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A dual biography of Winston Churchill and George Orwell, who preserved
democracy from the threats of authoritarianism, from the left and right
alike.

Both George Orwell and Winston Churchill came close to death in the mid-
1930's—Orwell shot in the neck in a trench line in the Spanish Civil War, and
Churchill struck by a car in New York City. If they'd died then, history would
scarcely remember them. At the time, Churchill was a politician on the outs, his
loyalty to his class and party suspect. Orwell was a mildly successful novelist, to
put it generously. No one would have predicted that by the end of the 20th
century they would be considered two of the most important people in British
history for having the vision and courage to campaign tirelessly, in words and in
deeds, against the totalitarian threat from both the left and the right. In a crucial
moment, they responded first by seeking the facts of the matter, seeing through
the lies and obfuscations, and then they acted on their beliefs. Together, to an
extent not sufficiently appreciated, they kept the West's compass set toward
freedom as its due north.

It's not easy to recall now how lonely a position both men once occupied. By the
late 1930's, democracy was discredited in many circles, and authoritarian rulers
were everywhere in the ascent. There were some who decried the scourge of
communism, but saw in Hitler and Mussolini "men we could do business with,"
if not in fact saviors. And there were others who saw the Nazi and fascist threat
as malign, but tended to view communism as the path to salvation. Churchill and
Orwell, on the other hand, had the foresight to see clearly that the issue was
human freedom—that whatever its coloration, a government that denied its
people basic freedoms was a totalitarian menace and had to be resisted.

In the end, Churchill and Orwell proved their age's necessary men. The glorious
climax of Churchill and Orwell is the work they both did in the decade of the
1940's to triumph over freedom's enemies. And though Churchill played the
larger role in the defeat of Hitler and the Axis, Orwell's reckoning with the
menace of authoritarian rule in Animal Farm and 1984 would define the stakes of
the Cold War for its 50-year course, and continues to give inspiration to fighters
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for freedom to this day. Taken together, in Thomas E. Ricks's masterful hands,
their lives are a beautiful testament to the power of moral conviction, and to the
courage it can take to stay true to it, through thick and thin.
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A dual biography of Winston Churchill and George Orwell, who preserved democracy from the
threats of authoritarianism, from the left and right alike.

Both George Orwell and Winston Churchill came close to death in the mid-1930's—Orwell shot in the neck
in a trench line in the Spanish Civil War, and Churchill struck by a car in New York City. If they'd died then,
history would scarcely remember them. At the time, Churchill was a politician on the outs, his loyalty to his
class and party suspect. Orwell was a mildly successful novelist, to put it generously. No one would have
predicted that by the end of the 20th century they would be considered two of the most important people in
British history for having the vision and courage to campaign tirelessly, in words and in deeds, against the
totalitarian threat from both the left and the right. In a crucial moment, they responded first by seeking the
facts of the matter, seeing through the lies and obfuscations, and then they acted on their beliefs. Together, to
an extent not sufficiently appreciated, they kept the West's compass set toward freedom as its due north.

It's not easy to recall now how lonely a position both men once occupied. By the late 1930's, democracy was
discredited in many circles, and authoritarian rulers were everywhere in the ascent. There were some who
decried the scourge of communism, but saw in Hitler and Mussolini "men we could do business with," if not
in fact saviors. And there were others who saw the Nazi and fascist threat as malign, but tended to view
communism as the path to salvation. Churchill and Orwell, on the other hand, had the foresight to see clearly
that the issue was human freedom—that whatever its coloration, a government that denied its people basic
freedoms was a totalitarian menace and had to be resisted.

In the end, Churchill and Orwell proved their age's necessary men. The glorious climax of Churchill and
Orwell is the work they both did in the decade of the 1940's to triumph over freedom's enemies. And though
Churchill played the larger role in the defeat of Hitler and the Axis, Orwell's reckoning with the menace of
authoritarian rule in Animal Farm and 1984 would define the stakes of the Cold War for its 50-year course,
and continues to give inspiration to fighters for freedom to this day. Taken together, in Thomas E. Ricks's
masterful hands, their lives are a beautiful testament to the power of moral conviction, and to the courage it
can take to stay true to it, through thick and thin.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Both subjects, he tells us in this page turner written with great brio, are 'people we still think about, people
who are important not just to understanding their times but also to understanding our own.'... what comes
across strongly in this highly enjoyable book is the fierce commitment of both Orwell and Churchill to
critical thought." —The New York Times Book Review 

“An elegantly written celebration of two men who faced an existential crisis to their way of life with moral
courage — and demonstrated that an individual can make a difference.” —San Francisco Chronicle 

“Readers of this book will realize, if they needed reminding, that the struggle to preserve and tell the truth is
a very long game.” —Los Angeles Times

“Churchill & Orwell is an eminently readable, frankly inspirational and exceptionally timely tribute to the
two men Simon Schama called 'the architects of their time.' It is to be hoped that their counterparts in
intellectual clarity and moral courage are among us today.” —Minneapolis Star Tribune

“Here is a formidable pairing: Winston Churchill and George Orwell, two of the most famous figures of the
20th century, compared and contrasted in a study that has fresh things to say about its subjects… Ricks
tracks his subjects without falling into the usual traps. He is neither sanctimonious about Orwell, nor overly
reverential when discussing Churchill.” —Newsday

"A feast of a book, laden with observations and insights that enable us to see these familiar figures, and
through them our own time, in a fresh and illuminating light." —New Statesman

“Ricks’s gift for storytelling makes this book virtually impossible at times to set down.” —The Christian
Science Monitor

“Superbly illustrates that Churchill and Orwell made enduring cases for the necessity of moral and political
fortitude in the face of authoritarianism. This is a bracing work for our times.”—Publishers Weekly

“Very readable and timely.”—The Missourian 

“The genius of Ricks’ method is to tell the story of an ongoing struggle through the lives of two
extraordinary men.” —Booklist (starred review) 

“A superb account of two men who set standards for defending liberal democracy that remain disturbingly
out of reach.” —Kirkus Reviews (starred)

About the Author
Thomas E. Ricks is an adviser on national security at the New America Foundation, where he participates in
its "Future of War" project. He was previously a fellow at the Center for a New American Security and is a
contributing editor of Foreign Policy magazine, for which he writes the prizewinning blog The Best Defense.
A member of two Pulitzer Prize-winning teams, he covered U.S. military activities in Somalia, Haiti, Korea,
Bosnia, Kosovo, Macedonia, Kuwait, Turkey, Afghanistan, and Iraq. He is the author of several books,



including The Generals, The Gamble, and the number one New York Times bestseller Fiasco, which was a
finalist for the Pulitzer Prize.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rose Rowe:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Churchill and Orwell: The Fight for
Freedom is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want
and want in this era.

Christina Ruiz:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long
to reading a publication. The book Churchill and Orwell: The Fight for Freedom it is rather good to read.
There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In
the event you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can
m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides
high quality.

Joel Barnhardt:

This Churchill and Orwell: The Fight for Freedom is great publication for you because the content which is
full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having Churchill and Orwell: The Fight for Freedom in your hand like getting the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout
ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr.
and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Amelia Page:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to share. You
can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You



can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to
your account is Churchill and Orwell: The Fight for Freedom this publication consist a lot of the information
of the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some investigation
when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.
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