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Many historical processes exhibit recurrent patterns of change. Century-long
periods of population expansion come before long periods of stagnation and
decline; the dynamics of prices mirror population oscillations; and states go
through strong expansionist phases followed by periods of state failure, endemic
sociopolitical instability, and territorial 1oss. Peter Turchin and Sergey Nefedov
explore the dynamics and causal connections between such demographic,
economic, and political variablesin agrarian societies and offer detailed
explanations for these long-term oscillations--what the authors call secular
cycles.

Secular Cycles elaborates and expands upon the demographic-structural theory
first advanced by Jack Goldstone, which provides an explanation of long-term
oscillations. This book tests that theory's specific and quantitative predictions by
tracing the dynamics of population numbers, prices and real wages, elite numbers
and incomes, state finances, and sociopolitical instability. Turchin and Nefedov
study societies in England, France, and Russia during the medieval and early
modern periods, and look back at the Roman Republic and Empire. Incorporating
theoretical and quantitative history, the authors examine a specific model of
historical change and, more generaly, investigate the utility of the dynamical
systems approach in historical applications.

An indispensable and groundbreaking resource for awide variety of social
scientists, Secular Cycleswill interest practitioners of economic history,
historical sociology, complexity studies, and demography.
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Many historical processes exhibit recurrent patterns of change. Century-long periods of population expansion
come before long periods of stagnation and decline; the dynamics of prices mirror population oscillations;
and states go through strong expansionist phases followed by periods of state failure, endemic sociopolitical
instability, and territorial loss. Peter Turchin and Sergey Nefedov explore the dynamics and causal
connections between such demographic, economic, and political variables in agrarian societies and offer
detailed explanations for these long-term oscillations--what the authors call secular cycles.

Secular Cycles elaborates and expands upon the demographic-structural theory first advanced by Jack
Goldstone, which provides an explanation of long-term oscillations. This book tests that theory's specific and
guantitative predictions by tracing the dynamics of population numbers, prices and real wages, elite numbers
and incomes, state finances, and sociopolitical instability. Turchin and Nefedov study societiesin England,
France, and Russia during the medieval and early modern periods, and look back at the Roman Republic and
Empire. Incorporating theoretical and quantitative history, the authors examine a specific model of historical
change and, more generally, investigate the utility of the dynamical systems approach in historical
applications.

An indispensable and groundbreaking resource for awide variety of socia scientists, Secular Cycles will
interest practitioners of economic history, historical sociology, complexity studies, and demography.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This book is an audacious and ambitious attempt to promote the viewpoint that historical progression runs
according to certain regular patterns. . . . | am fascinated by this book, particularly by the theoretical

framework which islaid out in the introductory and concluding chapters. . . . [T]he main strength of the book
liesin its scope, reminiscent of the broad perspectives of classical economists. It is the type of scholarship
which proves that historical narrative can be fascinating."--Harry Kitsikopoulos, EH.net

"Those who are interested in grand social theories will want to read and reflect. | suspect that there will be
many who then will rebut."--Brian J. L. Berry, American Journal of Sociology

"Turchin and Nefedov have set a very ambitious task for themselves. . . . [T]hey should be applauded for
producing awork of very broad historical sweep and reminding us that developing general laws--or more
plausibly, general tendencies--of historical dynamics remains atantalizing proposition.”--David S. Jacks,
Australian Economic History Review

"[T]he standard of historical scholarship is excellent and opens the floor to interesting challenges for further
empirical explorations.”--L aura Panza, Economic Record

From the Back Cover

"Secular Cyclesis an ambitious, audacious, and engaging achievement from two very talented scholars. This
stimulating book will attract interdisciplinary attention from those interested in global history and secular
economic change."--Cormac O Gréada, author of Famine

"I am impressed and delighted by the breadth, rigor, creativity, originality, and power of this book. The
graphs present the data in afashion that will be clear to any audience, and the text is straightforward and
persuasive. This book carries the study of historical dynamicsto awhole new level."--Jack A. Goldstone,
George Mason University

About the Author

Peter Turchin is professor of ecology and evolutionary biology and adjunct professor of mathematics at the
University of Connecticut. Sergey A. Nefedov is senior research scientist at the Institute of History and
Archaeology of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Ural Branch.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
LouisClark:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guysthisaren't like that. This Secular Cycles book is readable by you who hate the straight word style.

Y ou will find the info here are arrange for enjoyabl e reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease
the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer regarding Secular Cycles content conveys the thought
easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it



just different by means of it. So, do you nonetheless thinking Secular Cyclesis not loveable to be your top
list reading book?

Sheryl Vaughan:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in thisworld can certainly
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader
with their story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But al so they write about
the information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world
always try to improve their expertise in writing, they aso doing some research before they write to their
book. One of them is this Secular Cycles.

Jesse Williams:

Do you like reading areserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but also novel and Secular Cycles or perhaps others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science
book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their
knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other book likes Secular Cycles to make your
spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Ricardo Hempe!:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. Y ou can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching fromit. It is
referred to as of book Secular Cycles. Y ou can include your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed
book, it might add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most essential that, you must
aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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