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This new edition of Robert Sommer and Barbara Sommer's successful book A
Practical Guide to Behavioral Research continues to emphasize a hands-on,
multimethod, and interdisciplinary approach to behavioral research in
psychology, sociology, and anthropology. It expands the fourth edition's
coverage of computer-related research methods and employs an international
perspective, presenting general principles and their practical applications. Like
previous editions, A Practical Guide to Behavioral Research, 5/e, covers the four
major approaches to behavioral research (experimentation, observation,
questionnaire, interview) and examines other important methods, including
attitude and rating scales, the case study, semantic differential, unobtrusive
measures, and the use of personal documents. It provides particularly strong
treatment of observational approaches, behavior and cognitive mapping,
electronic searches and Internet research, and action research. This revision
includes two new chapters stimulated by student interest: Chapter 14, "Action
Research," addresses the gap between doing research and having it applied;
Chapter 15, "The Big Fuzzies," describes techniques for researching important
concepts that are difficult to define and measure.
Written in an accessible, colloquial style, this popular book encourages students
to actually do research instead of just learning the concepts and language. Clear
descriptions and concrete examples of abstract concepts demystify research and
help students think about research procedures in a variety of settings, not just in
the laboratory. Ideal for undergraduates in research methods classes, A Practical
Guide to Behavioral Research, 5/e, is an invaluable reference for students of
communications, education, nursing, design, and business. It is also a useful
resource for readers who need reliable information or anyone interested in
behavioral studies.

The authors maintain a useful companion website at
http://psychology.ucdavis.edu/Sommerr/pg5/.
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This new edition of Robert Sommer and Barbara Sommer's successful book A Practical Guide to Behavioral
Research continues to emphasize a hands-on, multimethod, and interdisciplinary approach to behavioral
research in psychology, sociology, and anthropology. It expands the fourth edition's coverage of computer-
related research methods and employs an international perspective, presenting general principles and their
practical applications. Like previous editions, A Practical Guide to Behavioral Research, 5/e, covers the four
major approaches to behavioral research (experimentation, observation, questionnaire, interview) and
examines other important methods, including attitude and rating scales, the case study, semantic differential,
unobtrusive measures, and the use of personal documents. It provides particularly strong treatment of
observational approaches, behavior and cognitive mapping, electronic searches and Internet research, and
action research. This revision includes two new chapters stimulated by student interest: Chapter 14, "Action
Research," addresses the gap between doing research and having it applied; Chapter 15, "The Big Fuzzies,"
describes techniques for researching important concepts that are difficult to define and measure.
Written in an accessible, colloquial style, this popular book encourages students to actually do research
instead of just learning the concepts and language. Clear descriptions and concrete examples of abstract
concepts demystify research and help students think about research procedures in a variety of settings, not
just in the laboratory. Ideal for undergraduates in research methods classes, A Practical Guide to Behavioral
Research, 5/e, is an invaluable reference for students of communications, education, nursing, design, and
business. It is also a useful resource for readers who need reliable information or anyone interested in
behavioral studies.

The authors maintain a useful companion website at http://psychology.ucdavis.edu/Sommerr/pg5/.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Clearly written with interesting, timely examples. Appropriate for undergraduate or graduate students."--
Ben Rafoth, Indiana University of Pennsylvania

About the Author
Robert Sommer is at University of California, Davis.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Osburn:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of A Practical
Guide to Behavioral Research: Tools and Techniques book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Annie Adcock:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled A
Practical Guide to Behavioral Research: Tools and Techniques your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you
never get previous to. The A Practical Guide to Behavioral Research: Tools and Techniques giving you yet
another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for your better
life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be
pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?

Stephen Beatty:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this publication. This A Practical Guide to Behavioral
Research: Tools and Techniques is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train
along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-
book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.



Loren Benton:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as of book A
Practical Guide to Behavioral Research: Tools and Techniques. Contain your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most significant
that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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