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Why are some controversial issues covered in TV soaps and dramas and not
others? How are decisions really made 'behind the scenes'? How do programme
makers push boundaries without losing viewers? What do audiences take away
from their viewing experience? Does TV fiction have a greater impact on public
understandings than TV news? This exciting new book draws on unique
empirical data to examine the relationship between popular television fiction and
wider society.

The book gives lively and engaging insights into how and why socially sensitive
story lines were taken up by different TV programmes from the late 1980s to the
2000s. Drawing on a series of case studies of medicine, health, illness and social
problems including breast cancer, mental distress, sexual abuse and violence it
comprehensively traces the path of storylines from initial conception through to
audience reception and uses contemporary examples to link practice to theory.
For the first time, this book addresses production and reception processes across
a range of programmes and clearly demonstrates the ways in which television
fiction plays a vital and powerful role in reflecting and shaping socio-cultural
attitudes.
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Why are some controversial issues covered in TV soaps and dramas and not others? How are decisions really
made 'behind the scenes'? How do programme makers push boundaries without losing viewers? What do
audiences take away from their viewing experience? Does TV fiction have a greater impact on public
understandings than TV news? This exciting new book draws on unique empirical data to examine the
relationship between popular television fiction and wider society.

The book gives lively and engaging insights into how and why socially sensitive story lines were taken up by
different TV programmes from the late 1980s to the 2000s. Drawing on a series of case studies of medicine,
health, illness and social problems including breast cancer, mental distress, sexual abuse and violence it
comprehensively traces the path of storylines from initial conception through to audience reception and uses
contemporary examples to link practice to theory. For the first time, this book addresses production and
reception processes across a range of programmes and clearly demonstrates the ways in which television
fiction plays a vital and powerful role in reflecting and shaping socio-cultural attitudes.
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Editorial Review

Review
This is a very important book and is a rare event in media and cultural studies since its conclusions are based
on extensive empirical work. It shows very convincingly the processes which underpin the production of
television fiction and the powerful impacts which such programmes can have on public understanding. --
Greg Philo, Professor of Communications, University of Glasgow At last a book that bridges the gulf
between the study of political communication and television fiction, and between research into media
production and audience responses. Lesley Henderson is both original and illuminating. -- James Curran,
Professor of Communications at Goldsmiths, University of London Social Issues in Television Fiction
demostrates the value in adopting an empirical research methodology for studying social-issue storylines in
television soap apera... provides a model for analysing television programmes , which might usefully be
taken up with different social issues and other television fictions. -- Lez Cooke, Manchester Metropolitan
University Critical Studies in Television A much welcomed contribution to contemporary television
research... An outstanding piece of research on an important and somewhat ignored area of television today.
-- Peter Dahlgreen Publizistik This groundbreaking book crosses the boundaries between media
communication, television fiction and reception. -- Jack Newsinger, University of Nottingham Journal of
British Cinema and Television The book is clearly written, and represents a valuable contribution to work on
media fiction... Social Issues in Television Fiction should also serve as an ideal means to prompt students to
become more interested in the process through which such programmes are produced, as well as the
importance of understanding how such 'issues' are incorporated into serial drama, and take the shape which
they do. -- Joseph Burridge Critical Social Policy This is a very important book and is a rare event in media
and cultural studies since its conclusions are based on extensive empirical work. It shows very convincingly
the processes which underpin the production of television fiction and the powerful impacts which such
programmes can have on public understanding. At last a book that bridges the gulf between the study of
political communication and television fiction, and between research into media production and audience
responses. Lesley Henderson is both original and illuminating. Social Issues in Television Fiction
demostrates the value in adopting an empirical research methodology for studying social-issue storylines in
television soap apera... provides a model for analysing television programmes , which might usefully be
taken up with different social issues and other television fictions. A much welcomed contribution to
contemporary television research... An outstanding piece of research on an important and somewhat ignored
area of television today. This groundbreaking book crosses the boundaries between media communication,
television fiction and reception. The book is clearly written, and represents a valuable contribution to work
on media fiction... Social Issues in Television Fiction should also serve as an ideal means to prompt students
to become more interested in the process through which such programmes are produced, as well as the
importance of understanding how such 'issues' are incorporated into serial drama, and take the shape which
they do.

Review

This is a very important book and is a rare event in media and cultural studies since its conclusions are based
on extensive empirical work. It shows very convincingly the processes which underpin the production of
television fiction and the powerful impacts which such programmes can have on public understanding.

(Greg Philo, Professor of Communications, University of Glasgow.)
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mildred Duncan:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Social Issues in Television
Fiction. All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet sources or
other social media.

Christian Robbins:

This book untitled Social Issues in Television Fiction to be one of several books this best seller in this year,
that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this
particular book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So
there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Dolores Wade:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along
with soon. The Social Issues in Television Fiction provide you with a new experience in studying a book.

Gary Williams:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This guide Social Issues in Television Fiction was filled in relation to science. Spend
your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse
feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a
reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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