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The classic, inspiring account of a poet's experience teaching school children to
write poetry

When Kenneth Koch entered the Manhattan classrooms of P.S. 61, the children,
excited by the opportunity to work with an instructor able to inspire their talent
and energy, would clap and shout with pleasure. In this vivid account, Koch
describes his inventive methods for teaching these children how to create poems
and gives numerous examples of their work. Wishes, Lies, and Dreams is a
valuable text for all those who care about freeing the creative imagination and
educating the young.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Perhaps the best book I have read portraying the joy and excitement young people experience when writing
in a happy place where people care about their works...The ideas Koch uses are good. I've tried them with
my writing classes, and they work."-- Herbert Kohl, "Saturday Review""I wish every grade school teacher
would run out and read Kenneth Koch's "Wishes, Lies, and Dreams." If many of them took Koch's advice
seriously we would have at the very least a poetry revolution, not to mention the possibility that a lot of kids
would start having a good time in school." -- Allen Wiggins, "Cleveland Plain Dealer""There are enough
ideas in the book, all laid out in good detail by Koch, and with great respect for his fellow artists, the
students, to give other teachers a workable plan for teaching poetry...Koch has helped people discover joy in
words, and that is what the love of poetry is all about." -- "Virginia Quarterly Review"

From the Back Cover
The classic, inspiring account of a poet's experience teaching schoolchildren to write poetry

When Kenneth Koch entered the Manhattan classrooms of P.S. 61, the children, excited by the opportunity
to work with an instructor able to inspire their talent and energy, would clap and shout with pleasure. In this
vivid account, Koch describes his inventive methods for teaching these children how to create poems and
features numerous examples of their work. Now with a new foreword by Ron Padgett of the Teachers &
Writers Collaborative, Wishes, Lies, and Dreams is a valuable text for all those who care about unleashing
the creative imagination and educating the young.

About the Author
Kenneth Koch is a celebrated poet and the author of numerous books of poetry, literary criticism, short
fiction, and plays. He has won many literary awards, including the Bollingen Prize for Poetry in 1995. A
professor of English at Columbia University, Koch lives in New York City.

Ron Padgett is a poet who teaches poetry writing at Columbia University and Brooklyn College and serves
as publications director of Teacher & Writers Collaborative.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dennis Thorpe:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Wishes, Lies, and Dreams: Teaching
Children to Write Poetry is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.



Jesse Kennedy:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Wishes, Lies, and Dreams: Teaching Children to
Write Poetry why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint
anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Kimberly Towe:

This Wishes, Lies, and Dreams: Teaching Children to Write Poetry is great e-book for you because the
content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make decision
every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can say no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides straight forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having Wishes, Lies, and Dreams: Teaching Children to Write Poetry in your hand like keeping
the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world within
ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and
Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Kaye Hensley:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Wishes, Lies, and Dreams: Teaching
Children to Write Poetry or others sources were given information for you. After you know how the good a
book, you feel want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially.
Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case, beside science publication,
any other book likes Wishes, Lies, and Dreams: Teaching Children to Write Poetry to make your spare time
much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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