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Informal Logic is an introductory guidebook to the basic principles of
constructing sound arguments and criticizing bad ones. Non-technical in
approach, it is based on 186 examples, which Douglas Walton, aleading
authority in the field of informal logic, discusses and evaluatesin clear,
illustrative detail. Walton explains how errors, fallacies, and other key failures of
argument occur. He shows how correct uses of argument are based on sound
strategies for reasoned persuasion and critical responses. Among the many
subjects covered are: forms of valid argument, defeasible arguments, relevance,
appeals to emotion, personal attack, straw man argument, jumping to a
conclusion, uses and abuses of expert opinion, problemsin drawing conclusions
from polls and statistics, loaded terms, equivocation, arguments from anal ogy,
and techniques of posing, replying to, and criticizing questions. This new edition
takes into account many new developmentsin the field of argumentation study
that have occurred since 1989, many created by the author. Drawing on these
devel opments, Walton includes and analyzes 36 new topical examples and also
brings in recent work on argumentation schemes. Ideally suited for use in courses
in informal logic and introduction to philosophy, this book will also be valuable
to students of pragmatics, rhetoric, and speech communication.
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Informal Logic is an introductory guidebook to the basic principles of constructing sound arguments and
criticizing bad ones. Non-technical in approach, it is based on 186 examples, which Douglas Walton, a
leading authority in the field of informal logic, discusses and evaluatesin clear, illustrative detail. Walton
explains how errors, fallacies, and other key failures of argument occur. He shows how correct uses of
argument are based on sound strategies for reasoned persuasion and critical responses. Among the many
subjects covered are: forms of valid argument, defeasible arguments, relevance, appeal's to emation, personal
attack, straw man argument, jumping to a conclusion, uses and abuses of expert opinion, problemsin
drawing conclusions from polls and statistics, loaded terms, equivocation, arguments from analogy, and
techniques of posing, replying to, and criticizing questions. This new edition takes into account many new
developmentsin the field of argumentation study that have occurred since 1989, many created by the author.
Drawing on these developments, Walton includes and analyzes 36 new topical examples and also bringsin
recent work on argumentation schemes. Ideally suited for usein coursesin informal logic and introduction to
philosophy, this book will also be valuable to students of pragmatics, rhetoric, and speech communication.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Walton here updates his fine book on informal logic/critical thinking...Probably the best work on critical
thinking to date, this volume would be an excellent text for courses on informal logic...Summing up:
Essential. "

- R. Puligandla, University of Toledo, Choice

About the Author

Douglas Walton is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Winnipeg. The recipient of numerous
fellowships, awards and honors, heis the author of over thirty books, most recently Fundamentals of Critical
Argumentation, Media Argumentation, and Witness Testimony Evidence.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Julia Faulkner:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what your own problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must
answer that question simply because just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on
every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on jardin de infancia until university need this kind of
Informal Logic: A Pragmatic Approach to read.

Domingo Adams:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you
can get alot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyonein this world may
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth awaystry to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them isthis
Informal Logic: A Pragmatic Approach.

William Bottoms:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you fedl it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your



no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to consider ook for book, may be the e-book untitled Informal Logic: A Pragmatic Approach can be
excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Kenneth Lambert:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Informal Logic: A Pragmatic Approach was bright
colored and of course has pictures on the website. Aswe know that book Informal Logic: A Pragmatic
Approach has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye
Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally
make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you
personally and try to like reading which.
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