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Susan Nagel, author of the critically acclaimed biography Mistress of the Elgin
Marbles, turns her attention to the life of a remarkable woman who both defined
and shaped an era, the tumultuous last days of the crumbling ancien régime.
Nagel brings the formidable Marie-Thérese to life, along with the age of
revolution and the waning days of the aristocracy, in a page-turning biography
that will appeal to fans of Antonia Fraser's Marie Antoinette and Amanda
Foreman's Georgiana: Duchess of Devonshire.

In December 1795, at midnight on her seventeenth birthday, Marie-Thérése, the
only surviving child of Marie Antoinette and Louis XV, escaped from Paris's
notorious Temple Prison. To this day many believe that the real Marie-Thérése,
traumatized following her family's brutal execution during the Reign of Terror,
switched identities with an illegitimate half sister who was often mistaken for her
twin. Was the real Marie-Thérése spirited away to aremote castle to live her life
as the woman called "the Dark Countess," while an imposter played her role on
the political stage of Europe? Now, two hundred years later, using handwriting
samples, DNA testing, and an undiscovered cache of Bourbon family letters,
Nagel finally solves this mystery. Shetells the remarkable story in full and draws
avivid portrait of an astonishing woman who both defined and shaped an era.
Marie-Thérése's deliberate choice of husbands determined the map of nineteenth-
century Europe. Even Napoleon was in awe and called her "the only man in the
family." Nagel's gripping narrative captures the events of her fascinating life
from her very public birth in front of the rowdy crowds and her precocious
childhood to her hideous timein prison and her later reincarnation in the public
eye as asaint, and, above all, her fierce loyalty to France throughout.
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to the life of aremarkable woman who both defined and shaped an era, the tumultuous last days of the
crumbling ancien régime. Nagel brings the formidable Marie-Thérése to life, along with the age of revolution
and the waning days of the aristocracy, in a page-turning biography that will appeal to fans of Antonia
Fraser's Marie Antoinette and Amanda Foreman's Georgiana: Duchess of Devonshire.

In December 1795, at midnight on her seventeenth birthday, Marie-Thérese, the only surviving child of
Marie Antoinette and Louis XV, escaped from Paris's notorious Temple Prison. To this day many believe
that the real Marie-Thérése, traumatized following her family's brutal execution during the Reign of Terror,
switched identities with an illegitimate half sister who was often mistaken for her twin. Was the real Marie-
Thérése spirited away to aremote castle to live her life as the woman called "the Dark Countess," while an
imposter played her role on the political stage of Europe? Now, two hundred years later, using handwriting
samples, DNA testing, and an undiscovered cache of Bourbon family letters, Nagel finally solvesthis
mystery. Shetells the remarkable story in full and draws a vivid portrait of an astonishing woman who both
defined and shaped an era. Marie-Thérése's deliberate choice of husbands determined the map of nineteenth-
century Europe. Even Napoleon wasin awe and called her "the only man in the family." Nagel's gripping
narrative captures the events of her fascinating life from her very public birth in front of the rowdy crowds
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

What was the fate of Marie-Thérése (1778-1851) after the beheadings of her parents, King Louis XV and
Queen Marie Antoinette of France? Nagel, professor of humanities at Marymount Manhattan College
(Mistress of the Elgin Marbles), relates the dramatic highs and lows experienced by the woman known as
Madame Royale. Her uncle, the Austrian emperor, wanted her to marry his brother, when she escaped from
the Temple Prison at age 17 after three hellish years. Instead, she endured a loveless and childless marriage
to her Bourbon cousin the Duc d'Angouléme, but became the close political aly of their uncle, Louis XVIII,
whom she joined in his peripatetic exile and saw in his triumphant return to France in 1814 asking. Marie
Thérese survived the 1830 abdication of her father-in-law, Charles X, and died in exile. Known for her
kindness and wit, she also endured persistent rumors that she was not the real Marie-Thérése and the
constant threat of abduction and nation. Nagel's highly detailed and sympathetic account competently
fillsin historical gaps, but, unfortunately, is hampered by plodding prose. 16 pages of color illus; map. (Apr.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

*Starred Review* Most people who know about the sad end of Queen Marie Antoinette of France also know
that she left behind a daugher and a son. The boy died as aresult of appalling abuse at the hands of prison
guards, but what became of the girl? Born in 1778, Marie-Thérése was just 17 when her release from three
harrowing years of imprisonment was finally negotiated. Almost immediately, she became a powerful
symbol and a political pawn. But Nagel shows her as having a mind of her own as she found refuge at the
Austrian court; then she married her cousin and became part of the peripatetic French monarchy-in-exile.
Finally, she helped to preside over the Restoration. Through it all she was an object of fascination, admired
for her dignity and her steadfast devotion to the ideals of the ancien régime. The fascination persists even
today in the legend of the Dark Countess, according to which the princess switched identities, and the
woman the world knew as Marie-Thérése was an imposter. This highly detailed, exhaustively researched,
often-riveting account will appeal especially to al those readers who' ve immersed themselves in the many
recent books about Marie Antoinette. --Mary Ellen Quinn

Review

“Capture[s] the peculiar humanity of her subject as she evolved from princess to prisoner to decorous
matron.” ?New York Times Book Review

“This highly detailed, exhaustively researched, often riveting account will appeal especially to all those
readers who've immersed themselves in the many recent books about Marie Antoinette.” ?Booklist (starred
review)

“A fascinating, readable, and engrossing book that should interest general readers and scholars alike.”
?Library Journal (starred review)
Users Review

From reader reviews:
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ChrisRobins:

This book untitled Marie-Therese: The Fate of Marie Antoinette's Daughter to be one of several booksin
which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get alot of benefit upon it.
Y ou will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read
this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Francis Knapp:

Precisely why? Because this Marie-Therese: The Fate of Marie Antoinette's Daughter is an unordinary book
that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret this
inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it
isgood for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give
you alot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your
critical thinking means. So, still want to hold off having that book? If | were being you | will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Becky Duncan:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't
work thisis difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic asin the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer can be Marie-Therese: The Fate of Marie Antoinette's Daughter why because
the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this
book.

Faye Pear son:

This Marie-Therese: The Fate of Marie Antoinette's Daughter is brand-new way for you who has curiosity to
look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this Marie-Therese: The Fate
of Marie Antoinette's Daughter can be the light food in your case because the information inside that book is
easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why |
mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this
book is the answer. So there is no in reading a book especially this one. Y ou can find what you are looking
for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't misstheideal Just read this e-book variety for your better life as
well as knowledge.
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