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Haunted by chilling memories of demonic possession and murder, Moira

O’ Donnell has spent seven years hunting down her mother, Fiona, whose
command of black magic has granted her unprecedented control of the
underworld. Now Moira's global search has led her to a small Californiatown
that’s about to become hell on earth.

Tormented by his own terrifying past and driven by powers he can’t explain, ex-
seminarian Rafe Cooper joins Moira' s dangerous quest. But Fionais one devilish
step ahead. Hungry for greater power, eternal youth, and stunning beauty, the
sorceress is unleashing upon the mortal world the living incarnations of the
Seven Deadly Sins.

Together with a demonologist, atough female sheriff, and a pair of star-crossed

teenagers, Moira and Rafe are humanity’ s last chance to snatch salvation from
the howling jaws of damnation.
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the California State L egislature. She livesin Northern Californiawith her husband, Dan, and their five
children. A member of Romance Writers of America, International Thriller Writers and the Horror Writers
Association, when she's not writing or reading, Allison enjoys playing video games and attending her kids
sporting events.
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Chapter One

Present Day
It was the darkest hour of the night.

Fiona stood within the protective double circle that framed the perfect hexagram within a perfect triangle.
Bowls of incense burned within triangles, six of which were perfectly and evenly cast between the inner and
outer circles at the apex of each point of the hexagram, smoke slowly rising. Only when the fumes breached
theinvisible shield did the wind carry them off, swirling violently into the black night. The laws of physics
did not apply to Hell’ s gateway.

Asitisbelow, soitisabove.
The seventh bowl sat in the center, at the base of the altar. The trap was complete.

Her filmy, translucent white gown was unique in its meticulous and detailed silver embroidery. Woven
through Fiona’ sfiery hair was a knotted scarlet rope. Flames from the black candles at each point of the
hexagram were virtually still, atestament to her careful preparation and growing power.

Seven of her coven stood sentry beside the seven triangles. They, too, wore white gowns with nothing
beneath. Her obedient daughter Serena was at her left hand. Three men guarded the altar. And the key to the
gateway to Hell lay naked upon the altar, covered with only a sacred red sheet. Abby was a beautiful
sacrifice, her long, golden hair fanned out beneath her. She had no fear. She’' d been taught well.

Fiona listened to Serena speak the ancient words from the Conoscenza, murmuring as if speaking to alover.
She'd searched her entire life for this book of knowledge, the book so many believed to have been destroyed.
Fiona had never lost hope, never given up. And now it was hers.

Nine days of fasting, nine days of purification, nine days of denial culminating in tonight and the fulfillment
of her promise. With power comes responsibility, and Fiona kept her word. With the knowledge contained in
the Conoscenza, her gain would be far greater control and power over the elements, the spirits, the universe.
One step closer to immortality. She saw it, tasted it, reveled in the electricity of the forces within her and
around her.



As Serena spoke, her servants chanted their response. As she incanted, their voices swelled, fueling Fiona's
power. The energy grew, pulled into their sacred circle. She commanded the wind, she would command all!

Thiswas only the beginning, and there was to be no end.
“Anoint our vessal,” Fiona commanded the three men.

Serena handed Garrett a gold chalice with a mixture of herbs, resins, and human blood. As he dipped his left
thumb into the cup, Serena began to turn the supernatu?ral key by reciting from the book. Garrett marked the
vessel, ensuring that the Seven would soon be under Fiona s command.

“Asitisbelow, soitisabove,” Fionaintoned. “For every good there is an evil, for every virtue thereisa
vice.”

Garrett put histhumb on the vessel’ s forehead and drew atriangle. One of the women entered the inner circle
and lit one of the seven candles, reciting a prayer of obedience.

Fiona continued the ritual, moving from triangle to triangle, with Garrett anointing and Serena reading from
the book. He looked at Fiona over the cup, his eyeson fire. Hislust, hisfever, inspired her and she

summoned each woman in turn, each a chosen guardian of one of the Seven.

Serena stepped away from the atar in the middle of the ritual and Fionawhirled around. “No one breaks the
circle!”

“She'shere.”
Fionalooked upon her coven, smiling victorioudly. She' d told them the arca would come.
—And the blood of the virtuous will seal the seven, and thee who seals the arcawill rule—

Lily Ellis stood outside the double circle. Her long, pale red hair whipped about her face, her fair skin nearly
translucent. She wasrail thin, awisp of agirl, but with the power of virtue and a soul dedicated to this
moment. Fiona knew the girl’ sinner strength would be strong enough, as she had been prepared as the vessel
had been. If not, she’d die tonight, and Fionawould find another arca. There were others who had been
dedicated; others who could serve her purpose. But the signs weren’t wrong: Lily Ellis was the one.

Fiona whispered to Serena, “ Are you ready?’

“Yes”

“Bring her forth.”

Serena walked to the edge of the circle. She’' d been cleansed and could not break the circle without harm, but
Fionawas certain Lily Ellis did not know this, nor that once Lily entered the circle she would not be allowed
to leave until the ritual was complete. And when the Seven were trapped, Fionawould have the power of
legions of demons on her side, and elevate herself to amortal god. Closer to victory over death, victory over

age, victory over humanity.

“We will not harm you.”



Lily said, her voice shaking, “Pul-please |et her go.”

“Y ou would take her place?’ Serena asked.

