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Astrology, witchcraft, magical healing, divination, ancient prophecies, ghosts,
and fairies were taken very seriously by people at all social and economic levels
in sixteenth- and seventeenth-century England. Helplessness in the face of
disease and human disaster helped to perpetuate this belief in magic and the
supernatural. As Keith Thomas shows, England during these years resembled in
many ways today's "underdeveloped areas." The English population was
exceedingly liable to pain, sickness, and premature death; many were illiterate;
epidemics such as the bubonic plague plowed through English towns, at times
cutting the number of London's inhabitants by a sixth; fire was a constant threat;
the food supply was precarious; and for most diseases there was no effective
medical remedy.
In this fascinating and detailed book, Keith Thomas shows how magic, like the
medieval Church, offered an explanation for misfortune and a means of redress
in times of adversity. The supernatural thus had its own practical utility in daily
life. Some forms of magic were challenged by the Protestant Reformation, but
only with the increased search for scientific explanation of the universe did the
English people begin to abandon their recourse to the supernatural.
Science and technology have made us less vulnerable to some of the hazards
which confronted the people of the past. Yet Religion and the Decline of Magic
concludes that "if magic is defined as the employment of ineffective techniques
to allay anxiety when effective ones are not available, then we must recognize
that no society will ever be free from it."
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Astrology, witchcraft, magical healing, divination, ancient prophecies, ghosts, and fairies were taken very
seriously by people at all social and economic levels in sixteenth- and seventeenth-century England.
Helplessness in the face of disease and human disaster helped to perpetuate this belief in magic and the
supernatural. As Keith Thomas shows, England during these years resembled in many ways today's
"underdeveloped areas." The English population was exceedingly liable to pain, sickness, and premature
death; many were illiterate; epidemics such as the bubonic plague plowed through English towns, at times
cutting the number of London's inhabitants by a sixth; fire was a constant threat; the food supply was
precarious; and for most diseases there was no effective medical remedy.
In this fascinating and detailed book, Keith Thomas shows how magic, like the medieval Church, offered an
explanation for misfortune and a means of redress in times of adversity. The supernatural thus had its own
practical utility in daily life. Some forms of magic were challenged by the Protestant Reformation, but only
with the increased search for scientific explanation of the universe did the English people begin to abandon
their recourse to the supernatural.
Science and technology have made us less vulnerable to some of the hazards which confronted the people of
the past. Yet Religion and the Decline of Magic concludes that "if magic is defined as the employment of
ineffective techniques to allay anxiety when effective ones are not available, then we must recognize that no
society will ever be free from it."
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Editorial Review

Review

"One of the three or four outstanding pieces of historical writing to have appeared in the last thirty years."--
Paul Slack, History Today

"Thomas's book, so formidable in its scope and so brilliant in its insights, is a major historical achievement
as a result of which the period will never look quite the same again."--Economic History Review

About the Author

Sir Keith Thomas is President of Corpus Christi College, Oxford, and President of the British Academy.
His works include Man and the Natural World, and other writings on the social and cultural history of early
modern England. He is also the editor of the Past Masters and Oxford Studies in Social History series.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frances Carpenter:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
sense happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Religion and the
Decline of Magic is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Eva Burton:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your own
personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the publication untitled Religion and the Decline of Magic can be very good book to read. May
be it is usually best activity to you.



Henry Reavis:

Exactly why? Because this Religion and the Decline of Magic is an unordinary book that the inside of the
guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this
book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the content within
easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a
lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking method.
So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Molly Salazar:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find guide that need more time to be read. Religion and the Decline of Magic can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.
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