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Countries solemnly intone their commitment to human rights, and they ratify
endless international treaties and conventions designed to signal that
commitment. At the same time, there has been no marked decrease in human
rights violations, even as the language of human rights has become the dominant
mode of international moral criticism. Well-known violators like Libya, Saudi
Arabia, and Sudan have sat on the U.N. Council on Human Rights. But it's not
just the usual suspects that flagrantly disregard the treaties. Brazil pursues
extrajudicial killings. South Africa employs violence against protestors. India
tolerate child labor and slavery. The United States tortures.

In The Twilight of Human Rights Law--the newest addition to Oxford's highly
acclaimed Inalienable Rights series edited by Geoffrey Stone--the eminent legal
scholar Eric A. Posner argues that purposefully unenforceable human rights
treaties are at the heart of the world's failure to address human rights violations.
Because countries fundamentally disagree about what the public good requires
and how governments should allocate limited resources in order to advance it,
they have established a regime that gives them maximum flexibility--
paradoxically characterized by a huge number of vague human rights that
encompass nearly all human activity, along with weak enforcement machinery
that churns out new rights but cannot enforce any of them. Posner looks to the
foreign aid model instead, contending that we should judge compliance by
comprehensive, concrete metrics like poverty reduction, instead of relying on
ambiguous, weak, and easily manipulated checklists of specific rights.

With a powerful thesis, a concise overview of the major developments in
international human rights law, and discussions of recent international human
rights-related controversies, The Twilight of Human Rights Law is an
indispensable contribution to this important area of international law from a
leading scholar in the field.
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Countries solemnly intone their commitment to human rights, and they ratify endless international treaties
and conventions designed to signal that commitment. At the same time, there has been no marked decrease in
human rights violations, even as the language of human rights has become the dominant mode of
international moral criticism. Well-known violators like Libya, Saudi Arabia, and Sudan have sat on the
U.N. Council on Human Rights. But it's not just the usual suspects that flagrantly disregard the treaties.
Brazil pursues extrajudicial killings. South Africa employs violence against protestors. India tolerate child
labor and slavery. The United States tortures.

In The Twilight of Human Rights Law--the newest addition to Oxford's highly acclaimed Inalienable Rights
series edited by Geoffrey Stone--the eminent legal scholar Eric A. Posner argues that purposefully
unenforceable human rights treaties are at the heart of the world's failure to address human rights violations.
Because countries fundamentally disagree about what the public good requires and how governments should
allocate limited resources in order to advance it, they have established a regime that gives them maximum
flexibility--paradoxically characterized by a huge number of vague human rights that encompass nearly all
human activity, along with weak enforcement machinery that churns out new rights but cannot enforce any
of them. Posner looks to the foreign aid model instead, contending that we should judge compliance by
comprehensive, concrete metrics like poverty reduction, instead of relying on ambiguous, weak, and easily
manipulated checklists of specific rights.

With a powerful thesis, a concise overview of the major developments in international human rights law, and
discussions of recent international human rights-related controversies, The Twilight of Human Rights Law is
an indispensable contribution to this important area of international law from a leading scholar in the field.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The Twilight of Human Rights Law is an important assessment of human rights law, useful for human rights
scholars in general, persons interested in European Union law or anyone who desires a current analysis of
human rights law." -Yasmin Morais, University of the District of Columbia Law School, DipLawMatic
Dialogues

"...Mr. Posner's skepticism is bracing, and his claims usefully force readers back to the question of what we
mean when we talk about human rights." -- Wall Street Journal

"Posner makes a strong case that human rights law needs to be approached with more care, more humility,
and less hubris." - Reason.com

About the Author

Eric A. Posner teaches at the University of Chicago. He has written nine books and more than one hundred
articles on international law, constitutional law, and other topics. He has written opinion pieces for the New
York Times, Wall Street Journal, New Republic, Slate, and other popular media. He is a fellow of the
American Academy of Arts and Sciences and a member of the American Law Institute.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Emma Lavigne:

The book The Twilight of Human Rights Law (Inalienable Rights) can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a
book The Twilight of Human Rights Law (Inalienable Rights)? Several of you have a different opinion about
book. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer
using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could
share all of these. Book The Twilight of Human Rights Law (Inalienable Rights) has simple shape however,
you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read
a reserve. So it is very wonderful.



Gabriel Harris:

This book untitled The Twilight of Human Rights Law (Inalienable Rights) to be one of several books in
which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit
upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book
in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Steven Simon:

The reason? Because this The Twilight of Human Rights Law (Inalienable Rights) is an unordinary book that
the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal
book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your
critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Mamie Salinas:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you must do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list
of books in the top checklist in your reading list is The Twilight of Human Rights Law (Inalienable Rights).
This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By
looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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