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This path-breaking history of the African working class in Lourenco Marques
proceeds from the assumption that M ozambican labor history was less about
skills, wages, or productivity than it was about racism, human dignity, and
contested masculinity. African attempts to improve their lives through hard work
were frustrated time and again by white employers determined to keep themin
their place. Brutal forced-labor policies made it difficult for rural Africansto
survive despite their continued access to agricultural land and family labor. Thus
the majority of African men living in southern Mozambique spent their adult
livesin wage labor, whether they worked in the South African mines or took
low-paying jobs in and around the port city of Lourenco Marques. Thislively and
balanced analysis brings the voices of African workersto the foreground. By
detailing the individual experiences of gang laborers, stevedores, domestic
servants, and petty clerks, the author focuses our attention on the human
dimensions of colonia racism.
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This path-breaking history of the African working class in Lourenco Marques proceeds from the assumption
that Mozambican labor history was less about skills, wages, or productivity than it was about racism, human
dignity, and contested masculinity. African attempts to improve their lives through hard work were frustrated
time and again by white employers determined to keep them in their place. Brutal forced-labor policies made
it difficult for rural Africansto survive despite their continued access to agricultural land and family labor.
Thus the magjority of African men living in southern Mozambique spent their adult lives in wage labor,
whether they worked in the South African mines or took low-paying jobsin and around the port city of
Lourenco Marques. Thislively and balanced analysis brings the voices of African workers to the foreground.
By detailing the individual experiences of gang laborers, stevedores, domestic servants, and petty clerks, the
author focuses our attention on the human dimensions of colonial racism.
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Editorial Review

Review

?Jeanne Penvenne's book breaks away from the platitudes of colonial history writing and brilliantly seeksto
evoke the actual experience of Africans working in the Mozambican capital.... This study is an achievement
of the creative imagination as well as one of meticulous scholarship.?-International Journal of African
Historical Studies

About the Author

JEANNE MARIE PENVENNE is an assistant professor of history at Tufts University, having previously
taught at Boston University, Brandeis University, and the Universidade Eduardo Mondlane. She conducted
extensive oral and archival research in Maputo (formerly Lourenco Margues) and in Portugal, and has
published articles and working papers on Mozambican history. Sheis currently writing a social history of
African women in the capital city during the critical closing decades of the colonia erain Mozambique.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Dorothy Pear ce:

Here thing why this specific African Workers & Colonial Racism: Mozambican Strategies & Strugglesin
Lourenco Marques, 1877-1962 (Social History of Africa) are different and dependable to be yours. First of
all reading through a book is good but it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delightful as
food or not. African Workers & Colonial Racism: Mozambican Strategies & Strugglesin Lourenco Margues,
1877-1962 (Socia History of Africa) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-
book out there but there is no book that similar with African Workers & Colonial Racism: Mozambican
Strategies & Strugglesin Lourenco Marques, 1877-1962 (Social History of Africa). It givesyou thrill
looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is probably
can be happened around you. Y ou can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of
African Workers & Colonial Racism: Mozambican Strategies & Strugglesin Lourenco Marques, 1877-1962
(Socia History of Africa) in e-book can be your option.

Ronnie Miller:

Typically the book African Workers & Colonial Racism: Mozambican Strategies & Strugglesin Lourenco
Margues, 1877-1962 (Social History of Africa) will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The
author style to spell out theideais very unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this book very
suited to you. The book African Workers & Colonial Racism: Mozambican Strategies & Strugglesin

L ourenco Marques, 1877-1962 (Social History of Africa) is much recommended to you to learn. Y ou can
also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.



Thomas Jones:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This e-book African Workers & Colonial Racism: Mozambican
Strategies & Strugglesin Lourenco Marques, 1877-1962 (Social History of Africa) wasfilled in relation to
science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has
various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can realy
feel enjoy to read areserve. In the modern eralike right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Daphne Jones:

As ascholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to presently there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important,
boring and can't see colorful images on there. Y eah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for
you personally. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore, this African Workers & Colonial Racism: Mozambican Strategies &
Strugglesin Lourenco Marques, 1877-1962 (Social History of Africa) can make you truly feel more
interested to read.
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