Real Trial of Oscar Wilde. You never truly feel lose out
for everything in case you read some books.

Michael Bradley:

The knowledge that you get from The Real Trial of Oscar Wilde could be the more deep you rooting the
information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to be aware of but The Real Trial of Oscar Wilde giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author
conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author
of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well.
It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this kind of The Real Trial of Oscar Wilde instantly.



Jonathan Sanders:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the entire
day to reading a book. The book The Real Trial of Oscar Wilde it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not
have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this
book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.
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