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In her sweeping debut novel, Elizabeth J. Church takes us from the World War II
years in Chicago to the vast sun-parched canyons of New Mexico in the 1970s as
we follow the journey of a driven, spirited young woman, Meridian Wallace,
whose scientific ambitions are subverted by the expectations of her era.

In 1941, at seventeen years old, Meridian begins her ornithology studies at the
University of Chicago. She is soon drawn to Alden Whetstone, a brilliant,
complicated physics professor who opens her eyes to the fundamentals and
poetry of his field, the beauty of motion, space and time, the delicate balance of
force and energy that allows a bird to fly.

Entranced and in love, Meridian defers her own career path and follows Alden
west to Los Alamos, where he is engaged in a secret government project (later
known to be the atomic bomb). In married life, though, she feels lost and left
behind. She channels her academic ambitions into studying a particular family of
crows, whose free life and companionship are the very things that seem beyond
her reach. There in her canyons, years later at the dawn of the 1970s, with
counterculture youth filling the streets and protests against the war rupturing
college campuses across the country, Meridian meets Clay, a young geologist
and veteran of the Vietnam War, and together they seek ways to mend what the
world has broken.

Exquisitely capturing the claustrophobic eras of 1940s and 1950s America, The
Atomic Weight of Love also examines the changing roles of women during the
decades that followed. And in Meridian Wallace we find an unforgettable heroine
whose metamorphosis shows how the women’s movement opened up the world
for a whole generation.
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In her sweeping debut novel, Elizabeth J. Church takes us from the World War II years in Chicago to the
vast sun-parched canyons of New Mexico in the 1970s as we follow the journey of a driven, spirited young
woman, Meridian Wallace, whose scientific ambitions are subverted by the expectations of her era.

In 1941, at seventeen years old, Meridian begins her ornithology studies at the University of Chicago. She is
soon drawn to Alden Whetstone, a brilliant, complicated physics professor who opens her eyes to the
fundamentals and poetry of his field, the beauty of motion, space and time, the delicate balance of force and
energy that allows a bird to fly.

Entranced and in love, Meridian defers her own career path and follows Alden west to Los Alamos, where he
is engaged in a secret government project (later known to be the atomic bomb). In married life, though, she
feels lost and left behind. She channels her academic ambitions into studying a particular family of crows,
whose free life and companionship are the very things that seem beyond her reach. There in her canyons,
years later at the dawn of the 1970s, with counterculture youth filling the streets and protests against the war
rupturing college campuses across the country, Meridian meets Clay, a young geologist and veteran of the
Vietnam War, and together they seek ways to mend what the world has broken.

Exquisitely capturing the claustrophobic eras of 1940s and 1950s America, The Atomic Weight of Love also
examines the changing roles of women during the decades that followed. And in Meridian Wallace we find
an unforgettable heroine whose metamorphosis shows how the women’s movement opened up the world for
a whole generation.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
An Amazon Best Book of May 2016: The Atomic Weight of Love sounded like a quiet book to me, but the
process of transformation from caterpillar to butterfly is a quiet thing, too, and that’s what this story reminds
me of. It’s a fascinating account of Meridian Wallace, a science-minded woman who falls in love with a
brilliant man working on big things—in this case, the atomic bomb. She puts her dreams on hold in service
to his, sure that it’s only temporary and in these years meets other women who have done the same.
Suddenly, it seems as if she has just faded into the background of her own life. Then the catalyst--a young
man, both hippie and Vietnam veteran, who introduces her to many things, freedoms born of the era, and
there is indecision. Ultimately Meridian reclaims herself, takes her identities over all those years and patches
them together into a new and meaningful life. Woven throughout are interesting facts about human-like bird
behavior and historical anecdotes, so while Meridian’s story--a reflection of the changing role of women
between the 1940’s and 1970’s--is the centerpiece, there are many other treasures along the way. --Seira
Wilson

Review

“A tightly crafted novel.” —The New York Times Book Review
  
“Church's absorbing debut novel shows the loneliness and pain that exists for the woman behind the famous
man . . . We see it all through the prism of Meridian Wallace Whetstone, a woman ahead of her time.”
—Bookreporter.com
  
“Inspiring, empowering, and heartbreaking in turn.” —The Roanoke Times

“Church’s debut will likely strike a chord, especially with women who find that not much has changed in our
patriarchal society since Meri’s time, and that Meri’s story might well be their own.” —Booklist

“Church's debut novel explores the relationship between sacrifice and love . . . Each sentence drives the plot
further, exploring love's limits and its spoils. But it's Church's exploration of Meridian's role in her
relationships that is the most gracefully executed feat of the novel. Meridian's voice is poignant, a mixture of
poetry and observation . . . An elegant glimpse into the evolution of love and womanhood.” —Kirkus
Reviews

“Church hits the mark in this emotionally driven debut that spans the chapters of a long life . . . What does
love require of us? How does one strike a balance between compromise and self?fulfillment? In her debut
novel, Church writes to these issues in a style that is thoughtful and elegant.” —Library Journal

“Oh, what an incandescent debut! Church follows one extraordinary woman, who is brave to enough to
challenge the times, take defiant wing, and chart her own extraordinary flight path. So engrossing, I couldn’t
wait to read another page, and so alive, I never wanted the story to end.” —Caroline Leavitt, author of Is
This Tomorrow and Pictures of You

“This exquisite debut is the beautifully written story of a woman who must negotiate the tricky terrain of
love, responsibility, ambition and sacrifice. In her impeccable portrayal of a long marriage, Elizabeth Church
weaves together the historical and the personal and shows the impossible choices women faced--and still



face--between family and self.” —Tara Conklin, author of The House Girl

From the Back Cover

Spanning the years from World War II through the Vietnam era and set in the breathtaking
landscape of the American Southwest, this triumphant debut tells the story of indomitable, gifted
Meridian Wallace--a late-blooming heroine awakened by the women’s movement who discovers what
she has to offer amid a world lain to waste by the ravages of men.

“Church’s debut will likely strike a chord, especially with women who find that not much has changed in our
patriarchal society since Meri’s time, and that Meri’s story might well be their own.” —Booklist

“This exquisite debut is the story of a woman who must negotiate the tricky terrain of love, responsibility,
ambition, and sacrifice. In her impeccable portrayal of a long marriage, Church weaves together the
historical and the personal and shows the impossible choices women faced--and still face--between family
and self.” —Tara Conklin, New York Times bestselling author of The House Girl

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Fred Howell:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide The Atomic Weight of Love: A Novel
will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every little thing.
But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not necessarily
make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book with
you?

Terry Smith:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its
protect may doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as
in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Atomic Weight of Love: A Novel why because
the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up
this book.

David Bostick:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Atomic Weight of Love: A Novel
can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that they don't and
make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success.



This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various
other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Atomic Weight of Love: A
Novel.

Gladys Myers:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen want book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. From the book
The Atomic Weight of Love: A Novel we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative
people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable
with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book The Atomic Weight of Love: A
Novel. You can more appealing than now.
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