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As soon asit appeared, How to Read the Bible was recognized as a masterwork,
“awesome, thrilling” (The New York Times), “wonderfully interesting, extremely
well presented” (The Washington Post), and “atour de force...a stunning
narrative” (Publishers Weekly). Now in its tenth year of publication, the book
remains the clearest, most inviting and readable guide to the Hebrew Bible
around—and a profound meditation on the effect that modern biblical scholarship
has had on traditional belief.

Moving chapter by chapter, Harvard professor James Kugel coversthe Bible's
most significant stories—the Creation of the world, Adam and Eve, Cain and
Abel, Noah and the flood, Abraham and Sarah, Jacob and his wives, Moses and
the exodus, David's mighty kingdom, plus the writings of Isaiah, Jeremiah, and
the other prophets, and on to the Babylonian conquest and the eventual return to
Zion.

Throughout, Kugel contrasts the way modern scholars understand these events
with the way Christians and Jews have traditionally understood them. The latter
isnot, Kugel shows, a naive reading; rather, it is the product of a school of
sophisticated interpreters who flourished toward the end of the biblical period.
These highly ideological readers sought to put their own spin on texts that had
been around for centuries, utterly transforming them in the process. Their
interpretations became what the Bible meant for centuries and centuries—until
modern scholarship came along. The question that this book ultimately asksis:
What how? As one reviewer wrote, Kugel’s answer provides “a contemporary
model of how to read Sacred Scripture amidst the oppositional pulls of modern
scholarship and tradition.”
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As soon as it appeared, How to Read the Bible was recognized as a masterwork, “awesome, thrilling” (The
New York Times), “wonderfully interesting, extremely well presented” (The Washington Post), and “atour de
force...a stunning narrative” (Publishers Weekly). Now in its tenth year of publication, the book remains the
clearest, most inviting and readable guide to the Hebrew Bible around—and a profound meditation on the
effect that modern biblical scholarship has had on traditional belief.

Moving chapter by chapter, Harvard professor James Kugel coversthe Bible's most significant stories—the
Creation of the world, Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel, Noah and the flood, Abraham and Sarah, Jacob and
his wives, Moses and the exodus, David' s mighty kingdom, plus the writings of Isaiah, Jeremiah, and the
other prophets, and on to the Babylonian conquest and the eventual return to Zion.

Throughout, Kugel contrasts the way modern scholars understand these events with the way Christians and
Jews have traditionally understood them. The latter is not, Kugel shows, a naive reading; rather, it isthe
product of a school of sophisticated interpreters who flourished toward the end of the biblical period. These
highly ideological readers sought to put their own spin on texts that had been around for centuries, utterly
transforming them in the process. Their interpretations became what the Bible meant for centuries and
centuries—until modern scholarship came along. The question that this book ultimately asksis: What now?
Asone reviewer wrote, Kugel’s answer provides “a contemporary model of how to read Sacred Scripture
amidst the oppositional pulls of modern scholarship and tradition.”
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From reader reviews:
L ee Néelson:

This How to Read the Bible: A Guide to Scripture, Then and Now book is just not ordinary book, you have it
then the world isin your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely information inside this
e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will
get. Thiskind of How to Read the Bible: A Guide to Scripture, Then and Now without we know teach the
one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry How to Read
the Bible: A Guide to Scripture, Then and Now can bring if you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This How to
Read the Bible: A Guide to Scripture, Then and Now having very good arrangement in word and layout, so
you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Nettie Powers:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book consequently. There are alot of reasons why people loveit. First reading a publication will
giveyou alot of new data. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one
of several ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make an
individual more imaginative. When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring
that you imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to
some others. When you read this How to Read the Bible: A Guide to Scripture, Then and Now, it is possible
to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Y our knowledge can inspire the mediocre,
make them reading a e-book.

Alice Concannon:

Precisely why? Because this How to Read the Bible: A Guide to Scripture, Then and Now is an unordinary
book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret
the ideainside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful
way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
totally. So, it isgood for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book
will give you alot of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your
critical thinking means. So, still want to hesitate having that book? If | have been you | will go to the guide
store hurriedly.



Clara Brownfield:

The book untitled How to Read the Bible: A Guide to Scripture, Then and Now contain alot of information
on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The
author provides you in the new time of literary works. Y ou can read this book because you can keep reading
your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have anice read.
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