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Yukio Mishima’s Spring Snow is the first novel in his masterful tetralogy, The
Sea of Fertility. Here we meet Shigekuni Honda, who narrates this epic tale of
what he believes are the successive reincarnations of his friend, Kiyoaki
Matsugae.
 
It is 1912 in Tokyo, and the hermetic world of the ancient aristocracy is being
breached for the first time by outsiders — rich provincial families unburdened by
tradition, whose money and vitality make them formidable contenders for social
and political power. Shigekuni Honda, an aspiring lawyer and his childhood
friend, Kiyoaki Matsugae, are the sons of two such families. As they come of age
amidst the growing tensions between old and new, Kiyoaki is plagued by his
simultaneous love for and loathing of the spirited young woman Ayakura Satoko.
But Kiyoaki’s true feelings only become apparent when her sudden engagement
to a royal prince shows him the magnitude of his passion — and leads to a love
affair both doomed and inevitable.
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Yukio Mishima’s Spring Snow is the first novel in his masterful tetralogy, The Sea of Fertility. Here we meet
Shigekuni Honda, who narrates this epic tale of what he believes are the successive reincarnations of his
friend, Kiyoaki Matsugae.
 
It is 1912 in Tokyo, and the hermetic world of the ancient aristocracy is being breached for the first time by
outsiders — rich provincial families unburdened by tradition, whose money and vitality make them
formidable contenders for social and political power. Shigekuni Honda, an aspiring lawyer and his childhood
friend, Kiyoaki Matsugae, are the sons of two such families. As they come of age amidst the growing
tensions between old and new, Kiyoaki is plagued by his simultaneous love for and loathing of the spirited
young woman Ayakura Satoko. But Kiyoaki’s true feelings only become apparent when her sudden
engagement to a royal prince shows him the magnitude of his passion — and leads to a love affair both
doomed and inevitable.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Perfect beauty. . . . A classic of Japanese literature.”
—Chicago Sun-Times
 
“Mishima was one of literature's great romantics, a tragedian with a heroic sensibility, an intellectual, an
esthete, a man steeped in Western letters who toward the end of his life became a militant Japanese
nationalist.”
—Jay McInerney, The New York Times

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Japanese

From the Inside Flap
The first novel of Mishima's landmark tetralogy, The Sea of fertility
Spring Snow is set in Tokyo in 1912, when the hermetic world of the ancient aristocracy is being breached
for the first time by outsiders -- rich provincial families unburdened by tradition, whose money and vitality
make them formidable contenders for social and political power.
Among this rising new elite are the ambitious Matsugae, whose son has been raised in a family of the waning
aristocracy, the elegant and attenuated Ayakura. Coming of age, he is caught up in the tensions between old
and new -- fiercely loving and hating the exquisite, spirited Ayakura Satoko. He suffers in psychic paralysis
until the shock of her engagement to a royal prince shows him the magnitude of his passion, and leads to a
love affair that is as doomed as it was inevitable.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Josephine McIntire:

With other case, little folks like to read book Spring Snow: The Sea of Fertility, 1. You can choose the best
book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about how is important any book Spring Snow: The
Sea of Fertility, 1. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know
that. In this era, we are able to open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should
use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Joyce Lynch:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Spring Snow: The Sea of Fertility, 1 can be the
reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?



Kelly Cruz:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This reserve Spring Snow: The Sea of Fertility, 1 was filled regarding science. Spend
your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has various
feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Lois Schooley:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Spring Snow: The Sea of Fertility, 1 to make
your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing when you including
reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and
looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the
reserve Spring Snow: The Sea of Fertility, 1 can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and
confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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