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From the ancient Egyptian battle at Megiddo in 1469 BC to the recent military
actions in Iraq, great battles have had an enormous impact on the shaping of
history. Now, in this fully illustrated book, one hundred of the world's most
important military confrontations are described in detail. 100 Decisive Battles
gives us the facts about the battle and also explains where it fits in to the scope of
world history.

In each entry we are given the name and date of the battle, the commanders, the
size of the opposing forces, and casualties. An account of the battle plan and the
military action are strategically discussed, and each description closes with a
valuable consideration of how history was affected by the outcome of the
conflict. Among the battles presented are the Battle of Thymbra (546 BC), the
Battle of Chalons (451 AD), the Battle of Cajamarca (1532), the Battle of Dien
Bien Phu (1954), and the Tet Offensive (1968). Accompanying maps and
sidebars help further orient us with each military action.

Global in scope, with excellent coverage of American, Central American,
European, Asian, and Middle Eastern battles, and with its stirring accounts of
familiar battles and many lesser known military conflicts, 100 Decisive Battles is
essential reading for military buffs and anyone interested in how the modern
world came to be.
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In each entry we are given the name and date of the battle, the commanders, the size of the opposing forces,
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description closes with a valuable consideration of how history was affected by the outcome of the conflict.
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of Cajamarca (1532), the Battle of Dien Bien Phu (1954), and the Tet Offensive (1968). Accompanying
maps and sidebars help further orient us with each military action.

Global in scope, with excellent coverage of American, Central American, European, Asian, and Middle
Eastern battles, and with its stirring accounts of familiar battles and many lesser known military conflicts,
100 Decisive Battles is essential reading for military buffs and anyone interested in how the modern world
came to be.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Sometimes a battle, such as the one that raged along France's Marne River in 1918, involves hundreds of
thousands of soldiers and costs many lives. Sometimes, as in the case of Tippecanoe, a battle involves only a
few hundred fighters. Great or small, as historian Paul Davis notes, history has turned on clashes such as
these.

In this well-researched compendium, Davis examines battles that have had far-reaching historical
consequences. The first entry covers the Battle of Megiddo, which delivered unto the Egyptian pharaoh
Thutmose III an uneasy dominion over Palestine and broadened his empire into Asia; the final entry, set not
far from the first, describes the Allied victory over Iraq in Desert Storm, which "denied control of a large
portion of the Middle East oil reserves to dictator Saddam Hussein and showed the ability of a multinational
coalition to succeed in the post-Cold War world, perhaps setting an example of future international military
action." In between Davis considers similarly fateful but often forgotten contests, such as the Battle of
Chalons, when another coalition--this one of Visigoths, Romans, and Gallic and Germanic tribes--turned
back the huge Mongol army of Attila in A.D. 451, and the Battle of Shanhaikuan, when, in the spring of
1644, China's Ming dynasty fell to Manchu invaders. Davis sometimes prefers sweeping themes to mundane
realities (the fact, for instance, that the Battle of Adrianople turned on the recent invention of the stirrup), and
his compendium tends heavily toward Europe at the expense of other parts of the world. The illustrations are
also of uneven quality and usefulness.

Still, readers with an interest in military history will find this to be a handy reference and overview, and
they'll enjoy second-guessing the author, nominating battles that didn't make his hundred while learning from
the obscure, but nonetheless critical, ones that he does address. --Gregory McNamee

From Booklist
Whenever anyone makes "the definitive list" on a subject, their choices are going to be second-guessed.
Davis acknowledges the likelihood of continued debate regarding his selections in his preface. For example,
why was Singapore included in the World War II section but not El-Alamien, why Leuctra and not Cannae,
and so forth. For this list, his criteria included major social or political change resulting from the battle's
outcome and major changes in warfare. He also states that he drew extensively upon the expertise of
members of H-WAR, an Internet news group of military historians, in deciding which battles to include.

Entries begin in 1479 B.C. with Megiddo and end in 1991 with Desert Storm. There are familiar battles
(Gettysburg, Marathon, Spanish Armada) and lesser known, such as Leuctra (371 B.C.), which ended
Spartan dominance of the Greek peninsula. Non-European battles include Tsushima (1905), which
established Japan as a naval force in their victory over Russia, and Huai Hai (Suchow) (1948^-1949), which
ultimately led to the establishment of Taiwan.

Each entry is about three pages long and begins with facts regarding the sides involved and the number of
forces engaged and a one-paragraph statement of the battle's importance. This is followed by historical
background, description of the battle, and an analysis of the results. There are maps for some but not all of
the battles. Supplemental information, such as a discussion of the Monroe Doctrine, is highlighted in
sidebars. References are included at the end of each article as well as in the 100-page bibliography. Books
are the primary sources listed, with a few magazine articles included.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


This title provides broader coverage than John Macdonald's Great Battlefields of the World (Macmillan,
1985), which discusses only 30 battles; and it complements the more comprehensive Dictionary of Wars
[RBB N 15 99]. It is a good specialized resource for world military history that could be used by high-school
students as well as military-history buffs. Recommended for high-school, public-library, and undergraduate
collections.
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

"This is a very interesting book that concentrates on the greatest battles in world history that have changed
the history of mankind sometimes for the better and sometimes for the enslavement of men and
governments." --The Lone Star Book Review

"Davis describes significant military actions in detail, telling how world history was shaped by the outcome.
The entries are presented chronologically for easy reference." --Troy Record

"Students of military history will find 100 Decisive Battles an important reference to the world's major
battles. It covers conflicts from ancient to modern times, providing details on the historical setting, the
conflict itself, and its lasting effects. The result will provide a clear reference to any seeking foundation
information on military struggles around the world." --Internet Book Watch

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Thomas Obrien:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication 100 Decisive Battles: From
Ancient Times to the Present will make you to become smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence
if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you
bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best
book or suited book with you?

Robert Alleman:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled 100
Decisive Battles: From Ancient Times to the Present your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every
word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get
previous to. The 100 Decisive Battles: From Ancient Times to the Present giving you a different experience
more than blown away your head but also giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let



us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you
are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time
activity?

Linda Doyle:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this 100 Decisive Battles: From Ancient
Times to the Present e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation 100 Decisive Battles:
From Ancient Times to the Present as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content. This is
one e-book that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to
pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another
sixth sense.

Fred Prentice:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As
we know those books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. From the book 100 Decisive Battles: From Ancient Times to the Present we can acquire more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Simply
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book 100
Decisive Battles: From Ancient Times to the Present. You can more inviting than now.
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