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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In a blunt, on-target analysis of the disintegration of the liberal coalition, Washington Post reporter Edsall,
writing with his wife, charges that the Republican Party since 1964 has capitalized on issues of race and
taxing, pitting proponents of meritocracy against advocates of special preference. These issues, the authors
point out, now intersect in the minds of the electorate with a range of domestic controversies, from drug
enforcement to suburban zoning practices. The Edsalls urge Democrats to learn from voter rejection and to
engage in constructive, open discussion of such problems as soaring urban-ghetto crime and illegitimacy. In
order to tackle the crises of poverty, race and educational reform, they insist, both parties require a
"wrenching alteration of habit, strategy, and worldview." However, the book's scorecard of the last seven
presidential elections is geared more to policymakers, scholars and activists than to general readers.
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
For readers who wonder why Democratic coalitions have failed to retain control of the White House in
recent elections, the Edsalls show how race, the civil rights decisions of the 1950s, 1960s, and 1970s, and the
taxpayers' revolt have made Democratic presidents an endangered or possibly extinct species. They blame
the Democrats' problems on their inability to see the impact of the agenda of the 1960s and 1970s on the
middle-class and lower-class white vote. In addition, the authors place heavy emphasis on the increased
prominence of fundamentalist Christianity in areas like the South, which had been crucial to the Democratic
coalition. An excellent foil to Sen. Paul Simon's Once and Future Democrats ( LJ 5/15/82), which argued
that to win elections, Democrats should not give up their issues or political soul. Recommended for general
readers and informed laypersons. See also Peter Brown's Minority Party ( LJ 8/91)--Ed.
- Frank Kessler, Missouri Western State Coll., St. Joseph
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
An incisive analysis from Washington Post journalist Edsall (The New Politics of Inequality, 1984) of the
political equivalent of a continental drift: the electoral realignment in which Republicans have won the White
House five out of the last six times since 1964. Edsall's explanation for this shift is not unique: The GOP, he
says, has used two overlapping issues, race and taxes, to splinter the old New Deal coalition, pitting whites--
resentful of busing, affirmative action, and other federal remedies to aid blacks and other minorities--against
these programs' beneficiaries. Edsall traces how Barry Goldwater, George Wallace, and Richard Nixon, with
varying degrees of success, exploited these issues as well as the cultural tensions arising from the 60's rights
revolution on behalf of other groups (e.g., criminal defendants, gays, the handicapped). The now-familiar
scenario found ``Reagan Democrats'' (southern white populists and northern blue-collar ethnics) linking with
affluent Republicans in shifting government benefits away from recipients of liberal largesse. Although
giving only glancing attention to the influence of war-and-peace issues on the electorate, Edsall impressively
supports his analysis of the Democratic decline at the presidential level with extensive polling and
demographic data, interviews with lapsed Democrats, and a devastating portrait of liberalism at bay,
``intellectually fearful'' of addressing the ills of the black underclass and thus continuing to alienate
disaffected voters and leaving the party a toothless defender of the working class and poor. A powerful
companion to Nicholas Lemann's The Promised Land (p. 32) and Kevin Phillips's The Politics of Rich and
Poor (1990) in detailing the racial and class tensions that are rending America's social fabric and poisoning
its body politic. -- Copyright ©1991, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Louise Richards:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide. Book has
a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Alongside that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Chain Reaction: The Impact of Race, Rights, and Taxes on
American Politics will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can
know about anything. But some of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It is far
from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate
book with you?

Kristen Clifford:

This book untitled Chain Reaction: The Impact of Race, Rights, and Taxes on American Politics to be one of
several books which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it by using online.
The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read
this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this publication
from your list.

Roberta Nieves:

Often the book Chain Reaction: The Impact of Race, Rights, and Taxes on American Politics has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the
very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read
you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Quincy Nelson:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended
to your account is Chain Reaction: The Impact of Race, Rights, and Taxes on American Politics this e-book
consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can
the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically
the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.
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