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In this updated edition of his classic account, Charles Nauert charts the rise of
humanism as the distinctive culture of the social, political and intellectual elites
in Renaissance Europe. He traces humanism's emergence in the unique social and
cultural conditions of fourteenth-century Italy and its gradual diffusion
throughout the rest of Europe. He shows how, despite its elitist origins,
humanism became a major force in the popular culture and fine arts of the
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, and the powerful impact it had on both the
Protestant and Catholic Reformations. He uses art and biographical sketches of
key figures to illuminate the narrative and concludes with an account of the
limitations of humanism at the end of the Renaissance. The revised edition
includes a section dealing with the place of women in humanistic culture and an
updated bibliography. It will be essential reading for all students of Renaissance
Europe.
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In this updated edition of his classic account, Charles Nauert charts the rise of humanism as the distinctive
culture of the social, political and intellectual elites in Renaissance Europe. He traces humanism's emergence
in the unique social and cultural conditions of fourteenth-century Italy and its gradual diffusion throughout
the rest of Europe. He shows how, despite its elitist origins, humanism became a major force in the popular
culture and fine arts of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, and the powerful impact it had on both the
Protestant and Catholic Reformations. He uses art and biographical sketches of key figures to illuminate the
narrative and concludes with an account of the limitations of humanism at the end of the Renaissance. The
revised edition includes a section dealing with the place of women in humanistic culture and an updated
bibliography. It will be essential reading for all students of Renaissance Europe.
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Editorial Review

Review
'... lucidly and elegantly written book ... a fine example of that time-honored approach to the subject,
intellectual and cultural history ... [This book] is surely destined to establish itself quickly as the best
introduction to the subject of Renaissance humanism. In particular, it will be essential reading for graduate
students preparing for their comprehensive examinations and for instructors faced with the task of explaining
humanism to their students.' James M. Estes, Sixteenth Century Journal

'One would have thought it impossible to write such a book, but Charles Nauert has done it ... this book
presents every important aspect of humanist culture, from Petrarch to Montaigne. All this is accomplished
with deft authority and with disarming judiciousness ... His book supersedes any previous attempt at such a
synthesis, and each chapter, with its own bibliography, is a key to the several sub-fields included here ... the
writing is so clear that absolutely any reader, without any special preparation, can use this book as a first step
toward mastering the field.' George Hupper, The Historian

'A student reading Nauert will get a comprehensive, intelligent, and eminently sensible discussion of the
topic. [Nauert] effectively conveys the sweep of humanism over three centuries. He is notably excellent in
discussing the sixteenth century ... in every chapter of the book he convincingly brings out why and how the
classical tradition played such an important role in Renaissance humanism.' John Monfasani, International
Journal of the Classical Tradition

About the Author
Charles G. Nauert is Professor Emeritus of History at the University of Missouri, Columbia. His major
publications include several essays on pre-Reformation academic and religious controversies and The Age of
Renaissance and Reformation (1977).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Vanessa Gibson:

Often the book Humanism and the Culture of Renaissance Europe (New Approaches to European History)
has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the
very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read
you can find the point easily after reading this book.

Deborah Rost:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Humanism and the Culture of Renaissance Europe (New Approaches to European History) your thoughts
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion
and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The Humanism and the Culture of Renaissance



Europe (New Approaches to European History) giving you yet another experience more than blown away
your brain but also giving you useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the
relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a
casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Henry Hedrick:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Humanism and the Culture of
Renaissance Europe (New Approaches to European History) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's find.

Thomas Busch:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
And you also know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know
that reading is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something
by book. Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is
Humanism and the Culture of Renaissance Europe (New Approaches to European History).
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