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Western and East Asian people hold fundamentally different beliefs about
learning that influence how they approach child rearing and education.
Reviewing decades of research, Dr. Jin Li presents an important conceptual
distinction between the Western mind model and the East Asian virtue model of
learning. The former aims to cultivate the mind to understand the world, whereas
the latter prioritizes the self to be perfected morally and socially. Tracing the
cultural origins of the two large intellectual traditions, Li details how each model
manifests itself in the psychology of the learning process, learning affect, regard
of one's learning peers, expression of what one knows, and parents' guiding
efforts. Despite today's accelerated cultural exchange, these learning models do
not diminish but endure.
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approach child rearing and education. Reviewing decades of research, Dr. Jin Li presents an important
conceptual distinction between the Western mind model and the East Asian virtue model of learning. The
former aims to cultivate the mind to understand the world, whereas the latter prioritizes the self to be
perfected morally and socially. Tracing the cultural origins of the two large intellectual traditions, Li details
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Editorial Review

Review
"Li (Brown Univ.) compares learning processes and goals of an East Asian learning model with a Western
learning model.... provides an interesting comparative analysis of Socratic and Confucian tutors at home
during the first years of life.... Recommended..."
--D.L. Stoloff, Eastern Connecticut State University, Choice

"...Li's book is worth reading because it provides a perspective rarely found in tomes on East-West
differences."
--Dr. Jean Lau Chin, Derner Institute for Advanced Psychological Studies at Adelphi University
PsycCRITIQUES

"...Masterful.... Li's volume is an extraordinary accomplishment. It is an erudite, well documented, clearly
argued and original articulation of Western and Eastern approaches to learning. Li treats her topic seriously,
providing the depth of analysis necessary to dispel the simple stereotypes that have long plagued East-West
cultural comparisons..."
--Michael F. Mascolo, Department of Psychology, Merrimack College, Journal of Applied
Developmental Psychology

About the Author
Dr Jin Li is tenured Associate Professor of Education and Human Development at Brown University. Her
research examines different cultural learning models and how such culturally based models shape children's
learning beliefs and achievement. She collaborates with researchers from Taiwan, Hong Kong, the UK,
Germany, Israel and the United States. Dr Li has published in leading journals such as American
Psychologist, the Journal of Educational Psychology, Child Development, Developmental Psychology, Ethos
and Cognition and Emotion, among others.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kathy Hunnicutt:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Cultural Foundations of Learning: East and West.
Try to face the book Cultural Foundations of Learning: East and West as your close friend. It means that it
can to become your friend when you sense alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more confidence because you can know anything
by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.



Lester Jaworski:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yes,
by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this Cultural Foundations of Learning: East and
West book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

James Ames:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
a person is you don't know which you should start with. This Cultural Foundations of Learning: East and
West is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Fern Gooding:

The book untitled Cultural Foundations of Learning: East and West contain a lot of information on this. The
writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not
necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The author will take
you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can keep reading your
smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can available their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.
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