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In our current global networked culture that puts so much emphasis on the virtual
and the visual, the mind and the body have become detached and ultimately
disconnected. Though physical appearance is idolised for its sexual appeal and its
social identity, the role of the body in developing a full understanding of the
physical world and the human condition has become neglected. The potential of
the human body as a knowing entity – with all our senses as well as our entire
bodily functions being structured to produce and maintain silent knowledge
together – fails to be recognised.

It is only through the unity of mind and body that craftsmanship and artistic work
can be fully realised. Even those endeavours that are generally regarded as solely
intellectual, such as writing and thinking, depend on this union of mental and
manual skills.

In The Thinking Hand, Juhani Pallasmaa reveals the miraculous potential of the
human hand. He shows how the pencil in the hand of the artist or architect
becomes the bridge between the imagining mind and the emerging image. The
book surveys the multiple essences of the hand, its biological evolution and its
role in the shaping of culture, highlighting how the hand–tool union and
eye–hand–mind fusion are essential for dexterity and how ultimately the body
and the senses play a crucial role in memory and creative work. Pallasmaa here
continues the exploration begun in his classic work The Eyes of the Skin by
further investigating the interplay of emotion and imagination, intelligence and
making, theory and life, once again redefining the task of art and architecture
through well-grounded human truths.
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In our current global networked culture that puts so much emphasis on the virtual and the visual, the mind
and the body have become detached and ultimately disconnected. Though physical appearance is idolised for
its sexual appeal and its social identity, the role of the body in developing a full understanding of the
physical world and the human condition has become neglected. The potential of the human body as a
knowing entity – with all our senses as well as our entire bodily functions being structured to produce and
maintain silent knowledge together – fails to be recognised.

It is only through the unity of mind and body that craftsmanship and artistic work can be fully realised. Even
those endeavours that are generally regarded as solely intellectual, such as writing and thinking, depend on
this union of mental and manual skills.

In The Thinking Hand, Juhani Pallasmaa reveals the miraculous potential of the human hand. He shows how
the pencil in the hand of the artist or architect becomes the bridge between the imagining mind and the
emerging image. The book surveys the multiple essences of the hand, its biological evolution and its role in
the shaping of culture, highlighting how the hand–tool union and eye–hand–mind fusion are essential for
dexterity and how ultimately the body and the senses play a crucial role in memory and creative work.
Pallasmaa here continues the exploration begun in his classic work The Eyes of the Skin by further
investigating the interplay of emotion and imagination, intelligence and making, theory and life, once again
redefining the task of art and architecture through well-grounded human truths.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The Thinking Hand is a superb piece of writing. A primer not just for architecture, but for life." (Blueprint,
July 2009) "...beautifully illustrated sequence of essays...It is philosophical, emotional and, unusually for
architectural theory, as clear as a building made of glass." (The Guardian, August 1st 2009)

About the Author
Juhani Pallasmaa is one of Finland’s most distinguished architects and architectural thinkers. His previous
positions include: Rector of the Institute of Industrial Arts, Helsinki; Director of the Museum of Finnish
Architecture, Helsinki; and Professor and Dean of the Faculty of Architecture, Helsinki University of
Technology. He has also held visiting professorships in several universities internationally. Pallasmaa is the
author/editor of 24 books, including The Eyes of the Skin: Architecture and the Senses (Academy, 1995 and
John Wiley & Sons, 2005), The Architecture of Image: Existential Space in Cinema (Helsinki, 2001) and
Encounters (Helsinki, 2005).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eleanor Yoo:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Thinking Hand: Existential and Embodied Wisdom in
Architecture. Try to make the book The Thinking Hand: Existential and Embodied Wisdom in Architecture
as your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and beside that course make
you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge
with this book.

Herman Deans:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended to your account is The Thinking Hand: Existential and Embodied Wisdom in Architecture
this publication consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was
represented how does the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book
suitable all of you.



Wesley Baker:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Thinking Hand: Existential and
Embodied Wisdom in Architecture can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these textbooks have than the others?

Tammy Carver:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful photos
on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this time,
many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this
The Thinking Hand: Existential and Embodied Wisdom in Architecture can make you feel more interested to
read.
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