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The nationally bestselling picture book about a kitten, the moon, and a bowl of
milk, written by the celebrated author and illustrator Kevin Henkes, was awarded
a Caldecott Medal.

From one of the most celebrated and beloved picture book creators working in
the field today comes a memorable new character and a suspenseful adventure
just right for reading and sharing at home and in the classroom. It is Kitten's first
full moon, and when she sees it she thinks it is a bowl of milk in the sky. And she
wants it. Does she get it? Well, no . . . and yes. What a night!

A brief text, large type, and luminescent pictures play second fiddle to the star of
this classic picture book—brave, sweet and lucky Kitten! "Henkes's text,
reminiscent of Margaret Wise Brown's work in the elemental words, rhythms,
and appealing sounds, tells a warm, humorous story that's beautifully extended in
his shimmering, gray-toned artwork."—ALA Booklist

Winner of the Caldecott Medal, an ALA Notable Book, a New York Times Best
Illustrated Book, and winner of the Charlotte Zolotow Award

Supports the Common Core State Standards
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
In this beautiful picture book, winner of the 2005 Caldecott Medal, Kevin Henkes, captures the sweet,
sometimes slapstick struggle of Kitten, who sees her first full moon and thinks it's a bowl of milk in the sky.

Any child who has yearned for anything will understand how much Kitten wants that elusive bowl of milk.
Readers will giggle as she tries to lick the faraway moon and gets a bug on her tongue, or leaps to catch it
and falls down the stairs. In an effective refrain, the narrator repeats, "Still, there was the little bowl of milk,
just waiting." The winning combination here is the simplicity and humor of the story, paired with gorgeous
black-and-white illustrations with thick black lines (mirrored by the thick bold sans-serif font) and shades of
grey that are as luminous as a moonlit night should be. Full-moon circles and ovals appear throughout the
design: white circle full moons on the endpapers, elliptical flowers by the porch, white circles of firefly light,
oval pads on Kitten's paws, and her big round eyes (especially when surprised and soaking wet). Children
will love Kitten's quest and ensuing comedy of errors, but what they will love even more is that there's an
actual bowl of milk waiting on the porch for Kitten. (Preschool) --Karin Snelson

From School Library Journal
PreSchool-K-An irresistible offering from the multifaceted Henkes. The spare and suspense-filled story
concerns a kitten that mistakes the moon for a bowl of milk. When she opens her mouth to lick the treat, she
ends up with a bug on her tongue. Next, she launches herself into the air, paws reaching out for the object of
her desire, only to tumble down the stairs, "bumping her nose and banging her ear and pinching her tail. Poor
Kitten." Again and again, the feline's persistent attempts to reach her goal lead to pain, frustration, and
exhaustion. Repetitive phrases introduce each sequence of desire, action, and consequence, until the animal's
instincts lead her home to a satisfying resolution. Done in a charcoal and cream-colored palette, the
understated illustrations feature thick black outlines, pleasing curves, and swiftly changing expressions that
are full of nuance. The rhythmic text and delightful artwork ensure storytime success. Kids will surely
applaud this cat's irrepressible spirit. Pair this tale with Frank Asch's classic Moongame (S & S, 1987) and
Nancy Elizabeth Wallace's The Sun, the Moon and the Stars (Houghton, 2003) for nocturnal celebrations.-
Wendy Lukehart, Washington DC Public Library
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* PreS. Henkes creates another winner in this simple, charming story about a naive little
kitten who mistakes a round, shining moon for a bowl of milk. Kitten laps at the sky's creamy circle, but she
is surprised when she tastes bugs instead of milk. Then she chases the milk-bowl moon through the garden
and field to the pond, where she climbs a tree, discovers another milk bowl shining in the water, and dives in
after it. Finally, "wet and sad and tired and hungry," she returns home to find, at last, a true bowl of milk, out
of the sky and on the porch, waiting for her. Henkes' text, reminiscent of Margaret Wise Brown's work in the
elemental words, rhythms, and appealing sounds, tells a warm, humorous story that's beautifully extended in
his shimmering, gray-toned artwork. Working in bold black lines and the silvery palette of moonlight, he
creates a lovable, expressive character in the determined kitten, and his dramatic contrasts of light and dark
capture the excitement of a nighttime adventure. Wise preschoolers may chuckle at the kitten's folly, but
they'll also recognize the mysterious power of moonlight to transform the familiar world of daytime into
something altogether new. Gillian Engberg
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Adrienne McGinnis:

The event that you get from Kitten's First Full Moon is a more deep you rooting the information that hide
inside words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but
Kitten's First Full Moon giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in particular
way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known
enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having
this kind of Kitten's First Full Moon instantly.

Clara Gay:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or even
their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this Kitten's First
Full Moon.

Dwight Richardson:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up being
exactly added. This book Kitten's First Full Moon was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to
add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they
reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In
the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Paul Lopez:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has
reading's spirit or real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library.
They go to at this time there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important,
boring along with can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very
important for you. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise
word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Kitten's First Full Moon can make you experience more
interested to read.
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