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Militias have proven to be a consistent and enduring challenge to achieving peace
in war zones around the world. Bringing together the lessons learned from four
intensively-researched case studies -- the Democratic Republic of Congo, Timor-
Leste, Afghanistan and Sudan -- the book argues that the overly rigid "cookie-
cutter" approach to demilitarization, developed and commonly implemented
presently by the international community, is ineffective at meeting the myriad of
challenges involving militias. In doing so, the authors propose a radical new
framework for demilitarization that questions conventional models and takes into
account on-the-ground realities.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Alden, Thakur and Arnold have done a service to the fields of security studies and peace studies. This book
sheds new light on how to cope with the challenge posed by militias in conflict environments, drawing on
local research in southern Sudan and the east of the Democratic Republic of Congo as well as Afghanistan
and Timor-Leste.” -- Sumantra Bose, Professor of International and Comparative Politics, London School of
Economics and Political Science

“This impressive volume combines cutting-edge theoretical insights with original qualitative findings from
Afghanistan, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan and Timor-Leste. Taken together, Alden, Thakur
and Arnold offer readers a rare glimpse into the inner workings of militia groups and signal a number of
innovative ways to promote local security.” -- Robert Muggah, Visiting Professor, Graduate Institute of
International and Development Studies and Research Director of the Small Arms Survey, Switzerland

About the Author

Chris Alden is a Reader at the Department of International Relations, London School of Economics.  Monika
Thakur is currently an Assistant Professor at the Department of Political Science, McMaster University,
Canada. Matthew Arnold graduated from the Department of International Relations, London School of
Economics. He is currently working as a freelance journalist.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tammi Kendrick:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be smart in
receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Militias and the Challenges of Post-
Conflict Peace: Silencing the Guns book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Hyacinth Mills:

The experience that you get from Militias and the Challenges of Post-Conflict Peace: Silencing the Guns will
be the more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Militias and the Challenges of Post-
Conflict Peace: Silencing the Guns giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in
particular way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-
known enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this



specific Militias and the Challenges of Post-Conflict Peace: Silencing the Guns instantly.

Mark Bunnell:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Militias and the Challenges of Post-
Conflict Peace: Silencing the Guns book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book that may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation
Militias and the Challenges of Post-Conflict Peace: Silencing the Guns as good book not merely by the cover
but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you
still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Vanessa Kistler:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Militias and the Challenges of Post-
Conflict Peace: Silencing the Guns which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
observe.
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