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Their Politics

In this book, the distinguished scholar Hanna Batatu presents a comprehensive
analysis of the recent social, economic, and political evolution of Syrias
peasantry, the segment of society from which the current holders of political
power stem. Batatu focuses mainly on the twentieth century and, in particular, on
the Ba'th movement, the structures of power after the military coup d'état of
1963, and the era of vfiz a-Asad, Syriasfirst ruler of peasant extraction.
Without seeking to prove any single theory about Syrian life, he offers a uniquely
rich and detailed account of how power was transferred from one demographic
group to another and how that power is maintained today.

Batatu begins by examining social differences among Syria's peasants and the
evolution of their mode of life and economic circumstances. He then scrutinizes
the peasants forms of consciousness, organization, and behavior in Ottoman and
Mandate times and prior to the Ba'thists' rise to power. He explores the rural
aspects of Ba'thism and shows that it was not a single force but a plurality of
interrelated groups--prominent among them the descendants of the lesser rural
notables--with different social goals and mental horizons. The book also provides
a perceptive account of President Asad, his personality and conduct, and the
characteristics and power structures of his regime. Batatu draws throughout on a
wide range of socioeconomic and biographical information and on personal
interviews with Syrian peasants and political leaders, offering invaluable insights
into the complexities of a country and a regime that have long been poorly
understood by outsiders.
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In this book, the distinguished scholar Hanna Batatu presents a comprehensive analysis of the recent social,
economic, and political evolution of Syrids peasantry, the segment of society from which the current holders
of political power stem. Batatu focuses mainly on the twentieth century and, in particular, on the Ba'th
movement, the structures of power after the military coup d'état of 1963, and the era of ivfiz al-Asad, Syrid's
first ruler of peasant extraction. Without seeking to prove any single theory about Syrian life, he offersa
uniquely rich and detailed account of how power was transferred from one demographic group to another
and how that power is maintained today.

Batatu begins by examining social differences among Syria's peasants and the evolution of their mode of life
and economic circumstances. He then scrutinizes the peasants forms of consciousness, organization, and
behavior in Ottoman and Mandate times and prior to the Ba'thists' rise to power. He explores the rural
aspects of Ba'thism and shows that it was not a single force but a plurality of interrelated groups--prominent
among them the descendants of the lesser rural notables--with different social goals and mental horizons.
The book also provides a perceptive account of President Asad, his personality and conduct, and the
characteristics and power structures of his regime. Batatu draws throughout on a wide range of
socioeconomic and biographical information and on personal interviews with Syrian peasants and political
leaders, offering invaluable insights into the complexities of a country and aregime that have long been
poorly understood by outsiders.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Batatu's thoroughly researched, objective study provides a sociological and anthropological approach to
contemporary Syrian politics and is an excellent source of information on various and often conflicting
components of Syrian society."--Choice

From the Inside Flap

"Thisisarichly textured study. . . . The book isfull of interesting and novel ways of understanding Syrian
peasant behavior and why peasants cannot be discussed as a single socioeconomic or political force or
group.”--Philip S. Khoury, Massachusetts Institute of Technology

"Thisisaprofound and comprehensive study of modern Syriathat is unlikely to be surpassed for avery long
time. It isamodel of how social history should be written, and of how it can be used to explain the palitics of
acomplex society like Syria."--Rashid Khalidi, University of Chicago

From the Back Cover

"Thisisarichly textured study. . . . The book isfull of interesting and novel ways of understanding Syrian
peasant behavior and why peasants cannot be discussed as a single socioeconomic or political force or
group."--Philip S. Khoury, Massachusetts I nstitute of Technology

"Thisisaprofound and comprehensive study of modern Syriathat isunlikely to be surpassed for avery long
time. It isamodel of how social history should be written, and of how it can be used to explain the politics of
acomplex society like Syria."--Rashid K halidi, University of Chicago

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kristen Hamilton:

The book Syria's Peasantry, the Descendants of Its Lesser Rural Notables, and Their Politics give you a
sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can
to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you can
make reading a book Syria's Peasantry, the Descendants of Its Lesser Rural Notables, and Their Politics to
become your habit, you can get alot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. Y ou may know everything if you like available and read a guide
Syria's Peasantry, the Descendants of Its Lesser Rural Notables, and Their Politics. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
reserve?

Steven Ander son:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you may



know that book is very important for us. The book Syria's Peasantry, the Descendants of Its Lesser Rural
Notables, and Their Politics was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take
more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve Syria's Peasantry, the Descendants of Its Lesser
Rural Notables, and Their Paliticsis not only giving you more new information but also to become your
friend when you fedl bored. Y ou can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship with the book Syria's Peasantry, the Descendants of Its Lesser Rural Notables, and Their
Politics. You never truly feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Dorothy Penland:

The book untitled Syria's Peasantry, the Descendants of Its Lesser Rural Notables, and Their Politics contain
alot of information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see
all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The
author gives you in the new period of literary works. Y ou can actually read this book because you can please
read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.

James Jones:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Syria's Peasantry, the Descendants of Its Lesser
Rural Notables, and Their Politics can give you alot of pals because by you looking at this one book you
have point that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should
have Syrias Peasantry, the Descendants of Its Lesser Rural Notables, and Their Politics.
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