Serena understood the power of words. Would take her place was not an offering or an exchange, it wasa
guestion. Because no one could save Abby. She was the sacrifice through which the Seven would come
forth; Abby was the key that unsealed the prison. She had been recruited because she was the arca’ s closest
friend and blood relative, a cousin. Both only daughters of witches who were only daughters of witches. Not
necessary for theritual, but Fiona preferred balance and rhythm in her rituals, and Lily and Abby provided a

nice, even canvas.

The girl’ slips trembled. She had not dressed for the chill, her arms pulling her thin sweater tight around her.
The fog rose from the ocean, rolling over the edge of the cliffs toward their circle. “ Please—"

“Would you?" Serena asked.

Tears glistened in the candlelight. “Y-Yes.”

Serena put out her hand, palm up.

Lily hesitated. Fiona closed her eyes and pictured the surroundings. She sent out her Third Eye, her psychic
self, looking for anyone lurking in the cypress. Beyond that was open space, cliffs, and the highway more
than a mile to the west. Open space protected them. There was no one to stop her. She' d know long before
anyone could get close. Victory wasin her grasp. Power swelled in her breast.

Lily had to cross the circle of her own free will.

She had to agree to taste the forbidden fruit.

Lily looked around at the cloaked men and women. Nervous, scared, uncertain. Fiona nodded to Garrett. He
pushed back his hood and turned to face Lily.

The arca gasped. “ Pastor Garrett—"

“Come, child.” He opened hisarmsto her, paims up like Serena. Welcoming. Benign. His strikingly
handsome face seduced women of all ages to do exactly what he wanted.

Lily swallowed, then stepped into the circle. She stopped, her face twisted in fearful confusion asthe
stillness of the air within the circle surprised her.

Serena removed the extra gown from her shoulders and said, “Wear this.”

Lily looked around, her eyes darting nervously from Garrett to the other men.

Serena laughed lightly. “Would you like them to close their eyes?”’

She nodded, shaking. Fiona put up her hand and nodded to the men. “The arca commands privacy.”

lan and Richard closed their eyes. Garrett smiled at Fiona as he put his hood back on, then closed his as well.



She allowed him to gloat. Fiona had been skeptical of a seventeen-year-old virgin, but Garrett was never
wrong about these things.

The girl took off her clothes, not meeting the eyes of the women who watched. Abby, awilling participant
only because she didn’t know that her death was required, said, “Lily, there’' s nothing to be scared about.”

“Abby—" Lily glanced around, her big, brown eyes wide, the reflection of the candles making them seem
bottomless. “Please, let's go.”

“No,” Abby said, irritated. “1 thought you wanted to share this with me.”

Lily opened her mouth to speak, but Fiona could not allow her to cast doubt within Abby. Fiona said, “Relax,
Abby, you need to be perfectly calm in order to achieve your elevated state.”

“Yes, medea.”
“Theanointing,” Fiona said.

Serena had a small gold triangle-shaped box in her hand. The box contained aresin, made in part with blood
of anewborn goat, olive oil, scammony, myrrh, and civet. The recipe came from the Conoscenzato aid the
Seven in finding the arca once they were released. Serena marked Lily with the seven signs, on her forehead,
each hand, her heart, her stomach, her pubis, and her |eft hip. There was an opening in the gown at each
point so the mark wouldn’t be concealed. At each step, Serena whispered the commands, in Latin so the girl
wouldn't be afraid.

Garrett handed Serena a closed ball of simmering henbane. Serena opened it, allowing the hallucinogenic
fumesto flow into Lily’s senses. One. Two. Three.

She closed the ball, handed it back to Garrett, and took Lily’s hand. The henbane would keep her compliant,
for Fiona couldn’'t have her fight back now. The wine she would soon drink—willingly or not—would attract
the Seven to her, like abitch in heat attracts a male dog. If the Seven escaped the arca it would be impossible
to recapture al of them. At this momentous time, there was no room for error.

Serenabrought Lily to the altar and laid her on her back, the top of her head touching Abby’s head. One was
avessal through which the demons would enter the world, the other was a container where they would be

trapped.

It was perfect.
“Abby,” Lily whispered.
“Silence,” Fiona ordered. “It has begun.”

She continued the ritual she’ d begun before the arca arrived, the growing tension and excitement filling her
with physical and spiritual power.

Fiona would succeed where other, weaker magicians had failed. For centuries, individual witches and covens
had attempted to locate the Conoscenza and failed. Attempted to find the Tree of Life and failed. Many had
died in their failures.



Fionawould not fail. She would not die.
She would live forever.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Mark L ogan:

The experience that you get from Origina Sin (Seven Deadly Sins) will be the more deep you searching the
information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to be aware of but Original Sin (Seven Deadly Sins) giving you excitement feeling of reading.
The article author conveystheir point in particular way that can be understood through anyone who read the
item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We suggest you for having this Origina Sin (Seven Deadly Sins) instantly.

Timothy McKinney:

This book untitled Original Sin (Seven Deadly Sins) to be one of several books which best seller in this year,
honestly, that is because when you read this publication you can get alot of benefit init. You will easily to
buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it through online. The publisher on this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

David Henry:

Typically the book Original Sin (Seven Deadly Sins) has alot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author
makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily
after scanning this book.

Janice Martin:

Origina Sin (Seven Deadly Sins) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us recommend
that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer giving his’her effort to
set every word into joy arrangement in writing Original Sin (Seven Deadly Sins) nevertheless doesn't forget
the main place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among
it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.
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