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A Los Angeles Times bestseller: wonder fully lucid and illuminating, Alice
LaPlante’sguideto writing fiction “recalls Francine Prose’ s bestseller,
Reading Like a Writer” (Library Journal).

The Making of a Story is afresh and inspiring guide to the basics of creative
writing?both fiction and creative nonfiction. Its hands-on, completely accessible
approach walks writers through each stage of the creative process, from the
initial triggering ideato the revision of the final manuscript. It isuniquein
combing the three main aspects of creative writing instruction: process (finding
inspiration, getting ideas on the page), craft (specific techniques like
characterization), and anthology (learning by reading masters of the form).
Succinct, clear definitions of basic terms of fiction are accompanied by
examples, including excerpts from masterpieces of short fiction and essays as
well as contemporary novels. A special highlight is Alice LaPlante's systematic
debunking of many of the so-called rules of creative writing. This book is perfect
for writers working alone as well as for creative writing classes, both
introductory and advanced.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

A writer and seasoned creative-writing teacher, LaPlante has assembled a treasury of materials to back up
her literary expertise. In her discussion of metaphor, for example, LaPlante quotes Byron, Denis Johnson,
Flannery O'Connor, Shakespeare, and William Gass. In her extrapolation of the old adage, "write about what
you know," she presents a poem by Sharon Olds, a page from the journals of Leonard Michaels, and Eudora
Welty'sindelible advice: "Write about what you don't know about what you know." Comprehensivein its
coverage of inspiration, craft, aesthetics, veracity, and purpose, this one-stop guide to writing is casual in
tone and rigorous in content, €lucidating the nature of fiction and nonfiction and clarifying the qualities
unique to each and common to both. Each chapter contains an explication of such subjects as point of view,
creating characters, and narrative structure; writing exercises, and an illustrative story by the likes of Tim
O'Brien, ZZ Packer, Lorrie Moore, John Cheever, and Maxine Hong Kingston. Expansive, clear, and
sophisticated, LaPlante's richly resourced guide is destined to become a standard. Seaman, Donna

Review
“This big, comprehensive book is almost a complete writing course.” (Book Passage)

“Comprehensive in its coverage of inspiration, craft, aesthetics, veracity, and purpose, this one-stop guide to
writing is casual in tone and rigorous in content, elucidating the nature of diction and nonfiction and
clarifying the qualities unique to each and common to both. Each chapter contains an explication of such
subjects as point of view, characters, and narrative structure; writing exercises; and an illustrative story by
the likes of Tim O’ Brien, ZZ Packer, Lorrie Moore, John Cheever, and Maxine Hong Kingston. Expansive,
clear, and sophisticated, LaPlante’ s richly resourced guide is destined to become a standard.” (Booklist)

About the Author

Alice LaPlante teaches creative writing at San Francisco State University and Stanford University, where she
isaformer Wallace Stegner Fellow. Her fiction has been published in the Southwest Review, Epoch, and
Stanford Magazine, and her nonfiction has been published in Discover, BusinessWeek, and the San Jose
Mercury News, among other publications. She livesin Palo Alto, California.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Robin Boucher:

Here thing why this The Making of a Story: A Norton Guide to Creative Writing are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all looking at abook is good however it dependsin the content of computer
which isthe content is as tasty asfood or not. The Making of a Story: A Norton Guide to Creative Writing
giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book
that ssimilar with The Making of a Story: A Norton Guide to Creative Writing. It gives you thrill reading
through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is
possibly can be happened around you. Y ou can actualy bring everywhere like in park, café, or evenin your
way home by train. If you are having difficultiesin bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Making
of a Story: A Norton Guide to Creative Writing in e-book can be your aternate.


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Richard Williams:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guysthisaren't like that. This The Making of a Story: A Norton Guide to Creative Writing book is
readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you.
The writer associated with The Making of a Story: A Norton Guide to Creative Writing content conveys the
thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content
but it just different by means of it. So, do you even now thinking The Making of a Story: A Norton Guideto
Creative Writing is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Dora Champagne:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Making of a Story: A Norton
Guide to Creative Writing, you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to missit? What
kind of hang-out typeisit? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

Pearlie Wong:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored to be ableto reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
heart or real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important in
your case. Aswe know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Making of a Story: A Norton Guide to Creative Writing
can make you feel more interested to read.
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