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Women in Mycenaean Greece is the first book-length study of women in the
Linear B tablets from Mycenaean Greece and the only to collect and compile all
the references to women in the documents of the two best attested sites of Late
Bronze Age Greece - Pylos on the Greek mainland and Knossos on the island of
Crete. The book offers a systematic analysis of women’s tasks, holdings, and
social and economic status in the Linear B tablets dating from the 14th and 13th
centuries BCE, identifying how Mycenaean women functioned in the economic
institutions where they were best attested - production, property control, land
tenure, and cult. Analysing all references to women in the Mycenaean
documents, the book focuses on the ways in which the economic institutions of
these Bronze Age palace states were gendered and effectively extends the
framework for the study of women in Greek antiquity back more than 400 years.

Throughout, the book seeks to establish whether gender practices were uniform
in the Mycenaean states or differed from site to site and to gauge the relationship
of the roles and status of Mycenaean women to their Archaic and Classical
counterparts to test if the often-proposed theories of a more egalitarian Bronze
Age accurately reflect the textual evidence. The Linear B tablets offer a unique,
if under-utilized, point of entry into women’s history in ancient Greece,
documenting nearly 2000 women performing over fifty task assignments. From
their decipherment in 1952 one major gap in the scholarly record remained: a full
accounting of the women who inhabited the palace states and their tasks, ranks,
and economic contributions. Women in Mycenaean Greece fills that gap
recovering how class, rank, and other social markers created status hierarchies
among women, how women as a group functioned relative to men, and where
different localities conformed or diverged in their gender practices.
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Women in Mycenaean Greece is the first book-length study of women in the Linear B tablets from
Mycenaean Greece and the only to collect and compile all the references to women in the documents of the
two best attested sites of Late Bronze Age Greece - Pylos on the Greek mainland and Knossos on the island
of Crete. The book offers a systematic analysis of women’s tasks, holdings, and social and economic status
in the Linear B tablets dating from the 14th and 13th centuries BCE, identifying how Mycenaean women
functioned in the economic institutions where they were best attested - production, property control, land
tenure, and cult. Analysing all references to women in the Mycenaean documents, the book focuses on the
ways in which the economic institutions of these Bronze Age palace states were gendered and effectively
extends the framework for the study of women in Greek antiquity back more than 400 years.

Throughout, the book seeks to establish whether gender practices were uniform in the Mycenaean states or
differed from site to site and to gauge the relationship of the roles and status of Mycenaean women to their
Archaic and Classical counterparts to test if the often-proposed theories of a more egalitarian Bronze Age
accurately reflect the textual evidence. The Linear B tablets offer a unique, if under-utilized, point of entry
into women’s history in ancient Greece, documenting nearly 2000 women performing over fifty task
assignments. From their decipherment in 1952 one major gap in the scholarly record remained: a full
accounting of the women who inhabited the palace states and their tasks, ranks, and economic contributions.
Women in Mycenaean Greece fills that gap recovering how class, rank, and other social markers created
status hierarchies among women, how women as a group functioned relative to men, and where different
localities conformed or diverged in their gender practices.
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Editorial Review

Review

"...this book is a valuable examination of an important and understudied issue. Although rich in technical
detail, its topic and argument will doubtless appeal to a broad audience of Aegean prehistorians and ancient
historians. The project is an important one, and Olsen does an good job pulling together all of the textual
evidence, demonstrating how differently Pylian and Knossian women appear in the Linear B tablets, and
relating these differences to social practices. We need more studies like these: studies that use the rich
Mycenaean textual evidence to contribute to broader debates in Greek history and prehistory."

-Dimitri Nakassis, University of Toronto in Bryn Mawr Classical Review

 

"This book addresses a great need in the study of women in antiquity. Olsen brings together textual analyses
from 60 years of scholarship on women in Linear B, and sets them into the broader socio-economic context
of Mycenaean Greece and Crete."

- Ruth Palmer, Ohio University, in The Classical Review

About the Author
Barbara A. Olsen is Associate Professor of Greek & Roman Studies, and Director of Women's Studies at
Vassar College, New York, USA.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Maxine Lucas:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Women in Mycenaean Greece: The Linear B Tablets from Pylos
and Knossos. Try to face the book Women in Mycenaean Greece: The Linear B Tablets from Pylos and
Knossos as your buddy. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense alone and beside that of
course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Valerie Israel:

This book untitled Women in Mycenaean Greece: The Linear B Tablets from Pylos and Knossos to be one of
several books in which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it via online.



The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Rosa Rogers:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with
may doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing
that fantastic as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Women in Mycenaean Greece: The
Linear B Tablets from Pylos and Knossos why because the wonderful cover that make you consider
concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

William Riser:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Women in Mycenaean
Greece: The Linear B Tablets from Pylos and Knossos which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's observe.
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