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From the female soldiers of Abu Ghraib prison to Palestinian women suicide
bombers, women and their bodies have been "powerful weapons" in the
Afghanistan and Iraq wars. Kelly Oliver reveals how the media and the George
W. Bush administration used metaphors of weaponry to describe women and
female sexuality and forge a link between vulnerability and violence. Oliver
analyzes the discourse surrounding women, sex, and gender and the use of
women to justify America's decision to go to war. She also considers the cultural
meaning, or lack of meaning, that lead female soldiers at Abu Ghraib to abuse
prisoners "just for fun," and the commitment to death made by women suicide
bombers. She examines the pleasure taken in violence and the passion for death
and what kind of contexts creates them. Oliver concludes with a diagnosis of our
fascination with sex, violence, and death and its relationship with live news
coverage and embedded reporting, which naturalizes horrific events and stymies
critical reflection.
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From the female soldiers of Abu Ghraib prison to Palestinian women suicide bombers, women and their
bodies have been "powerful weapons" in the Afghanistan and Iraq wars. Kelly Oliver reveals how the media
and the George W. Bush administration used metaphors of weaponry to describe women and female
sexuality and forge a link between vulnerability and violence. Oliver analyzes the discourse surrounding
women, sex, and gender and the use of women to justify America's decision to go to war. She also considers
the cultural meaning, or lack of meaning, that lead female soldiers at Abu Ghraib to abuse prisoners "just for
fun," and the commitment to death made by women suicide bombers. She examines the pleasure taken in
violence and the passion for death and what kind of contexts creates them. Oliver concludes with a diagnosis
of our fascination with sex, violence, and death and its relationship with live news coverage and embedded
reporting, which naturalizes horrific events and stymies critical reflection.
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Editorial Review

Review

Straightforward and provocative... Recommended.

(CHOICE)

Women as Weapons of War is rich and fascinating and stands as an example of how philosophical analysis
can enrich our political self-understanding.

(Serene J. Khader philoSOPHIA)

Review

Kelly Oliver's book offers a brilliant and unforgettable feminist critique of the recent ways in which 'women'
have been used, once again, as the terrain and flesh over which to fight yet another war. At stake in this war
is also the future of feminism. Challenging the bunker rhetoric coming out of Washington that combines a
noxious mixture of anti-Arab racism with the latest version of the white men's burden to save women from
pre-modern cultures, Oliver offers an eloquent plea for the continuing relevance of feminist ways of
interpreting the world. In these times of shame and sorrow, this book is indispensable reading.

(Eduardo Mendieta, associate professor of philosophy, Stony Brook University)

When a highly respected feminist philosopher such as Kelly Oliver turns her attention to the most urgent
issues facing us today-the war on terror and the invasion of Iran—the reader anticipates the pleasure of a
dramatic shift in perspective, an unexpected frame of reference, and a renewal of political energy and ethical
thought. And not surprisingly, Oliver has once again delivered on her (unspoken) promise.

(Kalpana Rahita Seshadri, associate professor of English, Boston College)

In her latest book, Kelly Oliver traces the use of women as weapons of war and vehicles of torture to the fact
that women lack the cultural means to become articulate agents of their own meaning. Each chapter of the
book is laced with rich insights on topics such as the sexual dynamics of the film Mr. And Mrs. Smith, the
contemporary mother as CEO of her family, the popularity of reality shows, neoliberal freedom as freedom
to shop, and the meaning of menstrual blood. The wide-ranging insights combine with a clear prose style and
a compelling use of contemporary French theory to make for an immensely pleasurable and intellectually
satisfying book.

(Cynthia Willett, professor and chair, Department of Philosophy, Emory University)

"Kelly Oliver's book offers a brilliant and unforgettable feminist critique of the recent ways in which
'women' have been used, once again, as the terrain and flesh over which to fight yet another war. At stake in



this war is also the future of feminism. Challenging the bunker rhetoric coming out of Washington that
combines a noxious mixture of anti-Arab racism with the latest version of the white men's burden to save
women from pre-modern cultures, Oliver offers an eloquent plea for the continuing relevance of feminist
ways of interpreting the world. In these times of shame and sorrow, this book is indispensable reading."

(Eduardo Mendieta, Stony Brook University)

About the Author

Kelly Oliver is Alton Jones Professor of Philosophy at Vanderbilt University. She is the author of more than
fifty articles and fifteen books, including Animal Lessons: How They Teach Us to Be Human; The
Colonization of Psychic Space: A Psychoanalytic Theory of Oppression; Family Values: Subjects Between
Nature and Culture; and Reading Kristeva: Unraveling the Double-Bind.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Vicki Shah:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Women as Weapons of War: Iraq, Sex, and the Media book is readable
through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer connected
with Women as Weapons of War: Iraq, Sex, and the Media content conveys objective easily to understand by
many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different as it. So , do
you even now thinking Women as Weapons of War: Iraq, Sex, and the Media is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

Willie Collier:

The knowledge that you get from Women as Weapons of War: Iraq, Sex, and the Media may be the more
deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Women as Weapons of War: Iraq, Sex, and the Media
giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go
along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this Women as
Weapons of War: Iraq, Sex, and the Media instantly.

James Donofrio:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This Women as Weapons of War: Iraq, Sex, and the Media can
give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and
make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make



you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Women as Weapons of War: Iraq, Sex, and the
Media.

Alfred Greenwell:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Women as Weapons of War: Iraq, Sex, and the
Media or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you
feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those guides
are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes
Women as Weapons of War: Iraq, Sex, and the Media to make your spare time much more colorful. Many
types of book like this.
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