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Many writers have commented on the massive social changes of the past few
decades, but most of them have treated these shifts as something imposed on us,
by technology or the marketplace. This is wrong, says Richard Florida: we've
chosen to alter our values, work, and lifestyle, and for good economic reasons.
Why have we done this?Florida finds the answer in the rise of a new social class.
Like other classes, its basis is economic. Just as the feudal aristocracy derived its
identity and values from its hereditary control of land and people, and the
bourgeoisie derived its identity and values from its role as merchants of goods,
the Creative Class derives its identity and values from its role as purveyors of
creativity. When we see ourselves as "creative," our self-image affects the
choices we make in every area of our lives.Based on a massive body of research,
The Rise of the Creative Class chronicles the ongoing sea-change in people's
choices and attitudes, and shows not only what's happening but also how it stems
from a fundamental economic change. The Creative Class now comprises nearly
forty million Americans, or more than 25% of all employed people. The choices
these people make have already had a huge economic impact, and in the future
they will determine how the workplace is organized, what companies will
prosper or go bankrupt, and even which cities will thrive or wither.
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Many writers have commented on the massive social changes of the past few decades, but most of them have
treated these shifts as something imposed on us, by technology or the marketplace. This is wrong, says
Richard Florida: we've chosen to alter our values, work, and lifestyle, and for good economic reasons. Why
have we done this?Florida finds the answer in the rise of a new social class. Like other classes, its basis is
economic. Just as the feudal aristocracy derived its identity and values from its hereditary control of land and
people, and the bourgeoisie derived its identity and values from its role as merchants of goods, the Creative
Class derives its identity and values from its role as purveyors of creativity. When we see ourselves as
"creative," our self-image affects the choices we make in every area of our lives.Based on a massive body of
research, The Rise of the Creative Class chronicles the ongoing sea-change in people's choices and attitudes,
and shows not only what's happening but also how it stems from a fundamental economic change. The
Creative Class now comprises nearly forty million Americans, or more than 25% of all employed people.
The choices these people make have already had a huge economic impact, and in the future they will
determine how the workplace is organized, what companies will prosper or go bankrupt, and even which
cities will thrive or wither.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Florida, an academic whose field is regional economic development, explains the rise of a new social class
that he labels the creative class. Members include scientists, engineers, architects, educators, writers, artists,
and entertainers. He defines this class as those whose economic function is to create new ideas, new
technology, and new creative content. In general this group shares common characteristics, such as
creativity, individuality, diversity, and merit. The author estimates that this group has 38 million members,
constitutes more than 30 percent of the U.S. workforce, and profoundly influences work and lifestyle issues.
The purpose of this book is to examine how and why we value creativity more highly than ever and cultivate
it more intensely. He concludes that it is time for the creative class to grow up--boomers and Xers, liberals
and conservatives, urbanites and suburbanites--and evolve from an amorphous group of self-directed while
high-achieving individuals into a responsible, more cohesive group interested in the common good. Mary
Whaley
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"The creative-capital theory turned out - at least after preliminary testing - to provide the best explanation for
Austin's high-tech transformation." -- The New York Times

"What growing numbers of people seek in their work is basically this: They want to be creative." -- Optimize
Magazine

"[Florida] argues that the cities that appeal to the creative vanguard will prosper in an economy driven by
inventiveness." -- Wired

About the Author
Richard Florida is H. John Heinz III Professor of Regional Economic Development, Heinz School of Public
Policy and Management, Carnegie Mellon University. A columnist for Information Week (circ. 400,000), he
gives fifty to one hundred invited lectures a year, to mostly business audiences. He lives in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jasmine Myers:

The book The Rise Of The Creative Class: And How It's Transforming Work, Leisure, Community And
Everyday Life gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a
lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the
subject. If you can make examining a book The Rise Of The Creative Class: And How It's Transforming
Work, Leisure, Community And Everyday Life for being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like
add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You can know everything if you
like start and read a guide The Rise Of The Creative Class: And How It's Transforming Work, Leisure,
Community And Everyday Life. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or
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other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Lauren Cook:

This The Rise Of The Creative Class: And How It's Transforming Work, Leisure, Community And Everyday
Life tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this The
Rise Of The Creative Class: And How It's Transforming Work, Leisure, Community And Everyday Life can
be one of many great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed
anyone with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you
can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that
this The Rise Of The Creative Class: And How It's Transforming Work, Leisure, Community And Everyday
Life giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that
we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

John Smithers:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this book. This The Rise Of The Creative Class: And
How It's Transforming Work, Leisure, Community And Everyday Life is simple to deliver you can read it in
the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed
book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your
smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Joel Peterson:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source that will
filled update of news. With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book,
novel and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread
out your book? Or just seeking the The Rise Of The Creative Class: And How It's Transforming Work,
Leisure, Community And Everyday Life when you needed it?
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