_."THE ELEPHANT

The Elephant Vanishes: Stories (Vintage
International)

By Haruki Murakami

Read Online ©

The Elephant Vanishes: Stories (Vintage International) By Haruki Murakami

With the same deadpan mania and genius for dislocation that he brought to his
internationally acclaimed novels A Wild Sheep Chase and Hard-Boiled
Wonderland and the End of the World, Haruki Murakami makes this collection
of stories a determined assault on the normal. A man sees his favorite el ephant
vanish into thin air; a newlywed couple suffers attacks of hunger that drive them
to hold up aMcDonald's in the middle of the night; and ayoung woman
discoversthat she has become irresistible to alittle green monster who burrows
up through her backyard.

By turns haunting and hilarious, The Elephant Vanishes is further proof of
Murakami's ability to cross the border between separate realities -- and to come
back bearing treasure.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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With the same deadpan mania and genius for dislocation that he brought to his internationally acclaimed
novels A Wild Sheep Chase and Hard-Boiled Wonderland and the End of the World, Haruki Murakami
makes this collection of stories a determined assault on the normal. A man sees his favorite elephant vanish
into thin air; a newlywed couple suffers attacks of hunger that drive them to hold up aMcDonald'sin the
middle of the night; and a young woman discovers that she has become irresistible to alittle green monster
who burrows up through her backyard.

By turns haunting and hilarious, The Elephant Vanishes is further proof of Murakami's ability to cross the
border between separate redlities -- and to come back bearing treasure.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

A popular Japanese novelist who livesin New Jersey but sets his fictionsin Japan, Murakami ( A Wild
Sheep Chase) invests everyday events with surreal overtonesto create 17 disturbing existential conundrums.
Things appear from, and disappear to, alternate levels of reality with frightening ease: A man glimpses an
elephant shrinking, and its keeper growing, shortly before the animal vanishes from a suburban Tokyo zoo; a
woman tortures a little green monster who crawls out of her garden to propose marriage; while another man
watches impassively as three silent, tiny strangers--"TV People"--invade his house, install a TV set and take
over hislife. Even more strictly earthbound stories have the quality of modern fables, as when a newlywed
couple hold up aMcDonald's to break the curse that gives them late-night hunger attacks, or when an out-of -
work paralegal copes with his angry wife, aflirtatious teenage neighbor and an anonymous woman phone
caller who seems to know everything about him. In both his playful throwaway sketches and his darkly
comic masterpieces, Murakami has proven himself avirtuoso with afertile imagination.

Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

This collection of 15 stories from a popular Japanese writer, perhaps best known in this country for A Wild
Sheep Chase ( LJ 11/15/89), gives anice idea of his breadth of style. The work maintains the matter-of-fact
tone reminiscent of American detective fiction, balancing itself somewhere between the spare realism of
Raymond Carver and the surrealism of Kobo Abe. These are not the sort of stories that one thinks of as
"Japanese"; the intentionally Westernized style and well-placed reference to pop culture gives them a
contemporary and universal feel. Engaging, thought-provoking, humorous, and slyly profound, these skillful
stories will easily appeal to American readers but must present something of a challenge to the Japanese
cultural establishment. At their best, however, they serve to dispel cultural stereotypes and reveal acommon
humanity. Recommended for libraries with an interest in contemporary fiction.

- Mark Woodhouse, Elmira Call. Lib., N.Y.

Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews

A seamless melding of Japanese cultural nuances with universal themes--in avirtuoso story collection from
rising literary star Murakami (A Wild Sheep Chase, 1989; Hard-boiled Wonderland and the End of the
World, 1991). These 15 pieces, some of which have appeared in The New Y orker and Playboy, are narrated
by different characters who nonethel ess share similar sensibilities and attitudes. At home within their own
urban culture, they happily pick and choose from Western cultural artifacts as varied as Mozart tapes,
spaghetti dinners, and Ralph Lauren polo shirtsin aterrain not so much surreal as subtly out of kilter, and
haunted by the big questions of death, courage, and love. In thetitle story, the narrator--who does p.r. for a
kitchen-appliance maker and who feels that “"things around [him] have lost their balance," that a " pragmatic
approach™ helps avoid complicated problems--is troubled by the inexplicable disappearance of alocal
elephant and his keeper. In another notable story, " Sleep," ayoung mother, unable to sleep, begins to
guestion not only her marriage and her affection for her child, but death itself, which may mean “"being
eternally awake and staring into darkness." Stories like TV People," in which a man's apartment is taken
over by TV characterswho “"look asif they were reduced by photocopy, everything mechanically
calibrated"; " Barn Burning," in which a man confesses to burning barns (it helps him keep his sense of moral
balance); and ~"The Second Bakery Attack," in which ayoung married couple rob aMcDonald's of 30 Big
Macs in order to exorcise the sense of a “weird presence” in their lives--all exemplify Murakami's sense of



the fragility of the ordinary world. Remarkable evocations of a postmodernist world, superficially indifferent
but transformed by Murakami's talent into a place suffused with ayearning for meaning. -- Copyright
©1993, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jeffrey Smith:

Baook will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can redlize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide The Elephant Vanishes: Stories (Vintage International) will
make you to be smarter. Y ou can feel far more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you
think this open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be thought
like that? Have you searching for best book or suited book with you?

Dora Champagne:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into alife style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want
sense happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the The Elephant
Vanishes. Stories (Vintage International) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Charline Bynum:

This The Elephant Vanishes: Stories (Vintage International) tend to be reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The reason of this The Elephant Vanishes: Stories (Vintage
International) can be among the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading food
but feed you with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy,
you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this The
Elephant Vanishes: Stories (Vintage International) giving you an enormous of experience such asrich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So, let's have it
and enjoy reading.

Yolanda Sartain:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled
The Elephant VVanishes: Stories (Vintage International) your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging just
about every word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation in which maybe
you never get before. The The Elephant Vanishes: Stories (Vintage International) giving you a different



experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful info for your better life in this
particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be
pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?
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