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Who is responsible for the Mahatma’s death? Just one single, but
determined, fanatic, the whole ideology of Hindu nationalism, the ruling
Congress-led government whichfailed to protect him, or a vast majority of
Indians and their descendants who considered Gandhi irrelevant? Such questions
mean that Gandhi, even after his tragic and brutal death, continues to haunt India
– perhaps more effectively in his afterlife than when he was alive.

The Death and Afterlife of Mahatma Gandhi is a groundbreaking and profound
analysis of the assassination of the ‘father of the nation’ and its after-effects.
Paranjape argues that such a catastrophic event during the very birth pangs of a
new nation placed a huge burden of Oedipal guilt on Indians, and that this is the
reason for the massive repression of the murder in India’s political psyche. The
enduring influence of Gandhi is analysed, including his spectral presence in
Indian cinema. The book culminates in Paranjape’s reading of Gandhi’s last six
months in Delhi, where, from the very edge of the grave, he wrought what was
perhaps his greatest miracle, the saving of Delhi and thus of India itself from
internecine bloodshed.

This evocative and moving meditation into the meaning of the Mahatma’s death
will be relevant to scholars of Indian political and cultural history, as well as
those with an interest in Gandhi and contemporary India
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Editorial Review

Review

"A remarkable work of research and analysis. ... it is obvious that you have come up with a most valuable
text."

Rajmohan Gandhi, Professor of Political Science at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, former
member of the Indian Parliament, and a grandson of the Mahatma.

"...New, creative, and daring interpretations.... little patience with the Gandhi hagiography and with devotees
and critics simply recycling the same tired interpretations for decades. ... the lively engaging writing style
and the challenging creative interpretations are definite strengths."

"...fascinating and thought-provoking sections getting at the patricide, Oedipus Complex...your central
interpretation is daring and challenging...."

Douglas Allen, University of Maine

"You have made your readers understand Gandhi’s life in a new way--by understanding the meaning and the
manner of his death. This is an original approach to Gandhi and you make a most welcome addition to the
Gandhi literature."

Professor Anthony J. Parel, Calgary University

About the Author

Makarand R. Paranjape is Professor of English at Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. Among his
latest monographs is Making India: Colonialism, National Culture, and the Afterlife of Indian English
Authority (2012) and Altered Destinations: Self, Society, and Nation in India (2010). His previous work on
Gandhi includes Decolonization and Development: Hind Svaraj Revisioned (1993).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Toni Styer:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called The Death and Afterlife



of Mahatma Gandhi (Routledge Hindu Studies Series)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already
know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree
with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Daryl Biddle:

This The Death and Afterlife of Mahatma Gandhi (Routledge Hindu Studies Series) are usually reliable for
you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Death and
Afterlife of Mahatma Gandhi (Routledge Hindu Studies Series) can be one of several great books you must
have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that
probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this The
Death and Afterlife of Mahatma Gandhi (Routledge Hindu Studies Series) forcing you to have an enormous
of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day
pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Jeff Sanchez:

You will get this The Death and Afterlife of Mahatma Gandhi (Routledge Hindu Studies Series) by check
out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties
for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written or printed but also can you enjoy
this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose appropriate ways
for you.

Don Morris:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for
reading. Some people likes reading through, not only science book but novel and The Death and Afterlife of
Mahatma Gandhi (Routledge Hindu Studies Series) or even others sources were given knowledge for you.
After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication
was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their
knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Death and Afterlife of
Mahatma Gandhi (Routledge Hindu Studies Series) to make your spare time considerably more colorful.
Many types of book like here.
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