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They killed the king. They pinned it on two men. They chose poorly.
There's no ancient evil to defeat or orphan destined for greatness, just unlikely
heroes and classic adventure. Royce Melborn, a skilled thief, and his mercenary
partner, Hadrian Blackwater, are running for their lives when they're framed for
the murder of the king. Trapped in a conspiracy that goes beyond the overthrow
of a tiny kingdom, their only hope is unraveling an ancient mystery before it's too
late.

This is the first book in the original series, The Riyria Revelations, from best-
selling author Michael J. Sullivan. It takes place twelve years after the events of
The Riyria Chronicles and the two series can be read in either chronological
order or order of publication, although the author suggests reading in publication
order.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Hair-raising escapes, flashy sword fights, and faithful friendship complete the formula for good old-
fashioned escapist fun." -- Publishers Weekly

"This epic fantasy showcases the arrival of a master storyteller." -- Library Journal

"A whirlwind of twists, earth-shattering surprises and deadly betrayal." -- Literary Magic

"Mr. Sullivan continues to impress. In Royce and Hadrian he has created some of the best characters the
genre has seen in some time, and in Avempartha he shows that he knows what to do with them. These books
should be in every bookstore and I really hope that they are someday." -- Speculative Fiction Junkie

"In the space of two years, Michael Sullivan has moved from a small press debut author who was featured in
one of my first "Indie Spotlight Reviews" to a "name" in the fantasy field." -- Fantasy Book Critic

Review
Praise for the Riyria Revelations:

"Mr. Sullivan continues to impress. In Royce and Hadrian he has created some of the best characters the
genre has seen in some time, and in Avempartha he shows that he knows what to do with them. These books
should be in every bookstore and I really hope that they are someday." --- Speculative Fiction Junkie

"A whirlwind of twists, earth-shattering surprises and deadly betrayal." --- Literary Magic

"Hair-raising escapes, flashy sword fights, and faithful friendship complete the formula for good old-
fashioned escapist fun."

(Publishers Weekly )

"This epic fantasy showcases the arrival of a master storyteller." (Library Journal )

From the Author
I've always enjoyed television series that had a continuing story arc told through individual episodes. My
favorites were Buffy the Vampire Slayer and Babylon 5. Having mysteries unfold a bit at a time kept me
engrossed, and I couldn't wait to see where the creators were going to take me. This was a major goal of
mine when writing The Riyria Revelations and I hope you will enjoy your journey.

The tale had actually banged around in my head for over fifteen years in one form or another. I kept adding
characters and plot lines until I had, at least to me, a compelling story with likeable characters. Because of
the complexity of the plot in the overarching story, it was imperative that I wrote all of the books before
releasing the first one. While I don't recommend this technique to other writers, it allowed me the
opportunity to weave threads in previous books as I fully developed later ones.

While I'm on that subject, one of the most rewarding aspects of this series is the numerous "Easter eggs" that



I've hidden along the way. There are small things that, upon first reading, you'll think are inconsequential.
For those that re-read the series, once all the pieces have been put into place, you'll see incidents or dialog in
a whole new light. In retrospect, these clues should appear obvious, and if I've done my job properly they
will remain buried until the proper time. In this respect, I hope the book will be a lot like the movie The
Sixth Sense.

The Riyria Revelations, especially in the beginning, is little more than fast-paced light fantasy. As the series
progresses, I think you'll see more depth both in the world of Elan and the characters. This was a purposeful
decision and a dangerous one. It means that by design the first book is the weakest of the set, but enables me
to end the series with a resounding bang. This technique may mean that some will stop after reading the first
book, assuming I have little talent. They may not feel "connected" to the characters because there was not
enough for them to latch onto. All I can say is that I feel the reward of incremental discovery outweighed my
alternatives. If after completing the entire story, you feel I lack ability, at least I'll know you came to the
conclusion having all the facts on which to judge me.

The last thing I'd like to say about this series is that I wrote it for pure enjoyment--both for you and myself.
First and foremost it was meant to entertain. My goal was to write a book that I would like to read, to be with
friends that I wanted to spend time with, and go on an adventure filled with surprises and some heartfelt
moments. While I wrote the books for adults, I kept it free of foul language, sex, and graphic violence so that
it could be enjoyed by people of all ages.This series is reminiscent of the fantasies I read as a youth and
wasn't meant as any kind of commentary on current trends in modern fantasy. Yes, it incorporates archetypes
and familiar themes, but hopefully they are used in a way that will make them feel fresh. What I was striving
for was to create a series that felt as familiar and comfortable as your favorite pair of shoes. Hopefully there
are people out there with similar tastes, and if you are one of them, I predict you'll enjoy the journey very
much.

Michael

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jordan Weatherspoon:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read
one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Theft of Swords (Riyria Revelations
box set Book 1) is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Bradley Cox:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Theft of Swords (Riyria Revelations box set
Book 1), it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of



hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as
reading friends.

Nancy Bowers:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer could be Theft of Swords (Riyria Revelations box set Book 1) why because the excellent
cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content
is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up
this book.

Leah Humphries:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. That Theft of Swords (Riyria Revelations box set Book 1) can
give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't and
make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-
book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than additional make
you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We should have Theft of Swords (Riyria Revelations box set Book
1).
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